
Joseph Thouvenel 

The following selections are from a series of devotional thoughts I 
recently wrote with my three-year-old daughter in mind. One of our 
traditions during Advent is to display a Jesse Tree. The Jesse Tree 
commemorates a progression of biblical characters who pave the 
way for the coming of the Messiah. Each evening we would read 
about one of these biblical figures and then place an ornament on 
the Jesse Tree to represent that particular person. While my daugh-
ter likely does not yet grasp very much of the spiritual implications 
of these characters and their stories, it was a great opportunity to 
begin to think about ways I would like to communicate some core 
Christian truths to her as she continues to grow. 

I currently serve as Associate Director of Programs and Spiritual 
Formation at Twin Rocks Friends Camp. This involves planning 
programs and experiences that focus on community building, spiri-
tual growth, and leadership development for children, youth, and 
adults. I am daily blessed by my lovely wife, Stephanie, and our 
boisterous three-year-old daughter. 
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Sunday 
August 11 Reasons for Hope: Miriam 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 15:19-21 
My daughter desperately wants to be a big sister someday. She 
practices her sibling skills by singing to her dolls and reading 
to them before tucking them into bed. Sometimes she even 
pretends that they’ve gotten hurt so that she can kiss their 
wounds and make them feel “all better.” 

Miriam was much more than just the big sister of Moses, 
though as his sister she bore the weight of responsibility for 
his survival as a baby. Alongside Moses, Miriam was also a 
leader and prophet who helped the Jews recognize the divine 
plan that they seemed so often to forget in their journey 
through the wilderness. Miriam knew when to lead and when 
to serve, and did both with selflessness and charisma. After 
the Israelites thwarted the Egyptian army by crossing the Red 
Sea, Miriam led the Israelite women in a celebration of song 
and praise to God. 

Although many women of the Bible are not often given 
the credit they are due, their stories provide an important 
balance to the men who regularly find themselves in the lime-
light. Miriam is just one example of a number of women who 
figure prominently into the biblical narrative despite their 
limited appearances. I’m glad my daughter can discover 
throughout Scripture the example of Miriam and of other 
amazing women who helped pave the way for the story of 
Christ. 

SONG: Shout to the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jehovah, let me celebrate with 

you and others the amazing works you do in my life and in 
this world. 

—Joseph Thouvenel 
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Monday 
August 12 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 6:5-8, 18-21 
My daughter, Hope, has known about Noah for a while now. 
Not only does she have a good friend named Noah, but an-
other “friend” named Raffi sings a catchy tune with the re-
frain, “Who built the ark?” to which she gleefully shouts, 
“Noah! Noah!” Outside of these connections, her three-year-
old mind isn’t quite ready for the deeper themes of Noah’s 
story. But I don’t want to assume she can’t take some of it in. 

Noah was a man who listened for God and was obedient 
to God’s voice. This reality set him apart from most other 
people of his day. Noah didn’t seem to get bogged down in 
uncertainties or outcomes related to the end of the world, but 
he diligently and faithfully completed the projects to which 
God assigned him. In the midst of the death and destruction of 
so much life, Noah endured and found himself at the center of 
a renewed promise for all of creation. 

I’d like for my daughter to be a little bit like Noah: some-
one who listens for the voice of God in her life, acts with 
humility, works diligently, perseveres under pressure, and 
expects that truth and goodness will triumph despite the 
confusion and heartbreak in the world around her. (Perhaps I 
should try to be a bit more like Noah too.) 

SONG: Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lead me, God—through the 

rain, through the flood, closer to you. 
—Joseph Thouvenel 

Reasons for Hope: Noah 
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GUSTAVE DORÉ 
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Tuesday 
August 13 Reasons for Hope: Joshua 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 1:1-9 
Joshua is a biblical figure that is easy to gloss over with Sun-
day school storytelling and fluffy children’s songs. But Joshua 
presents an interesting challenge in articulating an authentic 
biblical narrative to a small child. Yes, Joshua was a faithful 
leader following in the footsteps of Moses to bring his people 
to the Promised Land. Yes, God was faithful to Joshua, deliv-
ering sweeping victories over his enemies in quite miraculous 
ways. But what does one do with all of the death and destruc-
tion that followed these Israelite victories? The fact that the 
Jews were instructed by God to kill “every living thing” can 
prove troubling. 

For my daughter’s sake, I wish I could explain it away, 
but I cannot. It’s challenging to accept the tensions and con-
trasts that arise when considering the character and dealings 
of God. Reconciling God’s judgment with his compassion is 
not an easy task. What’s easy is swinging to one side or the 
other. Here is what I strive to believe and uphold as I help my 
daughter understand these realities: (1) God has a deep love 
for all people. (2) God can be as much in death as he is in life. 
(3) God’s compassion is stronger than death and disaster and 
it transcends our time, our understanding, our interpretations, 
and our perceptions. 

SONG: Draw Me Close to You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, so much of your plan is 

beyond my understanding. Help me to trust in your love and 
your ways. 

—Joseph Thouvenel 
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Wednesday 
August 14 Reasons for Hope: Gideon 

BIBLE READING: Judges 6:36-40 
You can probably guess my daughter’s favorite question these 
days. It’s one she repeats over and over again, often asking it 
out of habit without even thinking—”Why?” 

“Daddy, why is the car parked in the driveway?” 
“Daddy, why is the airplane in the sky?” 
“Daddy, why does the kitty go ‘meow’?” 
Interestingly, I find myself treating questions such as 

these with quite a bit of sincerity. She’s genuinely curious 
about the world and deserves helpful explanations when 
things don’t make sense. So I try to elaborate on whatever it is 
we might be talking about at the time. But after six or seven 
rounds of it, I often resort to a final response, “Because that’s 
the way it is!” 

