
Catherine Trzeciak 

I am a wife, a mother, and a grandmother, a graduate of Fuller 
Seminary, and part of the grand collection of Christ-followers at  
Glendora (California) Friends Church. I love to draw and read and 
ride ferry boats with my grandchildren. I love to create and build 
with my husband, and I love to partner with God in my work as a 
marriage and family therapist and lay minister. 

It took a long time for me to understand that God had created me 
to be an artist; but once I did, it helped make sense of the ways I 
understand the world, and in particular, the ways that God speaks 
to me through his Word. 

God has filled his Scriptures with stories and pictures that help us 
understand who he is and what it means to love and follow him. 
Just like the experience of meditating again and again on the 
beauty of a classic painting, each time I meditate on one of God's 
astonishing pictures, another part of the mystery unfolds, another 
dimension of his nature is revealed. 

In the following devotions I have shared some of my favorite pic-
tures from the Old and New Testaments. It is my prayer that the 
Artist who created them, would reveal himself to you in a fresh new 
way this week. 
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Sunday 
July 26 A Blueprint 

BIBLE READING: Numbers 2:1-2, 17; John 1:14 
I did not expect to be amazed by the book of Numbers. I imag-
ined I would be inspired and challenged by all the counting 
and sorting, but I did not expect to be amazed. It was on page 
192 in my Bible that an Old Testament scholar or editor 
thought it would be a good idea to insert a drawing that would 
help make sense of the marching orders that God handed 
down to the Israelites as they set out on their journey to the 
Promised Land. In essence, God said, “When you march 
through the desert or set up camp for the night, my Taber-
nacle—the tent that reminds you that I am your God—must be 
placed in the center of your community.” 

In the drawing I caught a glimpse of God’s heart. It re-
flected his covenant love and was a blueprint for the flourish-
ing and safety of his people. As the stories in the Old Testa-
ment unfold it becomes clear: when the Israelites chose God 
to be at the center of their lives, all was well; and when they 
did not, all manner of things went terribly wrong. Echoes of 
that blueprint are found throughout the Old Testament and 
find their fulfillment in Christ who “became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us.”  

It was God’s plan right from the start. Grace and safety 
and flourishing and peace are found by keeping Christ at the 
center of our lives. As Paul proclaims to the Colossians, “It is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory!” (Colossians 1:27). 

SONG: Center (Charlie Hall) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Oh, Christ, be the center of our 

lives. Be the place we fix our eyes. Be the center of our lives. 
—Catherine Trzeciak 
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Monday 
July 27 A Pile of Stones 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 4:1-7; Lamentations 3:22-23 
Long before photo albums and scrapbooks, there were piles of 
stones like big neon signs posted throughout the Old Testa-
ment exhorting the Israelites to remember. When God would 
move in some miraculous way on behalf of his people, he 
would often say when the dust settled, “Okay, gather some 
stones and make a big pile. These stones will mark this place 
where I have rescued you. They will help you remember who 
I am and how I have taken care of you. And when you find 
yourself in another scary place, the stones will remind you 
how powerful I am and that I am for you.” The pile of stones 
was evidence of God’s covenant love and a lifesaving provi-
sion for the long, dangerous journey to the Promised Land. 

Today we may not gather piles of stones, but the prac-
tice of remembering is still an important act of worship for the 
people of God. God understands how messy this life can be, 
and when fear captures our horizon, he knows we need to be 
reminded that our fears do not tell the true story. That’s where 
the pile of stones comes in. As we remember the ways that 
God has been with us in the past, we remember the true 
story—the story of who God is and how much he loves us. 
This true story speaks the peace of Christ into our fears; it is 
our light in dark, scary places, and a signpost to guide us 
home. 

SONG: The Steadfast Love of the Lord Never Ceases 
(Robert Davidson) 

PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Gracious Father,  
for your steadfast love and faithfulness. Give me grace to  
see all the ways you are with me and for me in this new day. 

—Catherine Trzeciak 
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Tuesday 
July 28 An Olive Tree 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 52 
I am certain the big beautiful olive trees in my front yard have 
made me partial to Psalm 52, but the more I meditate on 
David's words, the more I become fascinated by the glorious 
truth the olive tree represents. 

In the first half of Psalm 52, David describes the life of a 
person who decides not to trust God, and it’s not a pretty 
picture! In comparison, David, the shepherd and king of Is-
rael, makes a robust declaration that he is like an “olive tree 
flourishing in the house of God” (vs. 8). For Jewish readers, 
the olive tree represented being settled in the land: home, 
prosperity, and long life—all outward signs of flourishing in 
their culture—but David had another view of flourishing in 
mind as he wrote this psalm. By weaving together the image 
of the olive tree and the temple, he gives us a stunning vision 
of the life God intends his people to experience: a life whose 
true flourishing of body, mind, and spirit comes from being 
deeply rooted in the presence of God.  

As I have considered David’s image of flourishing, I 
realize that it represents my deepest longing and prayer: for 
my own life, for my marriage, for my children, and indeed, for 
all of us. To grow deep into the presence of God and allow his 
love and joy and grace to be the signs of flourishing in our 
lives—what more could anyone ever ask?  

No wonder David is so exuberant in his declaration—
just as we should be! 

SONG: House of God Forever (Jon Foreman) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May our roots grow deep, may 

our lives be nourished and may we discover the pure grace  
of flourishing in your presence. 

