
Ron Woodward

One of the highlights of 2016 for us was a visit to the Maranatha Baptist 
Church in Plains, Georgia, where we heard former President Jimmy 
Carter teach Sunday school. President Carter taught on “tithing” from 
the text in Genesis 14, where Abram gave a tenth to Melchizedek. 
(Carter actually spent more time speaking about the New Testament 
where Christ’s standard is to give one’s all.) Following the morning 
worship service everyone had the chance to have a photo taken with 
President Carter.

My Fruit of the Vine series this week is based on seven individuals 
whom I have known quite well during my lengthy ministry in the Friends 
church, and how those individuals have lived out quite remarkably a 
particular passage in the Bible.

At age eighty-two I am still dealing with an aggressive form of prostate 
cancer but am doing well so far. After spending last year as a librarian 
outside of Fairbanks, Alaska, my wife, Nancy, has settled into retirement 
in our home at Springbrook Meadows in the Friendsview Retirement 
Community in Newberg, Oregon.
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Sunday
July 9 Fidelity as a Preacher

BIBLE READING: 2 Timothy 4:1-2

Kenneth Pickering was my pastor at the Long Beach (California) 
Friends Church when I first became a Christian. Kenneth, who 
has now claimed his place in heaven, had a way of “commut-
ing” between pastorates in Friends churches both in California 
and Indiana. In addition to pastoring in Long Beach, Kenneth 
was pastor in both Spiceland and Winchester, Indiana.

Kenneth and his wife, Ruthanna, were often in our home 
for a meal in Long Beach. What I remember most about Kenneth, 
in addition to his delightful sense of humor, was his utter faith-
fulness to the Holy Scriptures. In season and out of season 
he had an unswerving fidelity to the written Word of God. I 
remember that his sermons were both interesting and highly 
instructive for a new believer. I loved to hear him preach!

Kenneth was also influential in my decision to attend 
Taylor University in Upland, Indiana. He had lived in Indiana, 
knew the college scene, and realized that I wanted to transfer to 
a Christian college, and he recommended Taylor over Earlham 
College. So because of him and a strong sense of inner urging, I 
made my decision and have never had any regrets.

As one can tell from today’s text, it was very important to 
Paul the apostle to charge his spiritual son Timothy in the most 
solemn manner possible. The apostle summons Timothy into 
the very presence of God and bids him imagine the time when 
Christ will actually appear in glory. What will be of utmost im-
portance on that occasion?

SONG: A Charge to Keep I Have
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, I pray today for my 

own pastor—that he (or she) would be utterly faithful to your 
word, and that this week he (or she) would have a clear sense 
of what to preach this coming Sunday.

—Ron Woodward
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Monday
July 10 Hospitality

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 4:8-9; Hebrews 13:1-2

During my first summer in Alaska, I spent time in construc-
tion work—laboring under the direction of two men from the 
Yorba Linda Friends Church, Les Blair and Charlie Warren, as 
we built the new Friends high school building in Kotzebue.

I especially remember the times that our crew took cof-
fee breaks and accepted the hospitality of George and Maggie 
Melton in their tent out behind our work site. During those 
times George and Maggie served us coffee and homemade 
bread with jam.

George and Maggie were always kind and generous with 
our crew, and in spite of very limited means they gave of what 
they had. George was a “native pastor” in what was then a mis-
sion field of California Yearly Meeting. During winter months—
after freeze-up—George and Maggie would pack up their tent 
in Kotzebue and return to one of the Eskimo villages as pastor. 
I remember George’s hospitality in the new church building at 
Ambler when Superintendent Keith Sarver, Harold Beck, and 
I made a visit to Ambler when snow was still on the ground.

In his first epistle Peter commands hospitality as one of 
the most important disciplines of the Christian life. Nowadays, 
hospitality has gone “out of fashion” among Christians, mostly 
due to busyness and the prevalence of two-career families. In 
spite of such cultural factors, we have a biblical mandate to 
practice hospitality. In fact, in the passage from Hebrews you 
and I are encouraged to consider extending hospitality even to 
strangers in light of the example of Abraham. How might you 
and I respond this week to this admonition in Scripture?

