
Vivian Thornburg

This is a picture of me with my newest great-grandson, Emery David 
Crisman. My children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren now 
number thirty-nine. What a joy!

I am ninety-five, and in my long life I have been a kindergarten and 
Sunday school teacher, owner of a bridal shop, and pastor. At least those 
are the ones I can think of.

I have known Jesus since my childhood, so you’d think I’d know God 
pretty well. But in the last year or two, my experiences of God are 
teaching me so much more about him than I ever knew, and drawing me 
into a relationship with him that I had only dreamed of. In the following 
devotionals, I will share a few of these experiences, what I have learned 
from them, and how they have changed me.
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Sunday
April 22 God Wants Us to Know Him

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:1–18; John 17:3

I gave my heart to Jesus when I was five or six years old in Las 
Animas, Colorado, at a children’s meeting led by Clem Brown 
and Hubert Mardock. I became aware of my sin, like showing 
dislike for things people said or did. My parents were so good, 
guiding me when I needed to apologize and teaching me how 
to live as they knew God wanted me to live. I was the youngest 
of eight, so believe me—I had lots of teachers!

I began helping to care for my disabled sister, Leta, when 
I was around four and she was six. When I started school, she 
would ask me to sing songs I had learned that day, but since I 
couldn’t remember them, I just made up songs. I knew she saw 
what I was doing, but she never said anything. I noticed her 
kindness, and it impressed me. I didn’t realize then that God 
was showing me his character through Leta.

When I was a junior in high school, I knelt by my bed to 
pray and felt Jesus touch me—his hand on my shoulder. I was 
afraid he was calling me to go overseas as a missionary, and I 
was not OK with that idea. I never told anyone about feeling his 
touch because I didn’t want them to think I was some kind of 
fanatic. Again, I didn’t realize that God was showing his love, 
wanting me to know him.

Looking back on your life, can you see times when God 
was trying to introduce himself to you, inviting you to look at 
him?

SONG: He Touched Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, you long for us to know 

you; open our eyes to all the ways you teach us about yourself.

—Vivian Thornburg
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Monday
April 23

Knowing God  
through Correction

BIBLE READING: Job 5:17–27

My conversion experience took place about ninety years ago, 
and I’ve been journeying with Jesus ever since. Imagine my sur-
prise when at the age of ninety-five I realized that I didn’t really 
know God like I thought I did.

My inner transformation really began around the time we 
moved to Friendsview Retirement Community in 2006, when 
the voice of God’s Spirit said to me, “You have an unforgiv-
ing spirit.” I was shocked! I had never considered my actions 
through my life as unforgiving. But God opened my eyes to 
things I had carried around for years—even against some of 
the dearest people I knew. I realized that unforgiveness had af-
fected my attitudes and actions toward people in ways I never 
realized, and my heart was shattered with grief for how long I 
had been influenced by an unforgiving heart.

Broken-hearted, I prayed for God’s mercy and forgive-
ness, and immediately God’s presence settled on me and filled 
me with a sense of peace and confidence in God. My mind was 
opened to a much deeper sense of God’s goodness and love that 
was far greater than the hurt I had caused him. But my point 
is not about forgiveness—only that through God’s convicting 
word to me, I was drawn into a deeper knowledge of God than 
I had ever experienced, and a stronger sense of God’s invitation 
to allow him to completely control my life.

God’s correction offers a chance to know him in ways you 
hadn’t before. How might you seek to know God’s loving heart 
more fully when you are corrected?

SONG: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me see that your 

correction is always a doorway to hope and to knowing you 
better. Give me the courage to let your Spirit search my soul, 
so that I may know you more!

—Vivian Thornburg
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Tuesday
April 24

Knowing God  
through Surrender

BIBLE READING: 1 John 3:1–3; Romans 12:1–2

A couple of years ago, in my time with God, I told him that I 
wanted—with all my heart—for him to have all of me. God re-
sponded to me with his presence, a powerful and overwhelm-
ing presence that seemed to be crushing the life out of me. It 
was like a death and a new birth; I knew that God had heard and 
answered my prayer. Even as it was a crushing presence, it was 
also a hopeful and loving presence that changed me forever.

God asked me if I was really willing to give up my will, 
my attitudes—I thought I had already been trying to do that. I 
guess I didn’t realize what an intricate part these things played 
in my life. But God kept taking me deeper, and it seemed I kept 
having to start over because this surrender is not a one-time 
thing; it is a moment-by-moment choice, continually choosing 
the life of the Spirit over the self-centered life that comes natu-
rally to us. And God told me that if I would keep on believing 
that his love surrounds me, I will win! God’s strength then be-
comes my strength; he knows I cannot do this alone.

God’s tangible presence in response to my prayer didn’t 
just tell me that God had accepted my offer. In that powerful 
presence, God revealed more of himself, so that I knew God bet-
ter; I knew his love more personally; I knew that he was faithful 
and trustworthy with all I gave him of myself.

SONG: Heaven Came Down
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for your 

patience with me as I learn to live my new life in you. Help me 
trust you enough to keep giving you more of me.

—Vivian Thornburg
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Wednesday
April 25 Knowing God through Death

BIBLE READING: Colossians 3:1–17; 1 Peter 3:18;  
Galatians 2:19–21

One day when I was meditating about Jesus’ death on the cross, 
I was drawn into the realization that when Jesus’ lifeblood 
flowed out of him, he died to life as an earthly human. The 
life he had known was gone, and he would become a glorified 
human. And in that event, he was able to conquer death and 
Satan.

