
Dave and Judy Woolsey 

We are celebrating forty-seven years of marriage in 2015, and New-
berg, Oregon, has been our home for the last ten years. We enjoy 
living near our grown sons and their families, trying to keep up with 
the current interests of the six grandchildren, who range in age 
from eight to seventeen. We also enjoy taking in the sports and cul-
tural events on campus at nearby George Fox University, and being 
a part of the Newberg Friends Church community. 

We are pictured here while sightseeing with friends in San Diego 
following the Summit 2014 Friends conference last December. 
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Sunday 
September 27 God of Mercy 

BIBLE READING: Nehemiah 9:28-31  
“What a gracious and merciful God you are!”  

(Nehemiah 9:31, NLT) 
It’s likely that all of us have experienced mercy at some time. 
Who doesn’t remember “getting in trouble,” and feeling relief 
when the punishment we expected didn’t happen? The per-
son with the authority to declare judgment chose to extend 
mercy instead. Mercy is described as encompassing kindness, 
compassion, favor, as well as pardon and forgiveness.  

Our God is a God of mercy. When writers of the Old  
Testament spoke of God’s mercy, they often gave specific ex-
amples of God showing mercy to Israel. In today’s reading, the 
people of Israel praised God for his mercy as they corporately 
confessed the sins of their nation: they had turned away from 
God time after time, turned to idols, and had become proud 
and stubborn. But they thanked God for his mercy and  
patience in rescuing them and forgiving them again and again. 

Psalm 136 lists many reasons to praise God, “for his 
mercy endures forever” (NKJV): he is good; he alone does 
great wonders; he made the heavens and the earth, sun, moon, 
and stars; he gives food to every creature.  

God is still a God of mercy today. In Scripture he invites 
us to call on him and says he will answer. When we seek 
God’s mercy because we need forgiveness or we are in diffi-
cult circumstances and need his divine help, he reaches out to 
us with love and compassion. How grateful we are that he 
hears us, and walks with us through all the hard times as well 
as the good. 

SONG: God Is Good (All the Time)  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for your  

unfailing love and mercy. 
—Judy Woolsey 
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Monday 
September 28 God’s Mercy Revealed  

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 63:7; Titus 3:4-7 
There are many examples of God’s mercy throughout the Old 
Testament, but the ultimate expression of God’s love and 
mercy is Jesus. Many of us memorized John 3:16 as young 
children, and its message is profound: God so loved the world 
(us) that he gave his Son to bring us into an eternal relation-
ship with him. Jesus’ sacrifice provided for the forgiveness of 
our sins. “But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so 
much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he 
gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead” (Ephesians 
2:4-5, NLT). 

Jesus showed mercy throughout his earthly ministry, 
teaching and healing the people who came to him: the blind 
man, the lepers, Jairus’ daughter, the lame man, and more. He 
“went around doing good” (Acts 10:38). 

God is still in the business of healing. Our family experi-
enced his merciful healing in our granddaughter’s fight with 
leukemia. From the time of her diagnosis, many people 
prayed, and God heard our specific prayers for her and our 
prayers for healing. After all forms of treatment were tried and 
disappointing relapse occurred again, doctors had no more 
answers. Then we saw God step in and bring health and 
strength back to her in a miraculous way.  

God’s mercy will never end, and extends to us in our 
every need. “So let us come boldly to the throne of our gra-
cious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find 
grace to help us when we need it most” (Hebrews 4:16, NLT). 

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you for  

revealing your love through Jesus. 
—Judy Woolsey 
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Tuesday 
September 29 God’s Mercy Extended 

BIBLE READING: Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:8 
God intends for his mercy to be demonstrated through us, and 
Jesus set an example for us to follow in our interaction with 
others. In Luke 6:36 he says, “Be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful.” In today’s readings, we find that showing mercy 
and kindness to others is more important to God than piety or 
going through religious exercises. Expressing our love for God 
is meaningless if we are not demonstrating compassion for 
those around us.  

Jesus showed mercy throughout his ministry as he dem-
onstrated kindness to many individuals who were not re-
spected by others or treated well by their communities: the 
woman at the well, the tax collectors, the lepers and demon-
possessed, to name a few. He even asked his Father to forgive 
those who were putting him to death! 

If we fully recognize God’s unbounded mercy that he 
has extended to us, our gratitude should inspire us to share 
the good news of God’s grace, and also to treat others with the 
love and respect Jesus showed. Some may need our help of-
fered in a humble way, coming alongside them. Let’s consider 
the various circles of influence in our own lives. Who in our 
own home, church, or community needs our respect, kind-
ness, and compassion? Do we really see them? How would 
Jesus want us to extend his love and mercy to them? 

SONG: Make Me a Servant (or Make Me a Blessing) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, open my eyes to see  

ways that I can show mercy, just as you are merciful. 
—Judy Woolsey 
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Wednesday 
September 30 Goodness and Mercy 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 23 
This psalm has been a great source of comfort to many over 
the centuries, as an affirmation of God’s love for us, and his 
care as a shepherd cares for his sheep. The last verse, espe-
cially, assures us that God’s goodness and mercy (unfailing 
love or kindness in some versions) will follow us all our lives. 
What a treasure!  

In Phillip Keller’s book, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 
(Zondervan, 1975), the author reflects on the blessing this 
verse conveys, but he suggests another application that is 
worth considering. He ponders whether we are meant to sim-
ply soak up this goodness and mercy for ourselves, or whether 
God intends for it to flow on to others. We can look back over 
our lives and see evidence of God’s goodness following us 
along the way, but can anyone see it following after us, (in our 
wake, so to speak)?  

In the last few years we’ve attended the memorial ser-
vices of a number of saintly friends whose lives have been an 
inspiration and godly example over the years. Surely, good-
ness and mercy followed them all their lives; they extended it 
to many others, and that evidence still shows, even though 
they now “dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

We can follow their example in showing goodness and 
mercy. The writer of Hebrews encourages us: “Let us think of 
ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works”  
(10:24, NLT). Good idea! 

SONG: Surely Goodness and Mercy 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for the  

blessings that have followed me all my life. May your  
goodness and mercy flow through me to all those you  
bring into my life. 

—Judy Woolsey 


