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“The Man of Tomorrow” (1957 at Cascade College)
Milo received two honorary doctorates and he delivered an 
address at each ceremony. In 1957 Cascade College so honored 
him and his speech was entitled “The Man of Tomorrow.” His key 
point in this address was that each graduate’s survival depends 
on the willingness to focus on the events of the world with the 
eyes of Christ and not the eyes of man. 

“On the Necessity of Anger” (1960 at Willamette University)
At Willamette University he was hooded in 1960. This was his 
alma mater for his bachelor’s degree in 1934. His address to this 
audience was “On the Necessity of Anger.” His point was that 
the current generation was so self-satisfied as conformists with 
the norm that they could not get excited about great issues facing 
all of mankind. Thus, they needed to be angered about sin in the 
world and channel the energy from anger into a high calling. This 
was a timely speech for the quiet generation of the 1950s.

“Church Advertising—The How and Why” (1936 at Greenleaf, Idaho)
In 1936 at Greenleaf, Idaho, he wrote “Church Advertising—the 
How and Why.” It was at Greenleaf that he participated in a radio 
ministry with other Friends pastors in the area. This paper was a 
prelude to his radio work on the Quaker Hour, beginning in 1953.



Senior Investiture
At George Fox College Milo regularly gave the Senior Investiture—
an address to the graduating class just before graduation. For 
the 1965 class his address was titled “On the Appreciation of the 
Arts.” In 1966, he spoke on “Inner Liberty.” The wave of the future 
was the theme for the 1967 class with the address “Futurology.” 
Appropriately, the address at the end of the sixties for the 1969 
class was “The Phenomenon of Student Protest.”

Addresses to the Faculty and Trustees
Milo gave a major address to the faculty at many of their fall 

conferences prior to the beginning of the school year. The one 
from September of 1964 is especially interesting for he shared 
his thoughts about how the college had progressed through the 
accreditation visits of 1959 and 1961. He mentioned that on the 
following Tuesday, the accreditation team would return and the 
faculty needed to stand firm in their presence. His address was 
titled “There Is No Back Door,” meaning each person needed 
to face the accreditation team without disappearing through an 
escape route or back door.

Other addresses to the faculty included “The George Fox 
College Image,” given in 1960. This theme of Christian college 
image was such an integral part of a Danforth study in which 
George Fox College took part that a portion of it is included in the 
text of Milo’s book, The Making of a Quaker College.

In 1963, the faculty address was “Fortifying Our Christian 
College.” In 1966, Milo spoke on the subject “Working with 
Creative People.” Major issues demanded the creativity of the 
full college staff. Removal of open credit from the banks would 
result in an overall tight money situation on campus and a 21 per-
cent drop in the value of the college endowment. This led to the 
announcement that although the current budget must be cut by 

Milo Ross as Speaker and Writer  |  2



$20,000, salaries would be honored as long as possible. A cut of 
this magnitude would require that all staff assist in making the 
requisite difficult decisions.

Milo liked to prepare a full written text for trustees such 
as the paper, “Of Many Things,” presented at their meeting at 
Diamond Lake in September, 1965. In this address, he suggested 
that at the end of the Diamond Jubilee (75th anniversary) the 
trustees approve a new Century Drive to raise funds for build-
ings and programs for the next quarter of a century. He gave an 
in-depth history of the college since he became president in 1954. 
He opened the paper with the statement that the college was at a 
crossroads due to the reduced enrollment, limited constituency, 
small alumni association, and even the modest size of the town 
of Newberg.

“Frontiers in Sociology” (1965 Friends pastors conference)
In the spring of 1965, Milo prepared a paper for a joint meeting 
of the ministers of Oregon Yearly Meeting and California Yearly 
Meeting held at Clear Lake, California. His theme was that the 
church’s social witness was in its newer members. He used an 
illustration by Everett Cattell who likened the structure of the 
church to that of a tree: the inner core representing established 
church members who give strength, and the growing edge of the 
tree the new Christian. Historically Quakers have addressed the 
social needs of their generation and that should continue to be the 
current frontier of sociology for the church.

Two of the papers about the Associated Christian Colleges of 
Oregon are quite interesting. In 1966, there was an ACCO dinner. 
The three colleges involved—Cascade, Warner Pacific, and George 
Fox—rotated the position of chancellor among the presidents. 
When it was his turn to be chancellor, Milo gave an address to an 
audience made up of staff and friends of the three colleges. His 
talk was entitled “A Resume of CASC and the Recent Curriculum 
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Workshop.” CASC stands for the Council for the Advancement 
of Small Colleges and it had a membership of eighty-one colleges 
from thirty-two states. Seventy-three colleges were co-educa-
tional with five for men only and three for women only. Fifty-four 
were Protestant, eleven were Roman Catholic, and sixteen were 
independent. The average enrollment in each member school was 
575 students. This was an extremely thorough presentation of the 
purposes of the council and Milo was bringing the report to the 
colleges which would benefit greatly from its content.

