
Leann Williams 

Bridges are a means of connection or transition. “Bridges” seems to 
be the theme of my life in north Idaho during the past year. God has 
led my husband, Bruce, and me into precious relationships, building 
paths of connection in faith community. We engage in ministry as 
part of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends in relationship with 
people who feel a need for connecting outside of traditional 
“church.” The following devotions come from study and discussions 
on the book of Colossians which were part of our small group named 
“Bridges.” We are also crossing the transitional bridge in parenting 
to having no children in our home. 
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Sunday 
February 13 Love for All the Saints 

BIBLE READING: Colossians1:3-8 
Some days love comes sweetly with the ease of a fresh breeze. 
Then there are the other days. I remember a day when my 
then two-year-old son threw a large can of pumpkin at my 
bare foot in response to my “no.” It landed at the base of my 
big toenail. Standing in a pool of blood, I called my mom in 
tears hoping for words that would help me stay in control and 
keep my actions loving. Love was a difficult task on that day. 

Colossians chapter one records Paul’s prayer that began 
with gratitude for the Colossians’ love for all the saints. Their 
love, we read, was sustained by hope. The gospel that brought 
them to know the grace of God in truth provided hope not just 
for heaven, but for its continual work in their lives. Christ 
encountered a woman drawing water from a well (John 4). 
The truth of her sinful lifestyle when spoken with grace by 
Jesus brought the gospel, good news, to her soul and trans-
formed her life. 

I took comfort and strength from knowing my son would 
grow past his “terrible twos” which enabled me to love him 
with endurance. In Christian community we can keep on 
loving one another through difficult times when grounded in 
a gospel of hope. The gospel will produce fruit in the lives of 
those who follow Christ. We will be changed by the grace of 
God in truth. 

SONG: Change My Heart, Oh God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, bring the hope to our 

hearts that the gospel will bear fruit in our lives. Help us to 
love one another in hope. 

—Leann Williams 
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Monday 
February 14 Longsuffering with Joy 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 1:9-14 
One of the more difficult skills my fifth grade students must 
master is long division. (I hear that groan!) It’s not the concept 
or the process that is such a challenge; it’s the tedious prac-
tice. There is no other way to master this skill other than 
repetition.  

In the New King James version of Paul’s prayer in Colos-
sians 1, there’s a section that I receive with about as much 
enthusiasm as one of my fifth graders working division prob-
lems. In verse 11 Paul prays that the Colossians will be 
“strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, 
for all patience and long suffering with joy.”  

Wait a minute! It seems to me God should provide 
power for doing glorious things, accomplishing significant 
tasks. This prayer is for God’s strength to be applied to our 
lives when we experience the kinds of things that require 
patience and long suffering, yucky stuff!  

The last two words in verse11 add a new dimension. We 
are to be longsuffering with joy. There’s where we need God’s 
might and power. Working through long, difficult tasks joy-
fully does require divine help. One of the best examples of 
this truth was given to me by one of my students working a 
long division problem. As a class, students had memorized 
Isaiah 55:8-10 which explains that God’s thoughts and ways 
are radically different than our own. As this student began 
work on an especially long problem she looked up at me and 
said, “This is hard!” She paused thoughtfully and finished, 
“What joy!” 

SONG: If You Will Trust in God to Guide You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Our gracious God, help us to 

patiently bear yucky stuff with joy. 
—Leann Williams 
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Tuesday 
February 15 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 1:15-20 
My family shared our home with a young woman during her 
senior year in high school several years ago. I try to spend a 
few days each summer with this young woman. During our 
visit this year we each recounted our difficulties during the 
previous twelve months. She commented, “It would be so 
much easier to trust God if I could just see him.”  

When I begin to feel that life on this planet is out of 
control, I take time to read through Colossians 1. It reminds us 
that we have seen God. Christ is the exact likeness of the 
unseen God (Amplified). The Message states, “We look at this 
Son and see God’s original purpose in everything created…
everything of God finds its proper place in him.” Further, 
these verses assure us that God is in the process of reconciling 
all things to him. These words hold the idea that each part of 
creation will one day be returned to the created purposes of 
God. Things now out of joint that bring discord to our souls 
will be healed and harmonized in Christ.  

Colossians 1:18 in various translations describes Christ 
as preeminent or supreme. Those words sometimes sound 
harsh to our modern souls. According to John 1:17-18, Jesus, 
full of grace and truth, explains God. There are many pictures 
of God in Scripture and experiences in life that seem incon-
gruous with a loving God. I don’t pretend to have answers to 
all of these dilemmas, but what I know and experience of 
Jesus who walked the earth bringing healing, truth, love, and 
grace brings rest to my soul today. 

SONG: Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, help us to know God by 

knowing you. 
—Leann Williams 

Seeing God 
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Wednesday 
February 16 Sharing in Suffering 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 1:21-29 
Children have a great capacity for compassion. When exposed 
to the suffering of other children in the world, they often are 
moved to action. Elementary students in north Idaho where I 
teach raised funds to cover two years of expenses for a school 
in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya after seeing pictures of the 
conditions existing there. 

Colossians 1:25 in The Message reads, “There's a lot of 
suffering to be entered into in this world—the kind of suffer-
ing Christ takes on. I welcome the chance to take my share in 
the church's part of that suffering.” 