SONG: May the Mind of Christ, My Savior
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, show me how I can show 

hospitality—for your sake—sometime this week.

—Ron Woodward
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Tuesday
July 11 Making Disciples

BIBLE READING: Matthew 28:16-20; 2 Timothy 2:1-2

When I attended seminary I was still single; hence, I had room-
mates prior to taking a year off and going to Alaska on assign-
ment as a one-year missionary-teacher. One of my roommates 
was a Young Life leader by the name of Jake Coss. He happened 
to be the only one I ever knew who got an A in first- quarter 
Hebrew and flunked out of Hebrew exegesis before the year 
ended. Needless to say, Jake was not greatly inspired by the 
prof who taught Hebrew exegesis.

But Jake was a great roommate. And, inspired by Doug 
Coe, he had a passion for “passing the torch” in Christian 
disciple ship. (Doug Coe, by the way, was nurtured by such no-
tables as Mark O. Hatfield, Lorne Sanny, and Jim Rayburn, and 
had an effective ministry with legislators in Washington DC for 
many years. Born in 1928, Coe is now retired and still living, 
as far as I know.)

One day in seminary Jake proposed that we meet together 
one-on-one every week for approximately ten weeks, based on 
the Navigators’ concept of “the wheel”—Christ at the center as 
the hub, with four spokes: Prayer, Fellowship, The Word, and 
Witnessing. As far as I knew at the time, this plan of disciple-
ship was used by Doug Coe. Since then, I personally have made 
use of the same approach.

Paul had a specific approach to “passing the torch.” 
He endeavored to pour into Timothy’s life all he knew about 
follow ing Christ, with the expectation that Timothy would 
pass on the same vision to others “who will also be qualified to 
teach others.”

SONG: I Love to Tell the Story
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, please show me how 

I can be involved in a ministry of discipleship.

—Ron Woodward



18

Wednesday
July 12 The Gift of Service

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; Romans 12:4-8

“We have different gifts…if it is serving, let him [or her] serve.” 
Romans 12:6-7, NIV.

Leona (Cott) Owen was married to Arnold Owen, clerk of 
the Berkeley Friends Meeting, shortly after Nancy and I were 
married in 1969. Leona and Arnold met for the first time at a 
Friends United Meeting gathering just a few weeks before they 
got engaged and were later married. (Arnold’s first wife, Mary, 
had died of cancer.)

Having previously lived in Kansas, Leona displayed the 
gift of service as soon as she arrived in Berkeley. She hosted 
wedding receptions, cooked in the church kitchen and served 
a host of people in her home. She endeared herself to Arnold’s 
grandchildren by getting down on the floor and playing with 
them. In addition, when our first child was born, she volun-
teered to look after him on occasions when we had to be away. 
For us, Leona was the classic example of “one who served.”

Soon after Leona and Arnold moved to Newberg to enjoy 
their retirement years, Arnold died of cancer. Sometime later 
Leona remarried, becoming Mrs. Harold Aebischer. Since 
we had moved to Newberg by this time and had three small 
children, Leona continued to serve, meeting a host of practi-
cal needs for us. She had married into three different families 
and was able to lovingly adopt each member of those families. 
And, right up to the time of her death, she was concerned about 
reaching out to others.

Perhaps you have the gift of service. If so, are you exercis-
ing that gift this week for the glory of God?

SONG: O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, your Son came 

not to be served, but to serve. Help me to follow that example.

—Ron Woodward
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Thursday
July 13 Faithfulness

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 4:2; Galatians 5:22

When I was a new Christian, 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 made a pro-
found impression on me where Paul encouraged Corinthian be-
lievers to view him as a steward of the mysteries of God. Paul 
goes on to say: “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man 
be found faithful” (KJV).

No one in my acquaintance lived out this verse quite as 
well as Dr. Ezra DeVol. Born of missionary parents in China, 
Ezra DeVol and his two siblings lived with a family in Ohio 
after both parents died before Ezra was ten—his father in China 
and his mother in Ohio a couple of years later. Following a 
family tradition, Ezra went to medical school, got married, and 
sailed for China as a medical missionary. Because of World War 
II, he was soon evacuated, and after realizing that he couldn’t 
return to China, he and his wife Frances served as Friends 
medi cal missionaries for many years in India and Nepal.

