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Nearly 35 years have passed since the death of Everett Cattell, yet his vision 
produced insights and innovations in Christian missions, Christian higher 
education, church organization, and the understanding of holy living that 
continue to be applicable and experienced today.

In the 1950s his work in India to develop significant, lasting cooperation 
among various evangelical missions was but one example of his Spirit-led 
ability to differentiate and communicate the significant theological issues 
that unite evangelicals from the lesser issues that so often divide. 

In the late 1950s his leadership as General Superintendent of the Ohio 
Yearly Meeting of Friends (now Evangelical Friends Church- Eastern Region) 
and as President of Malone College (University) from 1960-1972 serve as 

examples of his ability to envision and thoughtfully make institutional changes with a spirit of humility 
that was a key to encouraging others to join in the implementation of change.

Some lesser known examples of Cattell’s vision and leadership include:
1. His writings which defined and implemented the “Malone Experiment” at Malone College. 

He maintained that Malone was an experiment which would prove that an evangelical 
Christian college could successfully enroll, educate and develop both students who professed 
Christianity and those who did not.

2. He, along with several other presidents of evangelical Christian colleges, had the vision to 
develop the ground work for what became the Christian College Consortium.

3. He and several other leaders of evangelical Friends saw the importance of cooperation among 
the various evangelical yearly meeting which led to formalized cooperative efforts in missions 
and ministries.

4. In the Evangelical Friends Church- Eastern Region, Cattell and L. A. King led the complete and 
significant revision of the governance structure of both the Yearly Meeting and the individual 
churches. Concurrently they updated The Book of Discipline to reflect the new governance 
structures.

While reading The Spirit of Holiness, Revisited Edition I was struck once again by the current 
applicability of Cattell’s insights into important theological issues. In the book, while writing on the 
Christian’s hope, he predated by over 50 years one of the themes of N. T. Wright’s recent book, 
Surprised by Hope. In 1963 Cattell wrote, “But this glorious hope must not be an escape from reality 
now! …Any emphasis upon the return of our Lord which relieves us of responsibility for trying to 
change our present evil society is an unworthy escape.”

Everett Cattell was a visionary who because of his wisdom, gentle spirit, and humility could not only 
envision but affect change. I recall at his retirement form Malone College he remarked that a friend 
had described him as a “pragmatic realist.” Today many individuals and institutions are indebted 
to this unique Christian who brought together vision, pragmatism, and realism and who led with a 
humility that demonstrated the true spirit of holiness.

Ron Johnson


