
Anne Willis

2010 was a year of life change for my husband, LeRoy, and me. We sold 
our house and downsized in a big way. We both retired in August, and 
one week later we were leaving Kansas for life on the road in a forty 
foot RV, a Silver Eagle bus conversion we call Liberty. We left behind 
our daughter’s family and our church family at Northridge Friends in 
Wichita. To keep in touch, I started writing a blog to chronicle our 
travels, 2010liberty.wordpress.com.

This past year, 2015, we celebrated our fiftieth anniversary with an 
Alaskan cruise. Typically, we winter in Tucson, Arizona, (where we attend 
Northwest Community Friends Church) and summer somewhere cool, 
seeking that perfect seventy-five-degree day and visit our son Robert 
and wife Shelly, daughter Heidi and husband Tim, and six grandkids 
during the fall and spring (allergy season, LeRoy says).

This week’s devotions deal with priorities: the who, what, when, where, 
and how of living according to God’s plan, no matter where he calls us.

See you on the road!
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Sunday
August 28 Go!

BIBLE READING: Genesis 12:1-5

I never thought of myself traveling full time in retirement; it just 
sort of happened. On an RVing vacation, I mentioned to LeRoy 
that I could get used to “this,” meaning not going to work and 
enjoying different country every day. LeRoy understood it to 
mean that he should immediately begin looking for a bus. A 
bus like a Trailways bus? Yes, since a bus conversion provides 
more storage capacity and comfort than our little camper-type 
RV. And we were off!

I wouldn’t begin to compare myself with Abram, but I 
will say that it seemed the Lord was leading us to leave our 
familiar surroundings and go—where? As with Abram, the des-
tination didn’t seem to be the issue, just go. Abram heard God 
say to leave his country, family, and his father’s home for an un-
determined land. What God wanted was Abram’s willingness 
to follow where he was led.

I dragged my feet at first—well, maybe for quite a while. I 
found lots of reasons we weren’t ready to retire, let alone drive 
away. My office needed me! And we had debt; we couldn’t re-
tire with debt. We had a mortgage on our house. What if we 
couldn’t sell it?

One of my favorite phrases in the Bible came into play 
then: “But God...” When God has a plan for your life, all the 
objections begin to resolve themselves. I just had to trust.  
Hebrews 11:1 in The Message reads “The fundamental fact of 
existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foun-
dation under everything that makes life worth living. It’s our 
handle on what we can’t see.”

SONG: God Leads Us Along
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I want to follow where you 

lead. Help!

—Anne Willis
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Monday
August 29 Who Is More Important?

BIBLE READING: Genesis 22:1-5, 8, 13; Exodus 13:21, 22

When LeRoy and I began talking about living full time in our 
RV, I had issues to work through. Could I leave our family? 
At the time, our children had left us, scattered a day’s drive 
from us in two directions so that didn’t seem to be much of 
a problem. We visited my mother, in her nineties and in poor 
health, at least twice a week. What about our church family at 
Northridge Friends? We were there when it formed in 1970, 
so these friends had been close for many years, even when job 
changes moved us away for eighteen years. How could I leave 
all that behind? I’m a people person. Would a life on the road 
be lonely?

For Abram and others who followed generations later, 
it was a matter of trusting God and following his direction. 
Abram trusted God to keep his promise through Isaac even 
when he was asked to sacrifice his son. When God heard the 
Israelites and led them out of Egypt, their way was not laid out 
far ahead of them. They followed a cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night, one day at a time. My comfort zone, like that of 
the Israelites, was seriously threatened. I wanted to see fire, a 
cloud, something!

God’s question to me, and to all of us, was and is, “Who 
comes first in your life every day? Are you really willing to 
follow my lead?”

SONG: My Lord Knows the Way through the Wilderness
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to make you my 

focus and to see my day through your lens.

—Anne Willis
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 6:19-21

What about our “stuff,” the accumulation of a forty-five-year 
marriage, twenty of them in the same large house? What about 
treasures inherited from Oklahoma homesteaders? Memories of 
our kids’ school years that survived in the same boxes through 
countless moves to various homes and states? And our photos! 
The dune buggy parts and magazines LeRoy had amassed and 
the things from his jobs, presumably kept for his “presidential 
library”?

Today’s Scripture in The Message says, “The place where 
your treasure is, is the place you will most want to be, and end 
up being.” What did that mean in my life? I had made these 
things more important than my relationship with the Lord. Was 
that china cabinet full of antiques of more value to me than 
doing what God was asking of me? Was my house a status sym-
bol or a tool to use for the kingdom?

The answer—not always easy to accept—is that God is 
important and all the rest is just stuff! Moving fifteen times in 
twenty-six years had shown me that already. God had begun 
to work with me on that issue long before we retired, but I fre-
quently have to give this issue back to him. Ultimately it all 
belongs to him anyway and he always meets my physical and 
financial needs regardless of where or in what we live.

The things I held dear have been shared with family and 
friends and bring joy to many, instead of just us. And the pres-
idential library? Well, probably not.

SONG: He Owns the Cattle on a Thousand Hills
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, clear my eyes of all the 

things I hold dear if they take my focus from my relationship 
with and obedience to you.

—Anne Willis

Tuesday
August 30 What Is My Priority?
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 4:19-20

We had questions with no answers, problems to be solved. We 
owned a house on a busy thoroughfare. We had tried unsuc-
cessfully to sell it several times over twenty years. What if we 
couldn’t sell it now? We owned a bus but what if the conver-
sion work LeRoy was doing to make it livable wasn’t finished? I 
mentioned earlier that my mother’s health was precarious. Even 
though she was looking forward to our retirement, what if she 
needed us and we were gone? We were used to a comfortable 
income that would be greatly reduced when we retired. How 
would we make ends meet?

