
Ron Woodward 

My wife, Nancy, and I are both retired and have lived for a dozen 
years in a delightful condo in McNary Estates, Keizer, Oregon.* 
Following the pattern set by good friends of ours, we took the 
second of three “grandkids’ trips” to Guatemala on a Caravan Tour 
in June. (Our last trip for our two youngest grandchildren will occur, 
Lord willing, in the summer of 2018.) 

I wrote these devotionals during our “snowbird” experience in 
Tucson, Arizona, during the months of December and January—a trip 
inspired by our desire to be near Nancy’s father, Levi Willits, who 
had his ninety-second birthday last fall. The picture was taken in 
Yosemite Valley with El Capitan in the background. 

The biblical story of King Saul—the theme for this week’s devotion-
als—is one of the tragedies of Holy Writ. My hope is that we can gain 
some valuable lessons from Saul’s story. 

*From 2007 to 2013 we spent the academic years in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, for Nancy’s job as a librarian at the International School  
of Kuala Lumpur. 
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Sunday 
July 12 A Good Beginning: Anger Restrained 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 10:1-2, 23-27 
Saul was chosen by God as the first king of Israel. The prophet 
Samuel had felt rejected as the nation’s leader after the people 
demanded a king in order to be like the surrounding nations. 
God told his prophet that the people’s desire was really a 
rejection of Yahweh’s leadership, not Samuel’s (8:6-7). 

Many incidents give us a positive impression about the 
initial period of Saul’s kingship. For example, as a “preview” 
of our new birth in Christ, Saul was given a new heart by God 
(10:9). He was also given the gift of prophecy (10:10). When 
his time came to be summoned before the people, he dis-
played a rare form of humility by hiding among the baggage. 

But in today’s text, Saul had every human reason to be 
irritated, offended, and downright angry at cynics who tried to 
throw cold water on the spirit of rejoicing and celebration. 
These cynics despised the thought of Saul becoming their 
leader and their rallying cry was, “How can this man save 
us?” Furthermore, they expressed their cynicism by refusing 
to bring gifts to the new king. 

How did Saul respond? He restrained his human im-
pulse to retaliate. He simply “kept silent.” (A similar godly 
response is seen in 1 Samuel 11:12-13 when some of the peo-
ple insisted that the cynics should be executed for treason.) 

How do you deal with anger when things don’t go your 
way, or when people insult you? Do you have a tendency to 
lash out, or do you follow the biblical admonition from Ephe-
sians: “In your anger do not sin. Do not let the sun go down 
while you are still angry” (Ephesians 4:26). 

SONG: I Want to Be Like Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, help me 

remember that I can surrender insults or rejections to you 
without any need to retaliate. 

—Ron Woodward 
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Monday 
July 13 Legitimate Anger 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 11:1-6, 11-13 
When Nahash the Ammonite king advanced against the Israel-
ite city of Jabesh Gilead he insisted that the only way he 
would spare the lives of the people and make a treaty with 
them would be if the right eyes of all of the men were gouged 
out! The leaders of the city asked for time to frame an answer, 
a request that Nahash granted. When King Saul heard the 
news, “the Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power, and he 
burned with anger.” Here is a classic case of righteous indig-
nation inspired by the Lord. Motivated by his anger, King Saul 
summoned over 300,000 troops, launched a surprise attack 
against the Ammonites, and won a dramatic victory. 

Yesterday we saw how Saul wisely restrained the im-
pulse to anger; today we read about circumstances that de-
manded an angry response. The lesson, of course, is that anger 
is warranted when we see a clear case of injustice inflicted  
on others. Jesus was obviously angry when he overturned  
the tables of the moneychangers in the temple (Matthew 
21:12-13), and when he delivered his seven woes against the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law (Matthew 23). 

Last year in Ferguson, Missouri, many blacks, as well as 
others, were angry at what they perceived to be injustice when 
officer Darren Wilson shot and killed an unarmed black teen-
ager. While the circumstances of the event and the conflicting 
testimony before the grand jury rendered the situation am-
biguous, it cannot be denied that the anger of many people 
was based on what they felt was injustice. 