The other ACCO paper was delivered after Milo had retired 
from the presidency in 1969. He had been asked to become 
the full time chancellor of ACCO and it is in this capacity that 
he wrote the paper, “A Christian College Cluster at Newberg, 
Oregon,” in 1971. Elton Trueblood from Earlham College in Ohio 
had suggested that George Fox could be an anchor college for a 
cluster. Likewise, David LeShana had suggested in 1970 that at 
least three liberal arts colleges could be located at Newberg on 
the current campus. The cluster was to be modeled after the one 
at Claremont, east of Los Angeles, yet the types of schools and 
cooperative ventures between them were yet to be determined by 
active participants.

“The Importance of the College to the Future of the Church.”  
(1967 at a conference for young Quakers)

In 1967 Milo was asked to address a group of young Quakers at 
a conference at Menucha, near the Columbia River Gorge east of 
Portland. These young Quakers included college students but 
most were young married couples, many with children. His theme 
was one of his favorite subjects: that the college would provide 
an adequate education for their children. He decried the fact that 
many Quakers sent their children to colleges which were not spir-
itual or Christian. In Milo’s opinion, this was a loss to the church 
for it was hard for young people to develop their spiritual life in 
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secular schools. Using a slogan from an old Chrysler ad, “We care 
for our own,” he stated that the security of the college may be tied 
to the support and enthusiasm of young Quakers.

Other Messages and Lectures
Milo gave a number of addresses to the ministers of Oregon 
Yearly Meeting which had been recently renamed Northwest 
Yearly Meeting. He was able to give full throttle to his brothers in 
the ministry, and these are some of his finest speeches. The theme  
became apparent in the title of the speech given in 1962, “The Role 
of the Christian College in the Life of the Church.” It isn’t surpris-
ing that he continually attempted to build the concept of the value 
of the college to both the young people sitting in the pews and to 
their pastors attending the ministers’ conference. He spoke about 
the need for teacher training and pleaded for the pastors to feel 
that they were a part of the solution for the college’s success—that 
together, the college and church would succeed. He ended the 
address with the words, “Brethren, pray for us.”

On another occasion from an undated manuscript, he spoke 
to the ministers on the subject “Magnifying the Call of God to 
Full-Time Christian Service.” This address is worthy of serious 
review. 

Milo was an excellent speaker and a churchman concerned 
for the success of both the college and the church. In another 
address to ministers, he tries to give his fellow co-laborers inspi-
ration through Scriptural admonitions about the making of a min-
ister. The “Place of Proclamation” begins, “I stood in Fox’s pulpit 
on Firbank Fell and tried to imagine the drama, the emotion, the 
stark wonder of an afternoon three hundred years ago when hun-
dreds of people left the hawkers and the acrobats and the squeal-
ing pigs to hear a rough-hewn country preacher. He preached a 
long time, but they listened. At the end, it is said one thousand of 
them were convinced.” Milo believed this to be a far cry from the 
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passionless, pedantic, petty little talks in so many pulpits of his 
day. He continued by saying, “Let us get a little closer. I am going 
to start meddlin’. I doubt if there are very many great preachers 
among us Quaker preachers.” He continued with a powerful mes-
sage encouraging pastors to produce excellent sermons.

Due to his involvement with the Quaker Hour, he gave an 
address entitled “Radio Evangelism.” He had been asked to bring 
a message on this subject to the Evangelical Friends Conference 
in Oskaloosa, Iowa, on July 3, 1954. He had just completed one 
year as “The Voice” or radio preacher on the Quaker Hour and this 
message is the best interpretation of the radio ministry that Milo 
ever wrote. 

Milo also had the privilege of delivering a lecture on the con-
cept “Team Ministry and Quaker Polity.” At the time he was part 
of the pastoral team at Reedwood Friends Church in Portland. 
This church had developed the concept of a team of ministers 
who functioned without a traditional hierarchy or pay structure. 
At Friends Bible College in Haviland, Kansas, he was invited to 
participate in a seminar on creative evangelism in 1971. His paper 
was very definitive as to how team ministry worked as he expe-
rienced it.

Milo was invited to bring an address to a Faith and Life 
Conference in Indianapolis in 1974. He chose the subject “Some 
Thoughts on Authority.” His major theme was that Quakerism 
traditionally stated its position of authority as coming from three 
sources: Jesus Christ, the Holy Scriptures and human experience. 
By balancing these three, he stated that Quakers escaped some of 
the errors of Christians who espoused one emphasis or the other, 
thereby giving up a biblical view of Christianity. The balance of 
the three assumed support for each of the positions which then 
complement each other.
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