
Scott Wagoner 

I’m presently serving in my tenth year as pastor at Deep River 
Friends Meeting in North Carolina Yearly Meeting (FUM). I have been 
a Quaker pastor for over 25 years serving in Indiana Yearly Meeting. 
Active on various yearly meeting committees and boards, I am also 
the founder and director of Growing Edge Resources where I serve in 
the role of Lead Dreamer and Resource Broker. Growing Edge Re-
sources' mission is to help individuals and organizations live a better 
story. It provides links to various resources as well as personal life 
coaching, spiritual direction, seminars, and congregational coach-
ing. In my spare time I enjoy golfing, reading, and watching endless 
amounts of baseball. I am married to Lynda Wagoner who is a regis-
tered nurse, and we have two children—Chad who is a junior at 
Guilford College and Erin who is a writer and lives in New York City. 
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Sunday 
December 30 Living Wholeheartedly 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 14:6-14 
Growing up in the Midwest in the 1970s, the Cincinnati Reds 
was my favorite baseball team. I loved the Big Red Machine 
(and still do!). My favorite player was Pete Rose. At my first 
Reds game, I remember watching Pete Rose dive for fly balls, 
run down to first base even after a walk, and play as if he truly 
loved the game. There was no halfhearted playing for Pete 
Rose; he played the game wholeheartedly. 

It seems we were meant to live life wholeheartedly, but 
so often I run into people (including myself) that choose to 
live life half-heartedly. When you get to the end of your life, 
do you want to say you gave it all you had, or do you want to 
say that you lived life half-heartedly, having left more that 
you could have done? 

Today’s Scripture profiles a man who at the end of his 
life could say he lived fully and wholeheartedly. The Israel-
ites are moving into the Promised Land, and Caleb is ready to 
receive what had been promised to him by the Lord. He looks 
back on his life, recounting how he lived with conviction and 
followed the Lord wholeheartedly. Even at eighty-five years 
old, he says he is still as strong as the day Moses sent him out 
on a spy mission into the land of Canaan forty years ago. 
Caleb has lived his life wholeheartedly and continued to do so 
every day. 

Ponder this one question during the week: Am I living 
life halfheartedly or wholeheartedly? Am I living life with 
conviction or in confusion? 

SONG: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Spend time in prayer for those 

who are ready simply to give up on life. 
—Scott Wagoner  
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Monday 
December 31 “Just Do It!” 

BIBLE READING: Numbers 13:26-33 
The athletic shoe company Nike has made millions of dollars 
with the aid of a very simple marketing phrase: “Just Do It.” 
It’s a phrase that challenges any athlete to focus less on what 
they can’t do and instead to focus on what they can do—what 
is possible and what they are willing to try. 

In our Scripture text for today, you can almost hear 
Caleb saying to the whole Israelite community: “Let’s just do 
it!” Caleb and the men that had been sent to explore the land 
of Canaan have come back with their report. They note that 
the land is very blessed, but they also believe that entering the 
territory will have its challenges. Opposing forces exist in the 
land of Canaan, and they are very big and very strong. 

Caleb tells the people, “We can do this!” but other mem-
bers of the exploration team say, “We can’t do this. They are 
stronger than us.” Quickly the negative report spreads and the 
whole Israelite community is paralyzed by fear and has a bad 
case of the “can’ts.” 

Like Caleb, those who live wholeheartedly readily admit 
and name the challenges but are willing to move forward. 
They say, “We can certainly do it. I can certainly do it.” I can 
either be a Caleb and move forward with resolve, or I can be 
like the other explorers and wilt in fear and negativity. How 
we choose determines greatly whether we move forward into 
God’s promises for our life. 

What challenges or obstacles seemingly stand in the way 
of God’s best for you? Are you willing to keep moving for-
ward? Just do it—Caleb style! 

SONG: Standing on the Promises 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Make some space to intercede 

for those facing significant challenges and needing courage. 
—Scott Wagoner  
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Tuesday 
January 1 Wholeheartedness Is an Attitude 

BIBLE READING: Numbers 14:20-25 
Does our attitude really matter? Apparently it does, and it’s 
more than just self-help hype. In our Scripture for today, 
Caleb is described by God as one who “has a different spirit 
and follows me wholeheartedly” (Numbers 14:24). The Good 
News Translation words the same verse this way: “But 
because my servant Caleb has a different attitude and has 
remained loyal to me….” Wholeheartedness and attitude—
they go together. In other words, the position of our soul 
towards God affects our disposition towards life. The position 
of Caleb’s soul towards God was one of trust, loyalty, 
obedience, and faithfulness, and this affected his disposition 
towards life. He lived life with energy, vision, conviction, and 
courage. In other words, wholeheartedly. 

Today’s text also says that the Israelites who would not 
see the Promised Land could not because they had treated the 
Lord with contempt. They rebelled and simply disregarded 
God. As I explore this text, it seems that two options are given 
regarding our disposition in life: we can either have contempt 
towards life, or we can live life with open arms and gratitude. 
Caleb chose the latter. Living with contempt means I live 
continually in a negative fashion, disregarding God’s 
provision and grace. Living with open arms means I embrace 
the challenges because I know God is with me and is guiding 
me. This is to live truly with a different spirit and attitude. 

Will I live today with contempt and a negative heart, or 
will I live with open arms as I receive and embrace all God 
has for me (even if the future seems unknown)? 

SONG: Have Thine Own Way, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for those struggling with a 

negative attitude and disposition. 
—Scott Wagoner 



6 

  Wednesday 
January 2 Lives That Inspire 

BIBLE READING: 1 Chronicles 29:1-9 
I love to read, so I maintain a rather large personal library. 
One book on my shelf has the simple title Inspire! It surmises 
that one of the greatest needs of the human soul is to be 
inspired and to inspire. A fruit of wholehearted living is 
inspiring others through your own life. If you are in a position 
of leadership, one of the most important responsibilities you 
have is that of inspiring others. Even if you don’t hold such a 
position, your life and actions have the potential to inspire 
others. Here’s a question to consider: Does my life inspire 
others to live their best lives and live with joy? 