I’ve grown up being told to “die to self,” to “lose my life,” 
to “carry my cross.” I’ve read Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s words, 
“When God calls a [person], he bids [them] come and die.” But 
when I saw that vision of Jesus’ lifeblood pouring out of him, I 
realized that I had never understood what it meant.

When Jesus calls us to lose our lives, to carry our cross, 
to die as a grain of wheat must die, he invites us to join him 
in death—not, of course, in carrying the sin of the world as he 
did, but by releasing our earthly life and all the ways we want 
to be in control. It means letting go of everything that is focused 
on this life instead of Christ’s eternal qualities and values. We 
cannot be truly transformed from the inside until we make this 
choice, because if we do not know him in his death, we cannot 
know him in his life. And we cannot drink from the wellspring 
of joy that follows that choice.

SONG: I Will Sing of My Redeemer
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, it’s hard to die, but just 

as you showed us, it is the way to life. I praise you for the 
surpassing joy of knowing you!

—Vivian Thornburg
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Thursday
April 26 Knowing God in the Heart

BIBLE READING: Mark 7:17–23; Job 15:11–14;  
Jeremiah 17:9–10

God is taking me on a new journey to know how he works in 
my life when he corrects me; I’m learning that this is one way 
he teaches me about himself. My reaction of disappointment 
and shame turns to relief as he gently draws me toward himself 
again and gives me a pure heart.

The heart is the source of the will. The intellect and the 
emotions—fear, courage, love, lust, joy, and hatred, happiness— 
all make their habitation there in the heart. In response to God’s 
correction, we confidently ask for forgiveness and a new heart 
that can truly love, instead of a self-centered heart of stone 
(Ezekiel 36:26). But we must spend time in silence with God 
while he works in us. And then, God’s Spirit empowers us as 
we learn to work it out in our new lives.

My thoughts, my attitudes, and my motives are in the 
process of being transformed, and I live out these changes, 
moment by moment, day by day. My “death” doesn’t happen 
in a moment, but sometimes through years of suffering, 
difficulties, loneliness, aggravation, guilt, fear, and grief. This 
doesn’t sound like a very fun life, does it?! But God gives faith 
and perseverance—and his loving presence—so that even this 
“work” is joyful and life-giving.

“Give me thy heart, give me thy heart”—Hear the soft 
whisper, wherever thou art; From this dark world He 
would draw thee apart, Speaking so tenderly, “Give me 
thy heart” (Eliza E. Hewitt, 1898).

SONG: Be Still and Know
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Oh God, how I want the pure, 

new heart you promised! Keep transforming me to love as you 
love.

—Vivian Thornburg
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BIBLE READING: Isaiah 61:10–11; Psalm 55:22

When I was around sixteen years old, I got my first pair of 
dressy heels: beautiful blue suede pumps. The first time I wore 
them, I hobbled and wobbled four blocks to the church, and I 
can’t imagine what I looked like. But they were precious to me 
because they were my first ones and signified so much in my 
life. I felt beautiful when I wore them.

A couple of weeks ago, I had a dream where I looked down 
and saw blue suede pumps on my feet; my feet and legs were so 
beautiful—smooth, shapely, and young! I have a very tangible 
sense that God is preparing me for my future, and while I’m 
watching my body age in ways that are far from beautiful, God 
wants me to see that I am really moving toward perfection.

My first thought is to get rid of the inner burden of carry-
ing around stuff—like self-pity, anger, resentment, judgment, or 
criticism of others. If I can’t let go of these things, I’m not ready 
to meet him.

No matter what age you are, God is preparing you for 
your future too. Do those closest to you find you to be cranky 
and unpleasant? What are you carrying around that keeps you 
from enjoying this life? Who are you unable to release from 
judgment, allowing God to love them through you? These get 
heavier the longer we carry them, and they cripple our souls. 
Ask God to do a soul-scan for long-time or hidden anger or 
resentment. And remember that you are moving toward beauty 
and perfection!

SONG: Soon and Very Soon
PRAYER SUGGESTION: What a joy it is to know that you 

are preparing me for my future! I relinquish everything that is 
not suited for eternal life with you in return for your glorious 
promise of life to come!

—Vivian Thornburg

Getting Ready for God
Friday
April 27
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BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 1:3–9

At ninety-five, I am beginning to know God from experience—
not from what I’ve been taught, what is spoken to me, or what 
I have intellectually deciphered or simply chosen to believe, 
but from what I know from experiencing God’s presence almost 
physically in my heart. I know it is him because his presence is 
so intense and real that I am able to praise him and live in the 
joy of those moments for days and weeks, and—forever!

I am rejoicing because I know a God that I did not know 
when I was younger, One who has become my life and my days, 
putting a song in my heart, giving peace day by day, keeping me 
free from loneliness and discouragements that may come. His 
touch on my shoulder was not just a momentary experience; it 
has been working in me all these years, and I am now seeing its 
miraculous effects.

God calls us to joy, to love—and our joy comes from truly 
knowing God, living transparently before him through all the 
circumstances of our lives. Whether we are called to repent, to 
change, to love, or to bless, all the moments of our lives can be 
doorways to experience the very soul of God through the work 
of the Spirit in us. We can use them superficially, or we can 
search God’s heart through them, seeking to know him more. 
When we do this, we are changed, made stronger in our Christ-
likeness, and our relationship with God is more intimate and 
more miraculous than we have ever known.

Make time to sit quietly with God, just being with him, no 
expectations, no words necessary, and you will find joy.

SONG: In My Heart There Rings a Melody
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Wonderful God, you fill me with 

joy every moment of the day! I give you my heart, my will, my 
mind, and my actions to bring constant glory to you!

—Vivian Thornburg

Knowing God in Joy
Saturday
April 28


