
Don Worden 

I have long been fascinated by the fact that Jehovah in the Old 
Testament and Jesus in the New Testament use “I AM” statements 
to describe themselves. When Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I 
AM,” the Jews knew what he was saying and intended to stone him 
for blasphemy. I had hoped to link the “I AM” references of the Old 
Testament (connected to the name Jehovah) with Jesus’ “I AM” 
statements in the New Testament, but that is difficult to do  
directly. Since neither list is the same, I finally concluded they 
weren’t meant to be exhaustive, but rather to suggest that God is 
saying, “I AM...whatever you need.” In me (Jehovah/Jesus), you are 
complete.  

As you may know, I have been doing woodburning for many years. 
Here I am pictured with a special woodburning I did some years ago 
for a member of the Deerfield Evangelical Friends Church (Ohio). It 
was done in memory of a favorite pastoral couple, now deceased. 
Carolyn and I continue to live in Dalton, Ohio, and are active at 
Canton First Friends Church.  
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Sunday 
March 10 Jehovah: The Existing One 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 3:1-6, 13-14 
Can you imagine a time when you did not exist? In history 
class you began to realize that there was time before you were 
alive. When someone close to you died, you became aware 
that you might not live forever. But really, can you imagine 
not being alive?  

Imagine the challenge facing Jehovah as he sought to 
communicate with humanity, beings bound by time and 
space—yet Jehovah is eternal! Peterson puts God’s answer to 
Moses regarding who he is in this way: “I-AM-WHO-I-AM. 
Tell the People of Israel, ‘I AM sent me to you’” (v. 14 MSG). 
This all-powerful, eternal, all-knowing, all-everything being 
who never had a beginning (Try to wrap your mind around 
that!) wants to have a meaningful relationship with his 
created ones. How does he do that? 

Jehovah’s answer to this perplexing question was to 
send a baby, a baby who would grow up to be the perfect 
embodiment of Jehovah, then pay the ultimate sacrifice so that 
we could begin to understand something of the love and 
devotion this great God has for us. How does this work? Not 
by philosophical reasoning, but by childlike faith. 

One of the most respected theologians/philosophers of 
the twentieth century was asked for his most profound truth. 
His answer: “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me 
so.” What more need be said? 

SONG: Jesus Loves Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you for taking an 

interest in us and our welfare—for time and eternity! May we 
recognize the truth of who you are and what you have done 
for us through Jesus Christ. Help us to understand what that 
means for us and for all those whom we meet.  

—Don Worden 



84 

Monday 
March 11 

Jehovah-jireh:  
Jehovah Will Provide 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 22:1-19 
This very familiar story of God’s test of Abraham’s faith gives 
us an insight into God’s love and concern for his creatures. It 
also gives us one of the more famous uses of God’s name with 
another word tied to it: Jehovah-jireh, meaning “God will 
provide.” He did so, dramatically, in this instance. He does so 
for us in many ways, often ways we either take for granted or 
simply do not recognize.  

God’s provision for his people in the wilderness for 40 
years—even though most of them would never see the 
Promised Land due to their unbelief—is further testimony to 
God’s love and care. What was the point of 40 years of 
wandering if they were never going to get to experience the 
Promised Land? Two people from that generation, Caleb and 
Joshua, would enter the land, as well as their children and 
their children’s children. 

How many times and in how many ways has God 
provided for you? Can you count them? Some have been too 
critical and dramatic to miss; others have been so simple and 
almost commonplace that we get used to them, that we just 
“expect” God to be there and provide. Or do we? God help us 
never to become so blasé about his provision that we treat him 
like the waiter at the restaurant or some glorified Santa Claus! 

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, remind us daily of your 

provision for our every need—for salvation first and foremost, 
but also for each day of our sojourn here on this planet.  

—Don Worden 
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Tuesday 
March 12 

Jehovah-nissi: 
Jehovah My Banner 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 17:8-16 
Today’s text tells another story of God’s intervention on behalf 
of the children of Israel. This time they are fighting a battle 
against the Amalekites with Moses and Aaron on a hilltop 
watching the battle. When Moses held up his hands, the 
Israelites kept the upper hand; but if his arms grew weary and 
he lowered them, then the Amalekites gained the advantage. 
So they gave Moses a stone to sit on, and Aaron and Hur held 
up his arms until sunset. The result? “So Joshua overcame the 
Amalekite army with the sword” (v. 13). 

After the battle was won, Moses built an altar and called 
it “Jehovah-nissi” or “The Lord is my banner.” He could have 
said, “The Lord is my flag.”  

When armies of men used to face each other across a 
field, the colors of the flag held a special place of honor at the 
head of the charge. If a soldier carrying the flag went down, 
another would quickly jump to grab the flag and lead the 
charge. That is what I think of when reading Moses’ words 
about Jehovah being our banner.  

As Americans we give a special place of honor to “Old 
Glory,” our flag. We have strict rules about how it is to be 
displayed, how we pledge our allegiance, and what we are to 
do when the national anthem is sung. 

Are we as Christians careful with respect to God and his 
honor? In our rush to become closer to God, have we pre-
sumed upon his presence and trampled upon his honor?  

SONG: How Great Thou Art 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, teach us to love and 

reverence you, giving you the honor and glory you deserve.  
—Don Worden 
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Wednesday 
March 13 

Jehovah-shalom: 
Jehovah My Peace 

BIBLE READING: Judges 6:20-24 
The story of Gideon is well known. We know of Gideon’s use 
of a fleece, the way the Lord pared his army down to a band of 
300, the way God used Gideon to overcome their enemies and 
give Israel a period of peace. The Bible says that during 
Gideon’s lifetime Israel had 40 years of peace. What intrigues 
me is that the naming and building of the altar are before all of 
this. Upon being called by God, Gideon made an altar and 
called it “Jehovah-shalom” (Jehovah is my peace). 