—Catherine Trzeciak 
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Wednesday 
July 29 Sunrise 

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 4:18; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
There is a winsome and vibrant couple I know who have been 
married for sixty-seven years. Just recently, it became neces-
sary for them to move into an assisted living situation. They 
have both been honest about their deep sadness regarding this 
change. However, in spite of the disappointment, they have 
chosen to respond with an open heart to the God they love 
and trust. “Okay God, here we are—so who are you calling us 
to bless in our new home?” 

For a long time I have loved the image painted for us in 
Proverbs 4:18. There is beauty and hope in comparing the 
path of the righteous to the first gleam of dawn, shining ever 
brighter till the full light of day.  

The comparison makes sense. The longer we walk with 
Jesus, the more his light and presence grow in us. But how do 
we understand the beauty and light of this image when we 
find ourselves in dark and painful places (no matter how old 
we are)? Paul gives us a clue in his letter to the Corinthians: 
“We do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting 
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day” (v. 16). 

The story of my friends bears witness to this truth. For 
long years they have followed Christ with faithful and obedi-
ent hearts. Though they find themselves in a painful and 
disappointing circumstance, the strong presence of Christ is 
their comfort and he continues to shine in and through their 
lives. 

It is an image of beauty and hope—it is the path of the 
righteous! 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, give us strength to follow 

you with faithful and obedient hearts so that more of your 
light and presence will grow in us. 

—Catherine Trzeciak 
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Thursday 
July 30 Shepherds 

BIBLE READING: Luke 2:8-18 
It seems to me the hot summer months might be the best time 
to really consider the shepherds of Bethlehem. Perhaps under 
a sweltering sun we might not be so easily lulled into a Christ-
mas daze and have a better chance of being stopped in our 
tracks by their shocking presence at the manger. 

No proper Jewish imagination would ever have consid-
ered common shepherds to be among the first to hear the good 
news. They were a bit rough around the edges, counted among 
those who hover on the margins of society, and not fit to 
worship in the temple. Yet on that glorious night they were 
pushed to the front of the line—a front row seat for the most 
astonishing display of love ever witnessed. 

The Bethlehem shepherds are the first evidence that 
Christ’s birth was real joy for the whole world! The stunning 
reality that these unexpected characters end up being chosen 
is one of the ways God lets us know his love and rescue is for 
us all. Indeed, their presence speaks powerfully to that nag-
ging whisper that tries its best to say we will never be good 
enough; but that whisper is not the voice of love.  

Jesus said it best: “God’s love for the world was so great, 
he sent his only Son and whoever will accept his invitation to 
come and believe—they will have everlasting life!” (John 3:16, 
paraphrase mine). No wonder the shepherds raised such a 
loud ruckus of praise on their way home from the stable! 

SONG: O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for the astonishing 

gift of your rescue. We are humbled by your love, and over-
whelmed by your invitation to life and joy.  

—Catherine Trzeciak 
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Friday 
July 31 A Door 

BIBLE READING: John 10:7-10 
When my daughter and her husband were planning their 
wedding, they decided to decorate with lanterns and old 
doors. For this young couple, the doors represented the new 
life they were about to enter and all the adventures that lay 
beyond. Since the wedding, one of the old doors has been in 
my family room. It is a reminder of that lovely wedding day, 
but it also echoes the words of Jesus that I memorized when I 
was a child: “I am the door.” Jesus said this in the red letters 
of my old Bible. The translation I memorized was King James 
and while more modern translations use the word “gate,” they 
both picture Jesus as our entrance into the kingdom of God 
and the “abundant life” he describes later in the passage. 

The door in my family room is a reminder that Jesus and 
his sacrifice on the cross is the way to enter the kingdom of 
God. This grace, this salvation, this new life in Christ is an 
extraordinary gift, but this gift is not just for us. Our deep joy 
and gratitude for the grace of salvation must translate into 
compassion for those who have yet to hear the good news. 
That is the challenge my old door represents. Who do we meet 
each day who has not met Jesus? Who has yet to know the 
glorious life on the other side of the door? May Christ give us 
all compassion and vision for those who have not met him—
and exuberant joy in extending his invitation! 

SONG: In Christ Alone  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Fill us with passion and grace 

for those who are still outside the door. Give us eyes to see 
those you are calling us to love into the kingdom! 

—Catherine Trzeciak 
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Saturday 
August 1 A Table 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:20 
It is often the door that takes front and center in this Scrip-
ture, but there is also a table; in Jesus’ day the person you 
invited to sit at your table was serious business. An invitation 
to share a meal implied deep, intimate friendship, and that 
gives us cause for reflection as we consider Revelation 3:20. 

The door and the table are found in the midst of a stern 
letter to the church in Laodicea. It seems their prosperity and 
knowledge had lulled them into feeling quite self-sufficient 
and prone to live the Christian life without Christ. In bold red 
letters the Christians in Laodicea are called to repentance and 
to open their eyes to see that Christ is knocking at their door. 
“Here I am!” Christ declares to the church in Laodicea and to 
us. The persistence of his knocking reveals his strong desire to 
come in and share at our table the communion of deep friend-
ship. 

What he offers is abundant life. It is the flourishing of 
our souls that will never come from prosperity, knowledge, or 
our own efforts, but only as we accept his invitation to abide 
with us in the very center of our lives. It is what you and I 
were created to experience. It is life at its fullest. 

Christ is Emmanuel—the God who is with us, but will 
we choose to be with him? 

SONG: Lord, You Have My Heart (Martin James Smith) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, we are amazed at your 

desire to sit at our table and share the communion of deep 
friendship with us. We ask your forgiveness for the ways we 
have chosen to live apart from you. Come, be at home in our 
hearts this day.  

—Catherine Trzeciak 
 