Gideon sure asked a lot of questions. Though his queries 
were directed at God, Gideon’s inquisitiveness was likely 
driven less out of boldness and more out of a legitimate desire 
to understand. After all, God was asking a lot of him. Thank-
fully, God took Gideon seriously, demonstrating tremendous 
patience, and used Gideon to bring a peace to Israel for 40 
years. 

In difficult and challenging times, I’m thankful God can 
handle our questions and our uncertainties, especially when 
so much of life can lead to us asking God the same question 
over and over again: “Why?” 

SONG: The Steadfast Love of the Lord Never Ceases 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for your endur-

ing patience with me. Allow me to demonstrate such patience 
towards others. 

—Joseph Thouvenel 
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Thursday 
August 15 Reasons for Hope: Ruth 

BIBLE READING: Ruth 4:13-17 
Just about every time I read the story of Ruth, I get chills at the 
ending when it is revealed that Ruth was the great-
grandmother of David, and thus part of the actual genealogy of 
Jesus. It can be hard for me to remember that the choices of 
my parents, grandparents, and even their grandparents have 
shaped me into who I am today. And the decisions I make in 
my life will certainly impact not only my daughter, but her 
children, and their children as well. 

The story of Ruth is a beautiful picture of loyalty and 
humility mixed with risk-taking and a persevering trust. Ruth 
takes a considerable risk when she chooses loyalty to her 
mother-in-law over her own comfort. In living as a foreigner 
among the Israelites, Ruth willingly submits herself to the 
possibility of scrutiny and judgment based upon her cultural 
differences. Ruth also risks her reputation when she goes 
through with the plan to lie at the feet of Boaz. She does so 
without any assurance that he will redeem her as a wife. Ruth 
is an intriguing balance of modesty and boldness. Through it 
all, Ruth presents an important model of redemption in the 
midst of uncertainty. It is a story in which a woman with very 
little position in society finds herself grafted into a lineage 
that leads us to the Christ. 

What sort of risks might God be asking you to take in 
order to bring more of Christ into your relationships? 

SONG: Lord, You Are 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, you have a plan that is 

beyond my understanding. Help me this day to set aside my 
plans so I may more fully embrace your will. 

—Joseph Thouvenel 
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Friday 
August 16 Reasons for Hope: Joseph  

BIBLE READING: Matthew 1:18-25 
It’s interesting to witness a child slowly beginning to under-
stand that a parent’s identity is actually more than being her 
dad. My first observation of this was when someone asked my 
daughter if she knew my name. She confidently responded, 
“Daddy!” Wanting to be gracious with her, but honest as well, 
I replied, “I am your daddy, but most people actually call me 
Joseph.” It was almost too much for her two-year-old mind to 
take in. This mind-boggling moment certainly pales in com-
parison to Joseph’s experiences in the story of Christ. 

Joseph was a man of considerable faith. He remained 
obedient to God without knowing outcomes. When an angel 
appeared to Joseph and told him about the child within Mary, 
Joseph took Mary as his wife without question or concern for 
gossip. And this was only the first instance in which Joseph 
would forsake everything for the sake of something greater 
than himself. 

Joseph’s contributions to the story of Christ are both 
powerful and practical. Kindness. Strength. Determination. 
Humility. Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus, truly personifies 
these attributes. He is an important example of what a man 
can truly be. How do we adequately honor this man whose 
dignity and character brought honor to those around him? Are 
there ways I can strive to imitate the character displayed 
within Joseph as I make decisions and as I work to extend 
grace and care to those around me? Are there men I can en-
courage or support that are making their own priorities secon-
dary to the will of God for their life? We need more men like 
Joseph in our world. 

SONG: More Love, More Power 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy Spirit, aid me as I strive 

to listen for your voice within me and around me. 
—Joseph Thouvenel 
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Saturday 
August 17 Reason for Hope: Mary 

BIBLE READING: Luke 1:46-55 
In some churches, Mary is revered and almost worshiped as a 
model of obedience and faithfulness for the sake of Christ. In 
other churches, she is seemingly forgotten or relegated to a 
token part in the story of Christmas. I desire my daughter to 
understand Mary’s prominence among God’s faithful follow-
ers—not so much the legend and lore surrounding the person 
of Mary, but more her role as the mother of Jesus Christ as 
well as other aspects we come to know about her from the 
Bible. 

In a very literal sense, when Mary gave birth to Jesus, 
she bore God—God-bearer. None of this was accidental. Mary 
was chosen because of her faithfulness (“highly favored”). She 
was “consumed by the Holy Spirit” and was overshadowed by 
the “power of the Most High.” And her willingness only began 
with these first steps; it continued for years to come. The last 
time I checked, mothering is a full-time job with plenty of 
overtime and not many comp days. Mary didn’t just bear God 
in the moment of Christ’s birth, but she continued to bear 
him: to care for him, to teach him, to love him in his most joy-
filled and most challenging moments. Mary was perhaps the 
closest any person has ever been with the Christ. 

May Mary challenge us to live a simple faith—a faith 
that revels in mystery and purpose; a faith that pursues the 
path of God, whatever the cost may be; a faith that might 
stretch on and on throughout time. May Mary be an example 
for us all. 

SONG: Arms of Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, may I receive your peace 

as I marvel at your power and sovereignty in my life and in 
the world. 

—Joseph Thouvenel 