Ezra and Frances retired to Newberg, Oregon, in 1979, 
just five years after I had arrived as a pastor at Newberg Friends 
Church. In retirement, Ezra was not only an elder at the church 
but was also a good friend and my doctor as well. After saying 
something critical of my ministry, Ezra DeVol made a public 
apology, and then lived out his latter years in our community 
as a godly example of Christian faithfulness.

I actually have my own “DeVol version” of Galatians 6:17 
since Dr. DeVol lanced a large blood blister on my left cheek, 
leaving a scar, after I had sallied-forth after a windstorm to cut a 
branch off a pine tree. The branch, under tension, had smacked 
me hard on the cheekbone.

SONG: For All the Saints
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I’m a steward of your grace 

and your truth. Grant to me a deep desire to be faithful.

—Ron Woodward
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Friday
July 14 Generosity

BIBLE READING: Galatians 5:22; 1 Corinthians 9:7-11

In my late 20s, living in Whittier, California, I became ac-
quainted with Kennard Haworth. Through our work together at 
Quaker Meadow Camp, we became backpacking buddies and 
made several trips together on wilderness trails, or sometimes 
on long hikes cross-country.

On one of our early backpack trips when freeze-dried food 
was not common, I remember Kennard’s generosity in provid-
ing a packet of freeze-dried pork chops. And then, shortly after 
my marriage to Nancy, Kennard gave us an orange two-person 
tent, insisting on no payment from us. In later years when I took 
our two daughters-in-law on their first backpack trip, Kennard 
not only provided transportation both ways, but cooked steaks 
for all seven of us on the night before we began hiking. When 
I was planning to provide support for our daughter and three 
of her friends in hiking the north half of the John Muir Trail 
in California, Kennard insisted that I should take his vehicle 
all the way from Oregon so we would have plenty of room. In 
recent years Kennard bought me a rather expensive camera and 
refused to take any money for it.

In the passage from 2 Corinthians, Paul makes his case 
for generosity in regard to a specific need, however, generosity 
is expected of all believers. In fact, it’s a fruit of the Spirit—
generosity (NRSV), or goodness (NIV).

Think for a moment about your own life. Who has 
uniquely shown generosity to you? Thank God for that person! 
Then, “go and do likewise.”

SONG: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I do thank you for 

_________ , and all the ways they have been generous. Show 
me today at least one way I can follow their example.

—Ron Woodward
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Saturday
July 15 A Welcoming Spirit

BIBLE READING: Romans 15:1-7 (NRSV)

“Welcome one another…just as Christ has welcomed you.”
When Nancy accepted the position as librarian at the 
International School of Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), I accom-
panied her in my retirement. It was there at the St. Andrews 
Presbyterian (International) Church that we received a warm 
welcome from Chin Chin Liew.

Chin Chin is a single, ethnic Chinese woman. She is an 
elder of the church, and a successful businesswoman, owning 
an impressive art gallery in an upscale shopping center.

But the quality in Chin Chin’s life that impressed us the 
most was her friendliness and her welcoming spirit. Every time 
we attended a worship service, Chin Chin met us with a smile 
and a cheerful word of greeting. My son Doug who now attends 
St. Andrews shared this testimony: “What is so impressive 
about Chin Chin is her care, her welcoming spirit, her attention 
to detail: remembering names, planning events, supporting 
people. She continues to always be at the front, giving hugs to 
people as they come. She relates so well to kids, being a power-
ful force for the Sunday school program.”

So for us Chin Chin Liew continues to live out the scrip-
tural admonition to welcome one another since each of us have 
already been welcomed by Christ himself. On the Lord’s Day 
when you or I attend a Sunday school class or a worship ser-
vice, it doesn’t take a lot of effort to develop the sensitivity to 
notice a person who might be in need of a warm greeting or 
word of encouragement. Tomorrow may be your opportunity to 
live out this verse!

SONG: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
PRAYER SUGGESTION: As I attend church, lead me to 

someone who needs a warm welcome.

—Ron Woodward


