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Sunday 
December 7 God’s Good Work 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 1:3-8 
A while back my neighbor had a new fence put up. After a 
few days I noticed that half the fence was up but the workers 
had not come back. This went on for so long I began to won-
der if the new fence would ever be completed. Eventually the 
workers did return and they completed my neighbor’s fence. 

I’ve heard stories from other friends who have had new 
decks or new rooms added on but have a difficult time getting 
it completed. The builder starts the project but then seems to 
disappear for a short period of time. Eventually they return 
and the project is completed. In the meantime, though, my 
friends are left worrying about the work being completed. 

When we come to faith in Christ, God begins a good 
work in you and me. That work is much like a construction 
project as our lives are being rebuilt, reshaped, and remod-
eled. The good work God is doing is restoring us back to our 
original condition and calling. We are God’s workmanship 
created to offer good works in the world. The good news is 
that God will not leave the job undone. God “…who began a 
good work in you will carry it on to completion…” (1:6). 

You may feel you lack worth but know that God is doing 
a good work in you and that God will complete that good 
work as long as you have breath. Don’t give up because God 
will never give up on you. 

SONG: God Is So Good 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: For those who have given up 

and feel God has given up on them. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Monday 
December 8 Deciding What Is Best 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 1:9-11 
We often think that the toughest decisions we have to make 
are between what is good and what is bad. But in reality, 
those might be the easier ones. The tougher decision we might 
have to make is between what is good and what is best. Op-
portunities abound and it makes it hard to choose. 

There are a lot of good things we can be involved in. 
There are activities and ministries at church. There are volun-
teer opportunities and projects within our communities. 
There are programs and outreach experiences. All of these are 
good and have the potential to bring goodness to those who 
receive. But we have limited time and a finite capacity to get 
it all done. We can’t be involved in everything. What is the 
best thing we can do with our time? What is the “best” that 
God has for our life? 

God truly wants us to know what is best for our life. 
How we come to know that is to deepen our love for Christ. 
As we grow deeper in our love for Christ, we come to know 
inwardly what is best for our life. As Paul writes: “And this is 
my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to 
discern what is best…” (1:9-10). In very simple terms, the 
spiritual life is all about loving Jesus and being loved by Jesus. 
As this love deepens and with Jesus as our Guide, we will be 
able to discern what is best for us and our life. 

SONG: Open My Eyes, That I May See 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: For those seeking guidance in 

what is best for their life. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Tuesday 
December 9 Progressing in the Faith 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 1:21-26 
When our children were young, we would often have them 
stand with their backs to the wall and mark with a pencil their 
height. As they got older, we would stand them up against the 
same wall and make another mark. We were literally marking 
their progress as they grew up. Our kids could even look at 
the marks and see how much they had grown. 

Paul is very committed to the Christians in Philippi. He 
is especially committed to their “…progress and joy in the 
faith.” (1:25). To progress is to move forward. Paul is commit-
ted to helping the Philippians move forward in their spiritual 
journey as well as increase their capacity for joy. Forward 
progress and increasing joy seem, for Paul, to be essential 
marks of a spiritual life that is growing. 

Our spiritual lives were designed to make progress. For 
me, one of the more helpful ways to mark my progress is to 
examine myself as to whether or not the fruit of the Spirit is 
increasing in my life. Am I becoming more loving? Gentle? 
Faithful? Self-controlled? Am I becoming more patient and 
able to put up with the annoyances of others? Is my life 
marked by increasing kindness, goodness, and joy? Each 
person’s progress will be different but our spiritual journeys 
are not designed to be static. 

Are you progressing in the faith? I’m sure you are. Cele-
brate where you feel you have made progress but know that 
God wants to increase your capacities even more! Pray for 
someone to come alongside you and guide you in the “…
progress and joy in the faith.” 

SONG: Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: For those feeling stuck in their 

spiritual journey. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Wednesday 
December 10 Having the Mindset of Christ 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:1-11 
When I was a child, I’m pretty sure I heard from my mom 
these words more than once: “What you need is an attitude 
adjustment.” As a parent, I’m pretty sure I used those words a 
few times with my own children. I’m sure we can say the 
same thing about some adults in our lives. What they need 
more than anything else is an “attitude adjustment.” 

The apostle Paul says that we are to have the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus. A “mindset” is simply an established 
set of attitudes that a person holds. When we come to faith in 
Christ, one of the works of the Spirit in our life is that of an 
“attitude adjustment”. The Holy Spirit works to adjust our 
attitudes so that we are increasingly being formed and shaped 
by the mindset of Christ Jesus. 

To have the mindset of Christ Jesus is not some overly 
mystical experience. It is to live out the disposition of Jesus in 
our relationships with others and especially in our faith com-
munities. This involves some deep soul work as it requires we 
take on a disposition of humility and put the interest of others 
first. It means valuing others and their input as much as I 
value my own. It means checking my conceit and vanity at the 
door and not letting personal ambition get in the way of ser-
vanthood. 