What is peace? Is it the absence of conflict? Is it a calm, 
almost glassy sea with little or no waves? Asked to depict 
peace, an artist painted a picture of a raging storm with waves 
crashing against the shore, lightning flashing and chaos about. 
In the middle of the picture in a small shelter was a bird’s nest 
with a mother bird, undisturbed by the crashing waves and 
the raging storm.  

Jesus said, “My peace I give to you….Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27). Gideon 
knew that if God wanted him to take on his enemies (from 
whom he was hiding and threshing grain at night) then the 
battle was the Lord’s and Gideon could be at peace about it. 

What about us? What steals your peace? Ask God to 
replace it with a calm assurance of his abiding presence. 

SONG: It Is Well with My Soul 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, grant me the serenity to 

accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the 
things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.—
Reinhold Niebuhr 

—Don Worden 
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Thursday 
March 14 

Jehovah-shammah: 
Jehovah Is There 

BIBLE READING: Ezekiel 48:30-35 
You may want to read more of the last portion of Ezekiel. If so, 
that is fine. However, in keeping with the theme of this week, 
rather than discuss the city, I want us to focus on its name and 
the reason for its name. It is where Jehovah is; it is his 
residence.  

In Corinthians, Paul refers to Isaiah 64: “Eye has not 
seen, nor ear heard...the things which God has prepared for 
those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9 NKJV). Discussions 
about the dimensions and makeup of the city are fine, but the 
most important aspect is God’s presence. We read in the 
Scriptures that Jehovah is omnipresent—that is, he is 
everywhere. What does it mean that he is here in this city? Is 
he present in a way that he is not present everywhere else? 
Neither a theologian nor a philosopher, I won’t be making any 
profound statements about Ezekiel’s meaning. But Jesus said 
that following his ascension, while he was away, he would be 
preparing a place for us: that must mean something! 

I suspect it has to do with what Paul says in 1 Corin-
thians 13: “Now we see but a poor reflection…then we shall 
see face to face” (v. 12). God said no man could look at him 
and live. Once we reach that city, all such restrictions and 
cautions will be removed! It will be God’s presence that 
makes it heaven. 

SONG: In the Garden 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, those moments we 

share together “in the garden” only whet our appetite for 
when our fellowship with you will be complete and 
uninterrupted. Help us keep our eyes focused on that  
goal with you in that city.  

—Don Worden 
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Friday 
March 15 

Jehovah-tsidkenu: 
Jehovah My Righteousness 

BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 23:5-6; 33:15-16 
These two passages seem very familiar. The King James and 
other earlier versions use the term tsidkenu with the name 
Jehovah. If you have access to Peterson’s The Message, you 
will notice a subtle difference. In chapter 23, Peterson’s 
translation says, “This is the name they’ll give him ‘God-Who-
Puts-Everything-Right’.” In chapter 33, Peterson says it is a 
motto for God’s city: “God Has Set Things Right For Us.” 

We are all born with an innate sense of what is right and 
wrong. Even among small children if one is favored over 
another, the one will demand his/her “rights.” Every society 
has its own sense of rightness and fair play.  

As sinners saved by grace, we recognize that what we 
really need is not justice or rightness, but mercy. So when the 
prophet speaks of God’s “righteousness” or putting everything 
right for us, we are talking about something entirely different. 
When we cross that inevitable river or bridge and the veil is 
removed, we will experience a “rightness” that is hard to 
describe. During this lifetime we get glimpses now and then of 
what it will be like, but only glimpses.  

In Isaiah God says, “I even I, am he who blots out your 
transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no 
more” (Isaiah 43:25). The depth of God’s love is almost 
incomprehensible, yet it is the basis for our relationship with 
him. His love is why he seeks a relationship with us! 

SONG: The Love of God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, you have been trying to 

teach us what it means for you to love us and for us to love 
you in return. Never, never stop trying!  

—Don Worden 
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Saturday 
March 16 Jesus, the Great I Am 

BIBLE READING: John 8:48-59 
This is just one of the many places in John where Jesus boldly 
claims to be equal with Jehovah of the Old Testament. Those 
who picked up the stones clearly understood his point. 
Repeatedly throughout his ministry Jesus did and said things 
that if the leaders had been seriously looking for their 
Messiah, they could not have helped but realize who he was 
and what he claimed to be doing. 

When I first thought about this series, I thought about 
what a wonderful thing it would be to see a parallel between 
the Jehovah-whoever of the Old Testament and Jesus’ “I AM” 
statements in the New Testament. But no such automatic 
correlation emerged. However, I could not get away from the 
thought that they are intertwined and each there for a specific 
reason. As to the correlation between the statements in the 
two testaments: 

Jesus clearly was identifying himself with Jehovah. 
“Before Abraham was, I am.” 

There is no exact parallel between the two, and neither 
list was meant to be exhaustive. 

Jesus’ point was not “I am this, or I am that, but “I am 
whatever you need.” 

Part of the joy of following Jesus is to see how he is so 
very good with the little things and equally able to handle the 
big ones. He rewards childlike faith, regardless of the age of 
the child! 

SONG: There’s Something About That Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you for your great 

love and sacrifice on our behalf. Help us to recognize it for 
what it is and learn to trust you more and more each day.  

—Don Worden 