What about you and your situations? Can you recall a 
time when you really became angry at a case of injustice? 

SONG: May the Mind of Christ, My Savior 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to see the situations 

where I need to be angry for your sake, and for your glory. 
—Ron Woodward 
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Tuesday 
July 14 The Command to Wait 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 13:5-14 
One of my favorite verses from the psalms is Psalm 27:14: 
“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the 
Lord.” Saul had received from the Lord (through Samuel) the 
command to wait. But, like many of us, when the circum-
stances seemed to require it, he took matters into his own 
hands. Witnessing the scattering of his own army, he foolishly 
took on the role of a priest and presided over a burnt offering 
in an attempt to seek the Lord’s favor. Of course, Samuel 
arrived, just as he had promised, almost as soon as the sacri-
fice had been offered. Samuel’s question was: “What have you 
done?” In the biblical narrative it is all downhill for King Saul 
from this point onward. No longer do we get any positive 
impressions about Israel’s first king. Samuel makes it clear 
that Saul’s disobedience has rendered him unfit for the king-
ship. God sought a man after his own heart. Herein then is a 
reminder to us that some who seem to have such a promising 
spiritual beginning may eventually choose a path that leads 
far away from the Lord. 

But, let’s face it, sometimes it’s hard for us to know 
when to wait on the Lord and when to go ahead and act. It’s 
not always clear when we have an obvious command from the 
Lord to wait. Spiritual discernment is required. We need to 
believe that we will know if we “wait upon the Lord” in lis-
tening prayer. From the book of Isaiah the Lord speaks to us: 
“Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will 
rise up to show you compassion….Blessed are all who wait 
for him!…How gracious he will be when you cry for 
help!” (Isaiah 30:18-19). You might also know Isaiah 40:31 
which is the basis for the song I’m listing for today. 

SONG: They That Wait upon the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Teach me, Lord, to wait. 

—Ron Woodward 
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Wednesday 
July 15 The Sin of Disobedience 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 15:1-3, 7-9, 13-22 
Again Saul received a clear command from the Lord. The 
command raises a problem: How could a God of love com-
mand the complete annihilation of a whole nation—even the 
little ones? Someday we’ll understand; for the present we 
need to learn how highly God values obedience. 

Instead of obeying God’s command, Saul heeded the 
“common sense” reasoning of his soldiers and saved the best 
of the enemy’s herds and flocks. (He claimed the very highest 
of motives—to sacrifice these animals to the Lord.) Saul also 
spared Agag, the enemy king, taking him as a prisoner of war. 
Once again instead of obeying the Lord’s command, Saul took 
matters into his own hands and relied on his own understand-
ing (Proverbs 3:5). And once again, Samuel asked a key ques-
tion, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears?” (v. 14). 

Samuel’s indictment of Saul’s actions includes these 
memorable words: “To obey is better than sacrifice” (v. 22). 
Let’s apply that principle to our own lives. How easy it is to 
“offer sacrifices to God”—things like tithing, regular church 
attendance, and even dutiful daily devotions. These things we 
may do with little thought given to obeying the two great 
commandments: loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, 
and strength, and loving our neighbor as ourselves. Jesus 
declared that both commands provide for us the highest form 
of obedience (Matthew 22:34-40). And both commands re-
quire considerable thought and creativity on our part prior to 
implementation. 

Jesus said it simply, “If you love me, you will obey what 
I command.” Obedience is a higher priority than sacrifice. 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, help me this very 

day to focus on a command to obey! 
—Ron Woodward 
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Thursday 
July 16 Fear or Trust? 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 17:1-11, 20, 32-37 
King Saul and his army were terrified at the thought of facing 
Goliath. After all, Goliath was nine feet tall and heavily 
armed. David was only a boy. What chance did he have? Both 
King Saul and his armed men probably felt that they sized-up 
the situation as objectively as they knew how, based only on 
human reasoning. As a result of their analysis, they were 
dominated by fear. 

David, on the other hand, knew that “the Lord who 
delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear 
will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” David knew 
all about human reasoning, but beyond that he placed a solid 
trust in the Lord. 