Today’s Scripture text describes an amazing scene of 
generosity. Solomon has been assigned the task of building 
the temple, but he is young and inexperienced. He is going to 
need some help. In response the leaders, officials, 
commanders, and all those in charge “gave willingly.” I have 
come to realize that those who live wholeheartedly also 
possess a generous spirit, a giving spirit. They are generous 
with their life, their time, their energy, their finances, their 
possessions. They are not stingy with their life. Generous lives 
inspire; stingy lives don’t. 

Living wholeheartedly will open up your soul to live 
generously. Your unselfishness of spirit will in turn inspire 
those around you. It begins with how we answer David’s 
question in verse 5: “And now, how about you? Who among 
you is ready and willing to join in the giving?” (MSG). Our 
response to that question makes all the difference. 

SONG: All for Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for those who lead and 

have the opportunity to inspire. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Thursday 
January 3 Starting and Finishing Well 

BIBLE READING: 1 Chronicles 28:4-10 
I keep up with a number of blogs on the internet, and in the 
midst of this writing I came across a post entitled “Learning to 
Finish What You Start.” One very short sentence stood out to 
me: “Many people begin. Fewer finish.” We have a lot of folks 
who start out well but few who finish well. This could apply 
to completing a home project, a paper for school, a project at 
work—even our marriages. But it seems like it all starts at a 
much deeper place. That place is within the soul where the 
issue of starting and finishing is settled. 

In our Scripture text for today, David is essentially 
handing over the reign of leadership and the task of building 
the temple to his son Solomon. Amidst his words of 
encouragement and charge to be a faithful leader, David utters 
these words to Solomon: “And serve him (God) with 
wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind” (v. 9). David 
wants Solomon to finish well, and finishing well begins with 
a commitment to live a life of wholehearted devotion to God. 
The task ahead of Solomon is a huge one. It will take all he 
has to lead these people and this project. He can’t afford to 
quit halfway through. The only thing that will sustain him is a 
commitment to live a spiritual journey of wholehearted 
devotion. 

Do you have the tendency to quit? Are you in the habit 
of not following through? Often that pattern is developed 
early on in our spiritual practices. Live a life of wholehearted 
devotion to God and see how its effects show up in other 
ways. 

SONG: Be Thou My Vision 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for those who give up  

too easily. 
—Scott Wagoner 



8 

Friday 
January 4 

Living Wholeheartedly  
Amidst Bitterness 

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 20:1-6 
We would like to think that wholehearted devotion protects 
and insulates us from heartache and tears, but our Scripture 
for today reminds us that this is not always the case. Hezekiah 
had walked faithfully with God and with wholehearted 
devotion; he had done what was good in the eyes of God. But 
even so, Hezekiah is told to put his affairs in order because he 
is going to die—there is no hope of recovery. 

Yet in the next sentence, we are told that God would 
add fifteen years to Hezekiah’s life and Assyria would be 
delivered into Hezekiah’s hands. As the king faces two 
significant battles in his life—death and the Assyrians—God 
intervenes and gives Hezekiah victory in both circumstances. 

I can’t fully explain the miracle of Hezekiah getting 
fifteen more years or what that means for you and me. In the 
face of terminal illness, many have prayed for increased years, 
yet it didn’t happen. But I can affirm the miracle that amidst 
our bitterness, in the midst of our tears and heartache, God 
does hear our prayers and sees our tears. Because of 
Hezekiah’s devotion, we sense that he has a deeply intimate 
relationship with God where he feels safe to share his 
bitterness, where he senses God’s care for his life. Hezekiah 
lived wholeheartedly by pouring out his heart to God. 

Wholehearted living sometimes involves acknowledging 
and sharing our pain. It might mean expressing our tears and 
bitterness. We often see this in the Psalms. Simply remember: 
God does hear our prayers and see our tears. Be wholly 
yourself with God. 

SONG: Spirit of the Living God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for those struggling with 

pain and bitterness. 
—Scott Wagoner 
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Saturday 
January 5 Serving Wholeheartedly 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 6:7-8 
One of my passions is baseball. I loved playing and  watching 
it, and I love coaching it. When coaching, I always tell my 
team, “Play this game because you love the game. Don’t play it 
for me, for your family, or anyone in the stands. Play it 
because you love it. Play it with passion.” I want those I coach 
to give more than just a halfhearted attempt. I want them to 
play wholeheartedly because they love the game. 

Why do we serve? Do we serve because it’s our duty or 
because we’re on a certain committee? Do we serve to impress 
others or to meet the expectations of others? If that is why you 
and I serve God, then our desire to serve will be short-lived, 
and soon we will be going through the motions. And it will 
show. I have visited churches where the passion and desire to 
serve had dissipated, leaving only halfhearted attempts at 
bringing honor and glory to God. 

Paul invites us to serve wholeheartedly because we are 
serving the Lord. When we feel as though we are simply 
fulfilling someone else’s expectations or a job description, we 
will live halfheartedly. But when we see all that we do as a 
way to serve God and to share our gifts, talents, and abilities 
with the world, we will do it wholeheartedly. (This includes 
our volunteer positions as well as our paid vocations.) 

As we serve wholeheartedly, God adds to our efforts so 
that our presence has an impact and an influence on others for 
good. Wholehearted serving always brings out the best in 
ourselves and in others, and this kind of living energizes our 
churches. 

SONG: I Will Serve Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for those seeking where  

to serve. 
—Scott Wagoner 