Is the mindset of Christ increasingly becoming your 
mindset? Have you sensed recently the Holy Spirit doing an 
“attitude adjustment” in your soul? What would it look like 
daily for you to live out the attitudes and disposition of Jesus? 

SONG: He Is Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: For a heart open more to the 

mindset of Jesus. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Thursday 
December 11 Working Out Your Salvation 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:12-18 
A few years ago I started to exercise more. Seeing myself in 
my kids’ graduation pictures convinced me that it was a nec-
essary habit I needed to incorporate into my daily schedule. 
As part of my exercise routine, I go to a local gym. Every day 
there are folks of all ages and sizes working out, exercising, 
and running at the gym. Each of us, though, has different goals 
since all of us are at different places in our physical condition. 
What may be an important exercise for me may not be for 
someone else. What’s important is that we stay focused on our 
own workout. 

Paul reminds us to work out our salvation. It’s easy at 
times to be so focused on what we think others need to do in 
their spiritual life that we lose focus on what we need to be 
addressing in ours. I can be so quick to judge someone else 
and work out their salvation for them that I neglect to address 
issues in my own life. Paul calls us back to our first priority—
working out our own salvation and engaging in the necessary 
spiritual exercises that will make us stronger. 

The good news is we don’t do this alone. God is working 
in us so that we willingly and actively participate in God’s 
good purposes in the world. As we are working out our salva-
tion, God is working with us and within us. So often we might 
feel God keeps raising the bar to make it harder. In truth, as 
we take the steps to work out our salvation, God partners with 
us in our efforts! 

SONG: Spirit of the Living God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION:For the church to overcome its 

spiritual sluggishness. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Friday 
December 12 

Honoring the Good  
Work of Others 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:19-30 
Two things stand out in today’s Scripture. They are the names 
of two people: Timothy and Epaphroditus. We are so used to 
reading Paul’s letters as theological documents or sermons on 
doctrine that we often forget that they are also letters written 
to Christian communities seeking guidance in the spiritual 
life. These Christian communities are made up of people. 

In our consumer culture, we often think of programs 
when we think of church. When this happens, the presence of 
people becomes almost secondary. People simply become 
attendance numbers or giving units. We end up using people 
for programs rather than seeing people as God’s chosen ves-
sels of his grace and mercy. 

In Philippians, Paul reminds us that people come first. 
He alludes to the genuine concern Timothy has for the Philip-
pians. Paul mentions Epaphroditus who was sent to care for 
Paul and almost died in the process. Paul lifts Epaphroditus 
up as a model of faithful living. Paul asks the Philippians to 
welcome back Epaphroditus and “…honor people like him.” 

Is there an “Epaphroditus” in your congregation? I’m 
sure there are more than one. These are the people who look 
out for the needs of others and offer Christlike love. They are 
the ones with a servant’s heart who ask for nothing in return. 
Paul asks us to honor people like this. 

Who in your church needs honoring? Who could you 
thank and offer appreciation for their diligent service and 
faithful obedience to Christ? Who is that “behind the scenes” 
servant that never seems to get recognized? Honor them. 
Thank them. Let them know you deeply appreciate them. 

SONG: The Bond of Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: That we may see those who 

need honoring. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Saturday 
December 13 What Are You Thinking? 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:4-9 
What are you thinking about right now? Whatever it is you are 
thinking about happens to be what your mind is focused on in 
this moment. It may not be anything of any major conse-
quence. You could be thinking about your schedule for tomor-
row or what you want to cook for supper. Whatever it is, the 
thoughts you think focus your attention. 

What we think about and what we focus on often dic-
tates what we will see. When I am considering buying a new 
car, I suddenly start seeing that car everywhere. It’s not that 
everyone is buying that car. Rather, since my mind is focused 
on one particular car, my mind is drawn to seeing that and 
nothing else. Our thoughts play a significant role in what we 
will see and ultimately in who we will become. 

This is why Paul encourages the Philippians to focus on 
and think about the things that are noble, right, lovely, excel-
lent, admirable, and praiseworthy. Paul knows that as the 
Philippians do this, their hearts and souls will be shaped in 
such a way that they will begin to have a different view and 
vision for life. Rather than having a vision for life that is nega-
tive, the Philippians will have a vision for life that is positive 
and life-giving. All because of what they chose to focus on. 

What do you focus on? Do you discipline your thoughts? 
Do you seek out things that are life-giving and admirable? Do 
you look for the beauty in life or do you always look for the 
negative? 

SONG: Be Thou My Vision 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: For those with a negative out-

look to see life differently and positively. 
—Scott Wagoner 


