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Sunday
June 26 Called to Witness

BIBLE READING: John 1:1-17

One summer afternoon shortly before I entered the third grade, 
a pleasant woman with a wide smile knocked on the front door 
of our family home. I had never seen her before, but there was 
something compelling about her. As it turned out, this lovely 
woman, known as Aunt Nancy, felt divinely called to witness 
to children. She decided that a weekly Bible club at my ele-
mentary school would be the best way to reach young souls 
and she appeared on our doorstep that day to ask my mother to 
serve as her assistant.

For years, Aunt Nancy shared the gospel with scores of 
grade school children, reaping a great harvest of blessings. 
Neighborhood children met Christ or came to know him in 
a deeper way as a result of her weekly lessons. A number of 
the children began to worship with their families at our local 
Friends church and many continue to do so. As some of us 
started to “age out” of Bible club, another neighborhood mother, 
fondly known as Aunt Gladys, hosted a weekly gathering for 
middle-schoolers in her home. Today, my sister is leading two 
Bible clubs of her own in northern Virginia. All of these are a 
powerful testament to Aunt Nancy’s faithful example of wit-
nessing to children.

Now granted, some of us do not have the same unique 
gifts of ministry as Aunt Nancy. Still, her example reminds me 
that I too am called to a life of obedient service, reflecting the 
Light of Christ within, in both word and deed. In whatever way 
the Holy Spirit uses us and our talents, we are all called to 
witness.

SONG: I Love to Tell the Story
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for the ones in my 

life who have told me about you. Open the way for me to help 
others know you more.

—Jacci Welling
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Monday
June 27 Heeding the Call

BIBLE READING: Matthew 4:18-22

One of my favorite missionary stories revolves around Esther 
Butler, the first American Friends missionary to China. Esther 
was born in a small Quaker village in Ohio, later teaching 
school there and in Kansas and North Carolina.

During a revival meeting in North Carolina, Esther be-
lieved she was divinely called to serve as an evangelist in China. 
She experienced no specific signs or visions, but there was “a 
conviction,” she later wrote, “that never allowed one question. 
I knew the country was China, the place Nanjing.” Certain of 
this call, she wrote to the Friends Missionary Advocate inquir-
ing about a possible placement in a foreign land. On the same 
day that the editor received Esther’s letter, a dispatch arrived 
from a Methodist missionary, seeking a “Quaker woman” to 
serve as a nurse in a hospital in Nanjing, China. Esther spent 
two years in nursing school before boarding a steamship bound 
for China in 1887.

Three years later, Esther established the Friends Mission 
in China. Small in stature but mighty in faith, Esther founded 
two churches, two hospitals, boarding and day schools, a Bible 
training institute, and street clinics with the assistance of other 
Friends missionaries who soon joined her. The fruits of Esther’s 
efforts are still evident today in China and Taiwan.

Wouldn’t it be nice if the leadings of the Holy Spirit were 
as crystal clear for us as for Esther? Esther’s story offers instruc-
tive lessons in listening and heeding. And her writings suggest 
that she spent much time in prayer and reading Scripture. She 
was primed to hear and obey. Am I?

SONG: Take My Life
PRAYER SUGGESTION: What an honor to be called to 

follow you and share in your work! I want to do great things 
with you, Lord Jesus.

—Jacci Welling
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BIBLE READING: Acts 16:6-10

Catherine DeVol spent most of her childhood in China where 
her parents were medical missionaries. Her parents died when 
she was quite young, but Catherine was determined to continue 
her parents’ work, an expectation shared by her guardians, fam-
ily members, and “weighty” Friends in her yearly meeting. So 
she intently prepared for medical school.

And then she met Everett Cattell, a fellow college student 
preparing for the ministry. He seemed perfectly suited to be 
Catherine’s life partner in every way except that he did not feel 
called to be a missionary in China. So Catherine saw no point 
in pursuing the relationship.

During Catherine’s final year in college, a friend posed 
a hard question: “Sure, your parents were doctors. Sure, you 
want to go back to China, but did God ever really tell you to 
go there?” That shook Catherine, but she could see that this 
pursuit was more of a personal aspiration than a divine calling.