We know the outcome of the battle. Goliath had an over-
confidence based, again, on the human situation. He saw 
David as a puny foe. David effectively used his slingshot, but 
his trust was in the Lord and he was prompted to say to Goli-
ath, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, 
but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied” (17:45). 

You and I face situations in which we have a choice to 
respond either with fear or trust. Like King Saul, we are con-
ditioned to analyze situations on the basis of human factors. 
Especially when we have the opportunity to use our spiritual 
gifts—like witnessing to a neighbor or getting up in front of a 
group—we can easily be paralyzed by fear. Yet, the key ques-
tion is: What does the Lord want me to do? If we can answer 
that question, we can choose to move from fear to trust. 

SONG: I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to identify the 

kinds of situations to which I often respond in fear. And then, 
by your grace let me move from fear to trust. 

—Ron Woodward 
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Friday 
July 17 Jealousy 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 18:6-11 
In the epistle of Paul to the Galatians, jealousy is included in a 
list of acts of the sinful nature, along with witchcraft, hatred, 
selfish ambition, and drunkenness (Galatians 5:19-21). In his 
downward spiritual spiral, King Saul became consumed with 
jealousy. Our Scripture today exposes the jealousy kindled 
and nurtured by the songs the women sang. Anger teamed up 
with jealousy (v. 8; 20:30), and jealousy led the king to try to 
kill David, first with his spear (v. 11; 19:10) and then with a 
series of plots (19:1, 11, 20). 

Saul’s jealousy was connected to the fear that David, 
obviously blessed by the Lord (when Saul knew that he was 
no longer blessed), would become king in his place. This fear 
caused him to lash out at his own son Jonathan and say to 
him, “Don’t I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse 
to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore 
you? As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither 
you nor your kingdom will be established” (20:30-31). So, 
Saul’s lock on the kingship, for himself and his posterity, was 
his most important value. 

Can you think of a time when you were jealous of some-
one? I still remember from almost forty years ago a pang of 
jealousy when a young woman frankly and unfavorably com-
pared my college teaching (as an adjunct professor) to the 
teaching of my colleague in ministry. I knew at the time that 
our styles of ministry and teaching were very different, but the 
remark still hurt. The lesson from Saul for me is that jealousy 
must be nipped in the bud. It cannot be allowed to linger. 

SONG: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, help me to be  

honest enough today to acknowledge when I have been 
tempted with jealousy. 

—Ron Woodward 
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Saturday 
July 18 Friendships Rooted in Christ 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 20:1-10, 16-17 
Apparently the bond of friendship between David and Jona-
than was virtually instantaneous when David was in the 
king’s presence shortly after defeating Goliath. Scripture tells 
us that at the time “Jonathan became one in spirit with David, 
and he loved him as himself” (18:1). The covenant between 
the two was obviously rooted in a common devotion to the 
Lord. We see how different Jonathan was from his father in a 
battlefield incident narrated in 1 Samuel 14:6, and later on in 
the dialogues between father and son. Jonathan loved the 
Lord, trusted in him, and found a kindred spirit in David. 
And, for David’s part, he followed through on the terms of the 
covenant long after Jonathan had died in battle. 

One of the most powerful testimonies to this relation-
ship between the two men is found in 1 Samuel 23 where 
we’re told that “While David was at Horesh in the Desert of 
Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his life. And 
Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him 
find strength in God” (vv. 15-16). In his book, Life Together, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer tells us that the word of God that comes 
from a brother or sister in Christ is stronger than the word of 
God in our own heart. Isn’t it true of your experience? There’s 
nothing quite like the strength and courage that can come to 
us from a brother or sister in Christ at a time of need. 

If this is true—and it is—how much of an incentive this 
gives us to find ways to encourage and bless those who are 
close to us in the Christian fellowship! And how rich we are if 
we can name one or two close friends with whom we have a 
relationship akin to that of David and Jonathan! 

SONG: Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, please show me today 

whose hand I can strengthen in the Lord! 
—Ron Woodward 


