
Leann Williams

I live with my husband, Bruce, in Hayden, Idaho. We worship with 
Friends in Common, a small worship group meeting in Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho. I am a “massage pastor,” ministering to the needs of body and 
soul of those God brings as clients and friends.
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Sunday
April 23 Life-Giving Words

BIBLE READING: Psalm 12

I haven’t always loved words and reading. As a child, I was 
always one of the youngest in the class. My second and third 
grade teachers had a “reading train” chart showing how many 
pages each student had read during the year. I was always the 
caboose. Gradually I became a better reader and learned to love 
words.

As a student of the Bible, I love digging into the origi-
nal languages and discovering possible nuances of words that 
English cannot hold. I am not a scholar, but I check with Bible 
scholars to make sure my inferences have integrity.

Sometimes a nuance changes or significantly deepens the 
way I understand a concept. This week I will share some of the 
life changing words I have studied with God.

Psalm 12 speaks of those who misuse words to lie, flat-
ter, boast, plunder, and malign. The Lord’s words, however, are 
flawless, pure, and refined.

Psalm 119 instructs us that God’s words reverberating in 
our lives can bring us purity, freedom, hope, comfort, knowl-
edge, good judgment, and light to our paths. I love this line 
from Psalm 119:130: “The unfolding of your words gives light.” 
That is my prayer for these devotions this week.

Today, consider Psalm 12 and ask the Lord to reveal ways 
you might be using your words in any of the negative ways 
referred to in the passage. Open your heart to let God’s Word 
speak to your condition.

SONG: Wonderful Words of Life
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Living God, let your words come 

alive to us and reveal your heart in them this week. Tune our 
hearts to hear and discern your word to us each day.

—Leann Williams
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Monday
April 24 Forgive as You Are Forgiven

BIBLE READING: Matthew 6:9-15

I have participated in the Way of the Spirit contemplative re-
treat program this year. The theme of the second module was 
“Blessed Community.” In it we discussed the role of forgive-
ness in Christian community and the flow of the Spirit in our 
lives. It was helpful to imagine forgiveness flowing as a river. 
As we choose to participate in forgiveness by plunging into the 
river to receive forgiveness, we are enabled to let forgiveness 
flow through us to others. This turned my thoughts to a word 
study I had done on forgiveness several years ago.

Old Testament words translated “forgive” in English 
begin the study. Nasa means “to lift, bear, or carry.” It oc-
curs 654 times in the Old Testament, 18 translated “forgive”. 
Calach means “to forgive, pardon, or spare.” Kaphar means “to 
cover, purge, make atonement, or reconcile.” Naqah means “to 
be (or make) empty, clear, pure, or free.” As I read Scripture, 
these words describe the work of God in relation to man. The 
Pharisees understood this when they responded to Jesus: “Who 
can forgive sins but God alone?” Forgiveness of sin is a work 
only God can do to bear our sin, pardon, purge, and free us in 
order to reconcile us to himself.

Our part in this forgiveness is to receive. Receiving for-
giveness is an ongoing process, not just because I continue to 
sin, but because often I have not fully received God’s forgive-
ness. I hold on to guilt and shame denying God’s work of naqah: 
emptying, clearing, freeing me. I continue to nasa—to bear and 
carry—my own sin. I need God’s grace and mercy even to re-
ceive his forgiveness.

SONG: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, show me where I need to 

fully accept your forgiveness today.

—Leann Williams
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Tuesday
April 25 Erasers and Highlighters

BIBLE READING: Psalm 25:4-11

I love books and so do many of my friends. We share. I worry 
when I receive a pristine book because I am a messy reader. 
I highlight, underline, fold over pages, and make notes as I 
read in order to remember the important passages. I try to keep 
other’s books clean and erase any evidence that I was there. 
There are a few Hebrew words that contain these concepts of 
highlighting and erasing as it relates to forgiveness.

The first word is zakar often translated “remember.” One 
definition is: to mark so as to recognize—a lot like highlighting. 
It has also been translated: to recount, record, keep, or to mark 
(as a male marks his territory). This word is found in Psalm 25 
where David asks God to mark him in love, but not to recount, 
record, or remember his sin. Let’s follow God in refusing to 
highlight sins against us.

In Isaiah 43:25 God states, “I, even I, am he who blots out 
your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins 
no more.” The word “blot” in Hebrew is machah, “to blot, wipe 
away, abolish.” What grace God offers us, which we can offer 
others when we erase their sins from our memories!

In a similar verse, Hebrews 8:12, God says, “I will for-
give their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
“Remember” in Greek here is mimneskomai, “to make a fixture 
in one’s mind.” The root here is to gnaw or chew on something. 
This seems to be the very opposite of forgiveness. When we let 
a memory of sin gnaw on us or we chew on it, we are refusing 
to forgive.

SONG: Forgiveness (Matthew West)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to forgive as you 

do.

—Leann Williams
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Wednesday
April 26 God’s Furious Longing

BIBLE READING: Romans 9:20-26

Today was my youngest son’s twenty-fifth birthday. He called 
me this morning to let me know illness required him to post-
pone his birthday dinner. I assured him I understood and 
told him he was still my baby. He responded, “No, I am not!” 
Expecting a reprimand, I was surprised to hear him continue, 
“I’m your pumpernickel cutie!”—a name from a silly song I 
sang to him through childhood.

These moments are particularly sweet because less than a 
decade ago at my oldest son’s house, this son came up from the 
basement where he was living, saw my husband and me, and 
asked, “What are they doing here?” It’s been a long and difficult 
path to today’s heartwarming conversation.