Catherine and Everett married, and though she never 
served in China as a missionary, she did minister as a pastor’s 
wife and eventually as a missionary in India. Catherine faith-
fully served alongside Everett, led local Bible studies, and 
emerged as a gifted writer. She was clearly called, but not in 
ways she had imagined.

Catherine’s story is a powerful reminder that we may not 
always rightly discern God’s will in our lives. I know that too 
well, so I often seek advice from spiritually astute members 
of my informal “clearness committee” to help me determine 
God’s calling. For it is God’s calling that I yearn to follow.

SONG: Let Me Be a Sacrifice
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy Spirit, keep me always 

listening for your guidance and direction. Give me patience to 
let you work out your plan for my life, moment by moment.

—Jacci Welling

Tuesday
June 28 His Calling, Not My Call
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:10-16

George Fox, founder of the Religious Society of Friends, was 
considered an outlier. Like many English men and women 
during the seventeenth century, Fox was a spiritual seeker. 
Disenchanted with religious, social, and economic practices, 
he began a spiritual quest in his early twenties. After speaking 
with priests and pastors, Fox experienced a profound divine en-
counter and came to the conclusion that only one, “even Christ 
Jesus” could speak to his condition.

George Fox became an itinerant evangelist, preaching the 
gospel in villages throughout England and condemning social 
inequalities and injustices in society, including those within the 
church. Fox’s methods, as well as those of other early Friends, 
were often unconventional, as well as controversial. Quakers 
were imprisoned, persecuted, discriminated against, and even 
executed for their beliefs. They abandoned what Friends felt 
were empty sacramental rituals and testified that all people 
were equal before God.

Perhaps it’s not surprising, then, that Quakers were con-
sidered to be outliers. They sometimes interrupted church ser-
vices, preached brashly in village squares, or wore sackcloth to 
make their point. These Friends were not afraid to speak God’s 
truth, regardless of their reputation or the consequences.

I’m not sure I could have been a Friend back then. And 
yet, courageous testimonies of Friends who came before me 
continue to inspire and enlighten my faith. We are friends of 
Christ and called to testify and speak truth, even if that means 
we become outliers.

SONG: Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, sometimes I worry too 

much about fitting in and being accepted by others. Give me 
courage to partner with you no matter what it costs.

—Jacci Welling

Outliers
Wednesday
June 29
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:43-47; 22:35-40

When I was a young child, my parents loaded up the family sta-
tion wagon with all four kids and drove into an impoverished 
neighborhood recently ravaged by racial violence. Dad wanted 
to teach his children that our position of “privilege” must not 
blind us to racial and class injustices. I’m reminded of my late 
father’s frequent appeal to be Christlike in my interactions with 
all people, echoing the second great commandment, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39).

A tragedy at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Charleston, South Carolina, on a summer evening in 
2015 offers a poignant lesson about what it means to love and 
extend grace. While attending a Wednesday night Bible study, 
nine members of the church, including the lead pastor, died at 
the hands of a young gunman, who had long reviled African 
Americans. What followed was profoundly moving: not only 
did the family members of the victims extend forgiveness to 
the young man, but 250 Christians from several ethnic back-
grounds gathered for Bible study at the church one week later. 

Quakers claim a heritage of reconciliation, hospitality, 
and loving our neighbors. John Woolman, Elizabeth Fry, 
and Lucretia Mott were leading social reformers—Friends 
who called for the abolition of slavery, humane treatment of 
prisoners, and political rights for women.

The Charleston tragedy opened opportunities for churches 
to have conversations about race and justice. It reminds us to be 
humble and to honor, forgive, and love our neighbors. And to 
seek forgiveness for ourselves.

SONG: If We Are the Body (Casting Crowns)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Even when I feel I have a right 

to judge or to hate, I want to be an instrument of healing and 
forgiveness. Change me, oh God; help me to love like you love.

—Jacci Welling

Loving All of Our Neighbors
Thursday
June 30


