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For over 25 years, I have been in Quaker pastoral ministry and am 
presently in my eleventh year at Deep River Friends Meeting, part of 
North Carolina Yearly Meeting (FUM). Previously I served at Archdale 
Friends Meeting and Farmland Friends Meeting in Indiana Yearly 
Meeting and as assistant superintendent of Indiana Yearly Meeting. I 
am on various committees within the yearly meeting and boards 
within the community. The founder and director of Growing Edge 
Resources, LLC (an organization committed to providing resources in 
helping people and organizations reach their full potential), I also 
facilitate leadership coaching as a trained congregational coach. I 
am married to Lynda Wagoner, a registered nurse, and we have two 
adult children. Our oldest, Erin, is a writer and lives in New York 
City, and our youngest, Chad, is a senior at Guilford College study-
ing exercise and sport sciences. 
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Sunday 
December 22 God Is Up to Something 

BIBLE READING: Luke 1:5-17 
It’s the Sunday before Christmas, and one can feel the excite-
ment building. Family gatherings will soon take place. Last 
minute shopping for presents will certainly be on the agenda. 
The anticipation of opening presents and finally discovering 
what is inside all the wrapping has children driving parents 
and family members crazy. This is the week that feels much 
different than any other week of the year, and excitement is in 
the air. 

In Luke’s gospel, before we ever get to Mary and Joseph, 
we are introduced to Zechariah and Elizabeth. Through their 
circumstances and story, we sense that God is up to some-
thing. We will soon learn through their lives and through the 
lives of Mary and Joseph that this “something” involves mira-
cles and babies being born. In Elizabeth’s case, it’s a miracle, 
because she is barren and, according to the NIV 1984, “well 
along in years” (Luke’s delicate way of saying that Elizabeth is 
old). 

We see there are no obstacles to God’s miracles and 
ability to bring new life into this world. Where Elizabeth is 
barren, God will bring forth new life. Where there is barren-
ness in our life, God is at work to bring forth new life. God is 
up to something! What feels barren in your life? Your spiritual 
journey? Your marriage? Your sense of purpose and meaning? 
Don’t be afraid—God hears your prayers. God longs to bring 
joy and delight back into your life. 

As you enter this week, open yourself to the excitement 
and anticipation, but also open your heart to the miracle God 
promises to birth in you. God is up to something! 

SONG: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for those struggling during 

this time of year to experience God’s joy and delight. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Monday 
December 23 

For Nothing Is Impossible 
with God 

BIBLE READING: Luke 1:26-38 
As a child, one of my favorite shows was Mission: Impossible. 
I can remember vividly the opening scene of every show as 
actor Peter Graves would get the manila envelope filled with 
the instructions for his team. The recording tape with the 
instructions always included, “Your mission, should you 
choose to accept it….” 

It seems as if God has an impossible mission for Mary. 
She is being asked to give birth to the one who will be called 
“Son of the Most High” and who will sit on the throne of his 
father, David. His kingdom will be one that will never end. As 
if this isn’t enough, Mary is a virgin. She can’t imagine how 
this is going to happen. But often where our imagination ends, 
God’s miracles take over. The angel explains to Mary how 
Elizabeth was barren and now she is pregnant. The same Holy 
Spirit will come upon Mary, and she, too, will become preg-
nant. And then the angel utters these words: “For nothing is 
impossible with God” (NIV 1984).  

God through the Holy Spirit moves into our limited 
understanding and our often shortsighted vision, and reminds 
us, too, that nothing is impossible when God is creating and 
guiding. God enters into our barren circumstances and our 
reluctant hearts to remind us, too, that nothing is impossible 
with God. 

God invited Mary to join him in this mission. Mary 
responded with, “I am the Lord’s servant….May your word to 
me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38). God has a mission for you and 
me to redeem the world; God’s promise is to equip us for this 
mission. How will we respond? 

SONG: Standing on the Promises 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for those who face seem-

ingly impossible circumstances. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Tuesday 
December 24 Leaping for Joy 

BIBLE READING: Luke 1:39-45 
Are there moments of excitement in your life when your heart 
skips a beat or leaps for joy? Maybe it’s when you see the 
person you love dearly enter a room? It could be that moment 
when you see the look on your children’s faces as they open 
their presents. Quite possibly, it’s when you see your family 
members getting out of their cars after a long drive as they 
make their way up your sidewalk to share Christmas with 
you. Each of these moments, as well as others, cause your 
heart to leap, skip, dance with joy and excitement. 

Mary goes to Judea to visit Elizabeth. Two pregnant 
women carrying miracle babies; two courageous women ful-
filling their roles in God’s miraculous story. When Elizabeth 
hears Mary’s greeting, the baby John inside of Elizabeth leaps 
for joy. At that same moment, Elizabeth is filled with the Holy 
Spirit and proclaims praise and blessing. In this moment of 
mothers greeting and babies leaping, joy fills their lives. In 
anticipation of the miraculous, joy marks the moment. 

On this Christmas Eve, let us allow for the possibility of 
our hearts and souls leaping for joy. Sometimes we are so 
caught up in the preparations and appointments that we miss 
the potential moments of joy that happen in our life. As you 
anticipate family gatherings, Christmas Eve services, and last-
minute preparations, allow the possibility for joy to be part of 
your experience. 

When George Fox encountered the living Christ in a real 
way, he writes of how his heart did leap for joy. On this 
Christmas Eve, allow for the possibility that you might en-
counter the living Christ in a very real way. 

SONG: Joy to the World 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for an increase of joy in 

your life. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Wednesday 
December 25 Any Room in My Heart and Life? 