God has traveled a difficult path in his relationship with 
humanity, sometimes arousing wrath. The book of Romans 
speaks of the wrath of God being revealed against people 
who suppress the truths of God made clear through creation. 
Contempt for the riches of God, hard hearts, unfaithfulness, 
and disregard for God’s laws arouse God’s wrath as well. The 
Greek word translated “wrath” in these passages is orgé: agita-
tion of the soul. The root of this word reveals the cause of the 
agitation. It is orego: to stretch oneself out in order to touch or 
grasp something, to reach after or desire.

In those tumultuous years with my younger son I got mad 
a lot. But behind my anger was a broken heart yearning for re-
connection. Now when I encounter God’s wrath in Scripture I 
understand it is the deep passion of God’s heart reaching for us 
that drives the agitation of God’s soul. Brennon Manning calls 
this the furious longing of God.

SONG: When God Ran
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, show me your heart today.

—Leann Williams
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Thursday
April 27 Choices along Rocky Paths

BIBLE READING: Acts 2:41-47

My yearly meeting has had some disagreements lately that 
have felt pretty threatening. I withdrew from full partici-
pation for a while out of discouragement. Then, in the “Blessed 
Community” module of the Way of the Spirit program, I en-
countered words that changed my perspective.

Acts 2:46 in the New King James Version reads: “So con-
tinuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and sim-
plicity of heart.” That phrase, “with one accord” was missing 
from the NIV and other translations. I had to investigate. The 
word in Greek is homothymadón which is a compound word 
from homou: together, and thymos: passion, anger, glow, ardor. 
I get a picture here of people sharing a motivating passion. We 
know from other Scriptures that the early church did not all 
think alike. But what enabled them to stay together was a uni-
fying passion for following Christ.

This verse also contains the phrase “with simplicity of 
heart.” The Greek here is aphelotēs, which literally means: 
without stones to stub the toe. I find it difficult to believe that 
people who sold their possessions, held all things in common, 
and worshiped and ate together daily found nothing to stumble 
over. They must have chosen not to let the rocky paths trip 
them up. They chose to hold on to one another with passion, 
joyfulness, and a refusal to let go or give up.

These words called me back to my community of faith 
with new commitment and hopefulness that what God did for 
the first century church can be done for us today.

SONG: I’m So Glad I’m a Part of the Family of God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help us to not let our rocky 

paths trip us up.

—Leann Williams
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Friday
April 28 Choosing the Best

BIBLE READING: Luke 10:38-42

It is difficult to discern what commitments to make with my 
time, talents, and energies without life becoming overly full. 
While considering an invitation to serve my yearly meeting last 
year, I found guidance in the words spoken by Christ in the 
story of Mary and Martha. Since this passage had always been 
interpreted to me as a commentary on busyness, I thought I’d 
take a closer look.

In the story recorded in today’s passage Jesus states to 
Martha, “You are worried  and upset about many things,  but 
few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen 
what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” The 
word “chosen” in Greek is eklegomai: to choose for one’s self, 
to pick one out of many. The two Greek words in the phrase 
“what is better” are agathos: useful, pleasant, agreeable, joyful, 
excellent, honorable, and meris: a part distinct from the whole, 
an assigned part. From these words one learns that Mary had 
chosen out of many choices the one task that was assigned to 
her; out of all that was needed the one part that was hers. It has 
helped me to see that what is better for me will meet the criteria 
of useful, pleasant, and joyful.

This passage has brought light and life to the choices I 
make with my time and energy. It is helpful to ask God, “Is this 
mine to do?” I ask myself, “Does this seem useful? Can I do this 
with honor? Does this seem life-giving?” It helps me to find the 
one thing that is needed.

SONG: Prayer for Guidance
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Loving God, help us to discern 

the tasks assigned to us and carry them out in faithfulness.

—Leann Williams
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Saturday
April 29 Radical Hospitality

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:9-21

My husband and I worship with Friends in Common in Coeur  
d’ Alene, Idaho. We hold our meetings at Second Street 
Commons, a place where homeless persons are welcomed, fed, 
and invited to share in Bible study and other outreach minis-
tries. Romans 12:13 is practiced there daily. It says, “Share with 
the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”

At first glance this verse doesn’t seem too hard to follow. 
We share with the needy through giving money, donating sup-
plies, and volunteering time. However, the Greek word here 
asks more of us. The word is koinōneō. It means to come into 
communion or fellowship with, to become a sharer or partner. 
That’s asking something more than making contributions.

The words translated “practice hospitality” in Greek 
are diōkō: to run swiftly to catch, to seek after earnestly, and 
philoxenia: love of strangers, hospitality.

In my experience growing up in church, Sunday afternoon 
was a common time to invite people over to share a meal. In my 
early marriage, I would prepare the meal for Sunday afternoon 
and then look for someone at church to invite to share it, often 
someone new or unknown.

This verse calls me to be in hot pursuit of showing love 
to strangers. Perhaps the era of Sunday afternoon meals is over, 
but hospitality should never be out of style. What might Christ 
be calling me to do to reach out and build relationships with 
the needy, the new to my acquaintance, and those in my life 
that I know only superficially?

SONG: They Asked, “Who’s My Neighbor?”
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Precious Father, who is on your 

heart today? Give me eyes to see them. Show me how to reach 
out in radical hospitality from your love in me.

—Leann Williams