God took care of these issues one at a time. We listed our 
house and less than sixty days later, Mother passed away. The 
following week, the house sold! And we got busy making the 
bus ready for occupancy. While it wasn’t completely finished 
by the time we moved out of the house, it was livable. We were 
able to pay off all our debt in the next few months and realized 
our retirement income would meet our needs. Why had we ever 
doubted?

God’s provision doesn’t depend on what we have, but 
upon his glorious riches, and they have been given to us in 
Christ Jesus. This is the same God who told Moses and the  
Israelites when it was time to stay in one place and when it was 
time to pack up the tabernacle, his earthly dwelling, and move 
on. And when he called the disciples, they followed immedi-
ately. Now he was telling us, it’s time!

SONG: Where He Leads Me, I Will Follow
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help me to always be able 

to follow on your timetable, even if it makes me uncomfortable.

—Anne Willis

When Do We Leave?
Wednesday
August 31
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BIBLE READING: Joshua 1:1-6

One thing we both knew, we preferred warm weather to cold, 
so we made our tentative plan to go to Arizona for the win-
ter. Taking a little liberty with Genesis, even Abraham “kept 
moving, steadily making his way south” (Genesis 12:9 MSG)! 
And LeRoy claims the apostle Paul told him that Phoenix was a 
more suitable place to spend the winter (see Acts 27:12).

But seriously, we felt a definite call to be of use in build-
ing the kingdom of God, even in retirement. We did not feel 
as though God was through with us and although we were no 
longer going to serve employers every day, we were still young 
at heart and healthy. We searched for a place to be of service, as 
well as to enjoy our retirement freedom.

We chose to serve the Friends church in Tucson, connect-
ing with pastor Adam Kemper and his family, as well as with 
the congregation. LeRoy’s handyman skills are put to use many 
times during a winter season and my years of working with sev-
eral office computer programs has allowed me to be helpful in 
the church office. When the women’s Bible study was looking 
for a leader, I offered to moderate and what a blessing that has 
been to me. We’ve made our place in this congregation and we 
think they look forward to us coming each fall.

Where does God want to use you? He can and will direct 
you, even if you never leave home.

SONG: If Jesus Goes with Me, I’ll Go
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Where can I serve you best, 

Lord? Help me to be willing to listen and follow.

—Anne Willis

Where Would We Go?
Thursday
September 1
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BIBLE READING: Joshua 24:14-15

But why did we feel the need to travel full time? I can’t speak 
for anyone else, but for us, it seemed to be how the Lord was 
leading us. Another lifestyle might include maintaining a home 
year round, with additional expense for the traveling we hoped 
to do. We saw living in our converted bus full time as an eco-
nomical alternative, even at six miles per gallon!

We wanted to maintain the freedom to give. We had felt 
called to commit to missionary support and we couldn’t walk 
away from that. Our finances had to be carefully managed, but 
we weren’t willing to stop giving, to put our own wants and 
needs ahead of the young missionaries who were depending on 
us. God was depending on us!

What is your call from God? Whatever it is, don’t walk 
away. If God calls you, he won’t leave you stranded. Does his 
call come with a cost? Then know that he will provide. Is there 
a way out? There is always a way out, as Joshua told the chil-
dren of Israel. They had a choice—serve the Lord or serve the 
gods of their ancestors, the gods of Egypt, or the gods of the 
Amorites. Each came with consequences, blessings or curses. 
Choosing other gods would result in destruction for them even-
tually, but choosing God was not necessarily the easy way out. 
They would have to fight for the land of their inheritance, but 
oh, the rewards!

Serving Christ is more rewarding than the alternative.

SONG: I’ve Got a Mansion
PRAYER SUGGESTION: As for me and my house, Lord, 

we choose to serve you wholeheartedly.

—Anne Willis

Why Travel Full Time?
Friday
September 2
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BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:11-13

So much excitement! So much angst! What about the logistics? 
LeRoy and I knew that we were embarking on a totally new 
adventure. Many of our friends thought, I’m sure, that we had 
taken leave of our senses. Others envied us and still others felt 
sorry for us. We researched, read blogs from other people’s jour-
neys, and tried to plan ahead at least a little way. Since our 
costs would depend upon a lot of variables, we had to put a 
budget in place to save for large expenses such as fuel and RV 
park fees.

All the planning in the world could not have prepared 
us for all the contingencies. Major mechanical expenses made 
us realize that we were not self-sufficient, that we needed to be 
sure God was with us, and that we needed to trust him to pro-
vide. You know what? He did just that. Sometimes he allows us 
to serve him in return for our space and hookups. Other times 
we sit still a while for repairs and are therefore not spending 
fuel money. However things work out, it is his provision.

Wait! Isn’t this the same situation we had been in when 
we were working? Fortunately, we had learned that God was 
dependable long before we were in crunch situations. Past ex-
perience became a monument we could turn to when our faith 
needed bolstering.

Isn’t that the way God works? He always knows our needs 
and will provide. Our experience on the road is no different 
than yours at home, whether you are working or retired. God 
leads and provides if we just trust him.

SONG: He Giveth More Grace
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, we thank you for your 

provision and your grace. Help us to keep trusting you.

—Anne Willis

How, Lord?
Saturday
September 3