This idea of taking on the world’s suffering is found in 
many New Testament passages. 2 Corinthians 1:5 states, “For 
just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also 
through Christ our comfort overflows.” Paul prays to know the 
fellowship of Christ’s suffering. 

Philippians chapter 2 calls us to action based on our 
being united in Christ’s love and compassion. We are told to 
look after the interests of others with Christ as our example. 
Christ was moved with compassion over hunger, sickness, 
and people wandering like sheep without a shepherd. Second 
Corinthians 1 refers to God as “the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort” who brings us comfort so that we can 
offer God’s comfort to others. 

How do you suffer with Christ? Where are you moved to 
compassion? What can you do to bring the comfort of God to 
the world at this moment in time? Whose suffering is Christ 
calling you to respond to today?  

SONG: Let Your Heart Be Broken 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May our hearts be touched  

by suffering in the world as yours is, O Lord. Move us to 
compassionate action. 

—Leann Williams 
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Thursday 
February 17 Rooted in Christ 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 2:6-12 
Most years I take my fifth grade students on an overnight trip 
to camp to conclude the school year. My husband helps me 
gather a load of cardboard that students use to construct a 
sleeping shelter. One group of boys built a large, impressive, 
cardboard and plastic yurt perched on the crest of a hill. After 
all the boys had settled down for the night in their yurt, a 
sudden, roaring rush of wind blew unexpectedly up the hill 
straight into the yurt’s only opening. Responding to the yells 
of the boys, I opened my cabin door just in time to see the yurt 
levitate, hover, and fly for about fifteen feet before crumpling 
on the ground. Though built to withstand rain, the yurt lacked 
any anchor or foundation and was carried away with the 
wind. 

Scripture names several ways that a Christian can be 
“carried away.” In Hebrews 13 the wind is strange teachings; 
in James 1 we are “carried away” by giving in to our own 
sinful desires; in 2 Peter 3 the errors of lawless or unprinci-
pled persons threaten to carry us away. Colossians 2:8 warns 
us against human philosophy, tradition, and principles of this 
world. 

Our ability to stand firm against the winds of life is 
found in building our lives focused on Christ. The Amplified 
version of Colossians 2:7 reads, “Have the roots of your being 
firmly and deeply planted in Him, fixed and founded in Him, 
being continually built up in Him, becoming increasingly 
more confirmed and established in the faith.” In this confus-
ing world Christ is the truth in which to root and grow our 
lives for strength and endurance. 

SONG: The Solid Rock 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me build my life  

in you today. 
—Leann Williams 
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Friday 
February 18 God’s Dress Code 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 3:5-14 
One of the more frustrating daily issues I must face as a 
teacher is the dress code. Frankly, I don’t want to spend time 
or energy on what my students wear to school, enforcing 
unclear standards like “modest.” It was a happy day for me 
when our school adopted uniforms which left little room for 
interpretation. 

Colossians chapter 3 instructs followers of Christ to set 
our hearts and minds on things above because we have new 
lives that are being reformed to resemble our Creator. “Things 
above” sometimes feels nebulous to me. The passage gets very 
specific about the behaviors that no longer belong in our lives, 
kind of like a dress code telling you what not to wear. Thank-
fully, addressing my need for precise standards, the passage 
describes a “uniform” we are to put on. We are instructed to 
clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness, patience, and on top of it all, love. 

Verses 15-17 in Colossians 3 go on to describe three 
disciplines that help create the environment in which we can 
wear the uniform of Christ. The disciplines are: letting peace 
rule our hearts, being thankful, and letting the Word dwell in 
our lives. These are the ways we are renewed and enabled to 
live in a way that the world recognizes Christ in us. 

SONG: I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, help me to let your 

peace rule my heart. Help me to choose to be thankful. Dwell 
in me. Teach me your wisdom and your ways. Clothe me in 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and 
love. 

—Leann Williams 
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Saturday 
February 19 Kryptonite Relationships 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 3:18—4:6 
Author John Eldridge refers to family as kryptonite, the min-
eral from Superman’s home planet that rendered him power-
less on earth. I understand his analogy. Unhealthy family 
patterns still hold power in my relationships today. My faith 
is most conspicuous or conspicuously absent in relationships. 

The last section of Colossians brings the light of the 
previous chapters to bear on human relations. As God’s cho-
sen people, holy and dearly loved, our relationships on earth 
ought to bear the fruit of our new life in Christ. Paul specifi-
cally addressed family life, work, and interaction with 
“outsiders.” Taking the instructions in 3:18-21 together, we 
see families characterized by loving support and affirmation. 
Whether working as an employee, supervisor, volunteering, 
working on education, managing a home, or owning a busi-
ness, the basic principles in 3:22 through 4:1 apply to all the 
work in our lives. Work with integrity from your heart for God 
rather than people. Finally, instructions are given for our 
behavior among “outsiders” in 4:5-6. It may be non-believers 
or simply those outside our family and work environments 
referred to here. We are told to conduct ourselves with wis-
dom. Our words should be gracious and well seasoned. In 
each opportunity we should look for ways to respond that 
make good use of the time God gives us. 

Colossians 4:2 gives us the key to right relationships. 
The Amplified version reads, “Be earnest and unwearied and 
steadfast in your prayer life, being both alert and intent in 
your praying with thanksgiving.” Holding the people in our 
lives in prayer bears fruit in daily interactions. 

SONG: We Are God’s People 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lead me, Lord, in prayer and 

relating to the people in my life. 
—Leann Williams 


