
Ron Woodward 

Born in 1871, Frank W. Boreham was a Baptist preacher who 
ministered extensively in the United Kingdom, Australia, and 
Tasmania. But in the 1920s he published a series of books based 
on 125 sermons he had preached on the theme “Texts that Made 
History.” The seven devotionals that follow are taken from some 
of the sermons that F. W. Boreham preached many years ago. 
Most of the Scripture passages were so powerful that they not 
only changed history but may also have impacted your life as 
well. I do hope you will spend time with these verses in medita-
tion and reflection. (References to the key passages are from 
the King James Version since that was the Bible Boreham used.) 

Nancy and I are pictured in front of our 2013 Christmas tree in 
Salem, Oregon, after spending the better part of six years in 
Malaysia where Nancy served as a librarian at the International 
School of Kuala Lumpur. In retirement at the ripe old age of 79, 
I continue to do some writing and editing for Barclay Press in 
Newberg, Oregon. 
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Sunday 
August 24 Martin Luther’s Text 

BIBLE READING: Habakkuk 2:2-4; Romans 1:16-17; 
Ephesians 2:8-9 

“The just shall live by faith.” This verse launched the Refor-
mation and changed history. But as an Augustinian monk in 
his twenties, Luther lived as though the passage might have 
read, “The just shall live by fear.” He was terrified by the 
thought of death and his appearance before an angry God. As 
a monk in Germany, he continued to torture his body in an 
effort to receive merit from God. Luther was puzzled by the 
meaning of the text in Habakkuk, “The just shall live by 
faith.” What could this possibly mean? At age 27 he had the 
opportunity to make a pilgrimage to Rome and hoped to re-
ceive an indulgence from the Pope if he crawled up the 
Lateran steps on his hands and knees. But in that very act of 
self-torture, his mind once again began to dwell on the text. 

Several years later as he prepared to lecture on Ro-
mans 1:16-17, the truth of this text and the quotation from 
Habakkuk completely transformed his life, enabling him to 
live not by fear, but by faith in Christ’s atoning death for 
him on the cross. “Before those words broke on my mind, I 
hated God and was angry with Him…. But when, by the 
Spirit of God, I understood these words—“The just shall live 
by faith”—…I entered through the open doors into the very 
Paradise of God!” 

What do these words actually mean to you? Have un-
derstood this text and been transformed? 

SONG: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: If you can revisit in your mind 

a conversion experience (when you first internalized Romans 
1:16-17), thank the Lord that you now can live not by fear or 
effort, but by faith. 

—Ron Woodward 
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Monday 
August 25 Hudson Taylor’s Text 

BIBLE READING: John 19:29-30 (Tetelestai!);  
Hebrews 10:11-14 

As a teenager, Hudson Taylor was bored. He wandered into 
his father’s library looking for something to read and came 
across a tract. Knowing there would be a story at the begin-
ning and a moral at the end, he determined to enjoy the story 
and forget about the rest. But the pamphlet dealt with a theme 
he’d never encountered before: the finished work of Christ. He 
was captivated. “If the whole work was finished, and the 
whole debt was paid on the cross, what is there left for me 
to do?” He kneeled on the hard floor and surrendered his 
life to the Savior who had given everything for him. 

The Greek word is tetelestai: “it is finished”—the final 
word of Christ from the cross. Many years later in his biog-
raphy, Hudson Taylor quoted a hymn written by James 
Proctor: “It is finished!” yes, indeed / Finished every jot / 
Sinner, this is all you need: / Tell me, is it not? / Cast your 
deadly doing down, / Down at Jesus’ feet / Stand in Him, in 
Him alone / Gloriously complete.” 

The paradox, of course, is that even though Taylor’s 
life was transformed by the realization that there was noth-
ing left for him to do, in going to China as a missionary he 
toiled for 51 years more diligently than any man ever did in 
sharing the gospel with those who had never heard. 

Spend a moment or two in meditation on the cross. 
What does tetelestai mean to you? How does this one Greek 
word relate to your own labors for Christ? 