BIBLE READING: Luke 2:1-7 
A few years ago I took a cross-country trip from North Caro-
lina to California. We were moving our daughter to Los Ange-
les for the summer for a college internship. On the second 
day, we weren’t too thrilled with the hotel at which I had 
made reservations, so we cancelled them and kept driving 
until we found a more suitable one. We found plenty of hotels 
that would work, but none of them had any vacancies. After 
about an hour, we finally found one that had available rooms. 

Mary and Joseph also had trouble finding a room. They 
found the inn, but when they arrived, there was no room for 
them to stay. Bethlehem was bustling with people arriving for 
the census that had been decreed by Caesar Augustus. No 
doubt all rooms were first come, first served. A father-to-be 
walking alongside a donkey carrying a pregnant woman were 
probably not going to be odds-on favorite to be first in line. 
They ended up in a stable with the animals and a solitary 
manger. 

Has much changed since that time? Does the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords born in a manger have difficulty 
finding room in people’s lives today? Today is the day to 
make room in our lives for the living Christ. And if Jesus can 
be born in a stable, then the very ordinary places of our lives 
are the exact places we are invited to make room for his pres-
ence. When we make room in our lives for the living Christ, 
we open the door for Christ’s presence to permeate our whole 
life. And that’s where Christ most wants to be and live. 

SONG: Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray that we will create space 

in our lives for Christ. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Thursday 
December 26 Double Gifts 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 2:1-12 
Our son, who is now twenty-two years old, was born on De-
cember 26. People would often assume it was hard for him to 
have a birthday so close to Christmas. They figured that his 
birthday would get lost in all the Christmas activities. Chad 
had another perspective. Since we were very intentional to 
have a birthday celebration for him on December 26, he felt he 
was the lucky one. He had two days in which he got gifts—
Christmas Day and his birthday. Two full days for receiving 
gifts! 

Gifts are a way of recognizing special people and events 
in our lives. We give gifts to those we love, and we recognize 
days that are significant. Christmas is a special day in which 
we give gifts to those we love and recognize their special 
place in our life. 

Three Magi come to visit Jesus. Their only reason for 
visiting is that they want to worship him. The Scriptures do 
not offer much as to how they are drawn to Jesus or how they 
even found out about him. What we do know is that they are 
drawn to worship him. 

It’s been said that we all worship—it’s just a matter of 
who or what we will worship. When the Magi find Jesus, they 
are overjoyed and present him with gifts. And then they bow 
down and worship him. The greatest gift we can bring to Jesus 
on this day after Christmas is a life that worships him, a life 
that bows down to him and recognizes him as King of all 
creation and Lord of our life. That’s a great “double gift.” 

SONG: As With Gladness Men of Old 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for your church’s Sunday 

worship leaders. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Friday 
December 27 Listen to the Weeping 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 2:13-18 
On December 14, 2012, I had just completed a fun round of 
golf with my son. The day was filled with sunshine and the 
weather was mild. Sitting down in the clubhouse, getting 
ready to eat my snack, I watched as the horrific images of the 
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary in Newtown, Connecticut 
began to be released. Golf seemed so trivial at that point. How 
quickly a carefree day can turn into one of grief and sorrow. 

If you are like me, you often skip over today’s section in 
Matthew. Who really wants to read about children being 
killed and mass genocide taking place, especially after we 
have opened presents and listened to the excitement of chil-
dren the past few days? We would much rather bypass scenes 
like this one and go on to the next positive moment. 

But maybe this scene in Matthew’s gospel serves to 
remind us that life often moves quickly from worship and 
celebrating the King of all creation to tragedy and sorrow in 
the face of violence and evil. It serves us well to allow Scrip-
ture to remind us that tragedy is as much a part of life as is 
joy. And even if tragedy doesn’t strike us, it certainly falls 
upon others in the world. 

Matthew quotes Jeremiah when he writes, “A voice is 
heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children…” (Matthew 2:18). As we 
journey on with Jesus past Christmas, we can make a commit-
ment to listen to those who weep and to pay attention to those 
who mourn. Christmas is a wonderful holiday, but it need not 
shield us from those who suffer and those who weep. 

SONG: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray that we would notice 

those around us who are hurting and suffering, and that we 
would bring them comfort in Jesus’ name. 

—Scott Wagoner 
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Saturday 
December 28 Promised Fulfilled 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 2:19-23 
Life seems so random at times. It feels as if we lurch from one 
moment to the next with no rhyme or reason. Every now and 
then we have moments in which there seems to be meaning, 
purpose, and clarity. But to be sure, there are other moments 
in which fatalism takes over and we silently say to ourselves, 
“That’s just the way things are.” We can succumb to a view of 
the world and the future that can be toxic to our souls. Fatal-
ism ultimately breeds despair. 

Our Scripture for today doesn’t allow us to slip into 
fatalism. Matthew does us a great service by reminding us that 
when Jesus went to live in Nazareth, “So was fulfilled what 
was said through the prophets: ‘He will be called a Naza-
rene’” (Matthew 2:23 NIV 1984). In other words, God has not 
left the future to its whims and desires. God is actively in-
volved in the present, guiding it towards God’s desired future; 
God is actively involved in creation, guiding events towards 
God’s desired dream for all of creation. 

God has a dream for this world, and God will see that it 
gets fulfilled. We still have freewill and choices to make. 
Sometimes we might even get in the way of God’s work. But 
God will fulfill what God has planned—his dream for the 
world. This dream includes justice, wholeness, harmony, 
righteousness, and peace. It is God’s heavenly reign visible on 
earth, and we are invited to be participants with God as God’s 
intent of creation is fulfilled. 

The new year is just around the corner. So resolve to 
join God in seeing God’s dream and purpose fulfilled here on 
earth. 

SONG: O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray the Lord’s Prayer slowly 

and reflectively. 
—Scott Wagoner 