SONG: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank the Lord that there is 

nothing that you can do to earn his favor, but that you can 
rest fully in the finished work that he accomplished on the 
cross. 

—Ron Woodward 



71 

Tuesday 
August 26 William Penn’s Text 

BIBLE READING: 1 John 5:1-5 
Most of us probably know the story of William Penn—at least 
the knowledge that as the son of a British admiral, he was 
born into a family that had wealth and position. William Penn 
went to Oxford but was expelled from that prestigious school 
after his spirited defense of the cause of persecuted Quakers. 
Shortly thereafter, the Quaker evangelist Thomas Loe visited 
the area, and William Penn was profoundly moved when 
Loe preached on the text from 1 John 5: “This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 

According to Frank Boreham, Penn first had to over-
come an inner battle with the world and all that the world 
could offer to him. In Penn’s own words, “The glory of the 
world often overtook me, and I was ever ready to give my-
self up to it.” Yet the “faith that overcometh the world” 
proved victorious.  

But William Penn’s faith gave him victories within the 
outer world as well. When he accepted land in the Ameri-
can Colonies in payment of a debt the crown owed to his 
father, the Quaker colony of Pennsylvania was established. 
There Penn determined that his faith could overcome a host 
of problems, including relationships with native peoples. 
When Penn first met Algonquin chiefs on the banks of the 
Delaware, he was unarmed and unafraid. His manner and 
facial expressions inspired confidence and trust. A long-
term relationship was born. 

In what ways do you sense that your faith in Christ has 
led to victory? 

SONG: Faith Is the Victory 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank the Lord that your faith 

in Christ provides victory both over the sin problem within 
and all the challenges of the world without. 

—Ron Woodward 
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Wednesday 
August 27 Fyodor Dostoevsky’s Text 

BIBLE READING: Luke 15:11-32 
“He made us come into the room,” his daughter says, “and 
taking our little hands in his, he begged my mother to read the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son.” On his deathbed, the famous 
author listened with eyes closed, absorbed in his thoughts. 
“My children,” he said with a feeble voice, “never forget what 
you have just heard. Have absolute faith in God and never 
despair of His pardon. I love you dearly, but my love is noth-
ing compared with the love of God for all those He has cre-
ated. Even if you should be so unhappy as to commit a crime 
in the course of your life, never despair of God. You are His 
children; humble yourselves before Him as before your father, 
implore His pardon, and He will rejoice over your repentance, 
as the father rejoiced over that of the Prodigal Son.” A few 
moments later the great author died, not quite 60 years of age. 

In one of his books Philip Yancey compares the two 
great Russian novelists, Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoevsky. 
While Tolstoy was profoundly impressed with the ethical 
teachings of Jesus, Dostoevsky was moved and transformed 
by the grace of God. In so many ways he had made a mess of 
his own life and deeply sensed his own need for forgive-
ness. This theme is illustrated not only in “Dostoevsky’s 
text”—the Parable of the Prodigal Son—but also in his great 
novel, Crime and Punishment. 

As you read this familiar parable today, try to place 
yourself in the story. Do you see yourself as the older 
brother? Or as the prodigal son? 

SONG: Amazing Grace 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: In your own way, take  

a moment to praise the Lord for his marvelous grace. 
—Ron Woodward 
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Thursday 
August 28 Francis of Assisi’s Text 

BIBLE READING: John 19:17-30; Galatians 6:14-16 
Francis of Assisi died 400 years before John Bunyan was born. 
His life has been celebrated by Christ-followers across the 
world. There is no doubt he would have been voted “most 
likely to succeed.” He was the “life of the party” and given the 
nickname of “the flower of Assisi.” He was “foremost in every 
feat of arms, first in every triumph of scholarship, and the gay-
est figure in every festival.” 

His turning point occurred one day when, twenty-four 
years old, he walked a short distance to the little church of 
St. Damian. Something about the crucifix in that church 
captured his attention. Instead of seeing an awful picture of 
suffering, Francis sensed that Jesus was addressing him per-
sonally: “Come unto me.” With a sense of deep conviction, 
Francis cried out. “O Lord Jesus, shed thy light on the dark-
ness of my mind!” In that very moment his life was 
changed. “God forbid,” he cried, “that I should glory save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me and I unto the world.” 

Five centuries later Isaac Watts wrote the words that 
perfectly described the consecration of Francis of Assisi: 
“Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast / Save in the death of 
Christ my God! / All the vain things that charm me most / I 
sacrifice them to His blood!” 

Tradition has it that Francis was so committed to the 
cross that he had the stigmata—the marks of Jesus’ cruci-
fixion visible on his own body. Yet Francis never lost his 
cheerful spirit.  

SONG: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Focus on one line in Isaac 

Watts’ hymn and use it as your prayer-confession to the Lord. 
—Ron Woodward 
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Friday 
August 29 John Bunyan’s Text 

BIBLE READING: John 6:35-40 
In Pilgrim’s Progress, the leading character, dressed in rags 
and with a burden on his back, follows the counsel of Evan-
gelist and comes to a gate and asks for permission to enter. 
Good Will, the keeper of the gate, says that he makes no objec-
tion to anyone who desires to enter. “Notwithstanding all they 
have done before they come hither,” he says, “they are in no 
wise cast out” (John 6:37 KJV). 

According to Frank Boreham, those very words of Je-
sus were John Bunyan’s text, that he personally felt he was a 
blot upon the face of the universe. In his own words, he was 
“gone and lost!” But in a great sense of darkness over his 
own sin, “this Scripture did most sweetly visit my soul: 
‘and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out’…. O, 
the comfort that I had from his word!” 

On the basis of the words of Jesus, John Bunyan was 
overcome with a sense of the approachability of the Savior. 
With that understanding he realized it was possible for 
someone to go directly to the fountain of grace in spite of a 
deep sense of unworthiness. But, in the words of Jesus, Bun-
yan also had a vision of the reliability of the Savior. He fo-
cused on the phrase “in no wise.” Jesus had made it clear 
that there was no way he would refuse those who came to 
him in simple faith. One of Bunyan’s written works, Grace 
Abounding to the Chief of Sinners (1666), reflected his own 
sense of wonder at the grace of the Lord Jesus. 

In today’s world few of us have the deep sense of sin 
that troubled John Bunyan. Yet the great apostle Paul saw 
himself as the “chief of sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). 

SONG: Rock of Ages 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray the prayer of David in 

Psalm 139:23-24. 
—Ron Woodward 
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Saturday 
August 30 George Fox’s Text 

BIBLE READING: John 1:6-9; 8:12; 9:5 
First John 1:9 has been called “the Quaker verse,” in no small 
part because of George Fox and his ministry. “The Lord 
opened to me by His invisible power that every man is 
enlightened by the divine light of Christ.” “In all his testi-
mony and ministry,” says William Penn, “George Fox la-
boured [sic] incessantly to open this one truth to the under-
standing of the people—that Christ Jesus is Himself the Light 
of the World.” As most Friends today realize, George Fox 
experienced this inner illumination when he was impressed 
that “There is one, even Christ Jesus, that can speak to thy 
condition…. For the Lord showed me why it was that none 
upon earth could help me. It was that I might give him all 
the glory, and that Jesus Christ might have the pre-
eminence, seeing that it is He, and He alone, Who enlight-
ens.” Fox’s own experience with the Light of Christ was so 
profound that he felt he needed to communicate this truth 
to every person in England and in lands beyond. “Nothing,” 
wrote Bancroft in his History of the United States, “nothing 
could daunt his enthusiasm…. If driven from the church, he 
spoke in the open air; forced from the shelter of the humble 
alehouse, he slept without fear under a haystack.…” 

In today’s world, many of us might need to confess 
that we are virtual strangers to the Light of Christ within. 
We seldom make time for solitude and silence. Our prayers 
are more of a monologue than a dialogue. Even as Quakers 
we may stand in need of the primary message of George Fox. 

SONG: The Light of the World Is Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: If at all possible, take some 

time today for “listening prayer.” Wait upon the Lord in  
silence and be attentive to his voice within your heart. 

—Ron Woodward 


