
Vivian Thornburg 

I grew up in a very loving and fun family with two brothers and five 
sisters. Being the youngest, I had lots of supervision! I was taught 
values that have stayed with me all my life. The first twelve years 
of my life were spent on a farm in Colorado, where I learned to take 
responsibility for the tasks given to me. I learned to milk a cow, 
feed chickens, ride a horse, and do the chores that went along with 
farm life. An enormous change came for the family when Papa 
passed away; I was nine years old. 

We then moved to Haviland, Kansas, where Mother accepted the 
offer to be matron of the dorm at Friends Bible College, now Bar-
clay College. When I was a junior in the academy, I felt the Lord’s 
touch on me. I had no idea what that meant and felt no call for a 
special area of service, but God opened many ways for me to serve 
him. I taught kindergarten for twenty-two years, co-owned a bridal 
shop in Newberg for twenty-two years, and served as a pastor for 
ten years. 

As I read Genesis through Deuteronomy during the past few months, 
I realized that all the details of offerings and sacrifices were reali-
ties of Jesus’ life. He became sin for me; he is my sacrifice; he was 
obedient to his Father; he is the perfect One. I cannot comprehend 
the divine Love that stands as a witness of who God is. 
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Sunday 
August 5 Knowing God through Scripture 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 119:103-105 
Recently, I was reading about the life of the Israelites in the 
first five books of the Bible, and I could not stop pouring over 
chapter after chapter. I was amazed at my hunger to absorb 
everything I could from God’s Word. Never before had I real-
ized how clearly the detailed events and succinct instructions 
of the Septuagint depicted Jesus’ future work on our behalf. In 
previous readings, it seemed to be just the facts of creation 
and information about people and their stories. This time, I 
was moved by the need to listen carefully for what God was 
saying to me personally. I began to see God in all his patience, 
long-suffering, merciful love, and holiness. I realized that all 
of Scripture is about the person of God. 

When I first started reading the Bible as a young person, 
I read from a sense of obligation. We were told, “Read your 
Bible every day.” I felt guilty if I didn’t do that, haunted by 
the sense that someone was watching and would know 
whether or not I had “obeyed.” 

My call from God is to hear and ponder God’s instruc-
tions so that I may experience all of God’s provisions made 
available for a genuine relationship with Jehovah, the Lord 
God of Israel. May my faith and trust be stronger as I live more 
closely to his Word. 

Living in obedience and intimate knowledge of who God 
is—this is to find life. 

SONG: Thy Word Have I Hid in My Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, your Word is a lamp 

to my feet and a light to my path. 
 —Vivian Thornburg 
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Monday 
August 6 Sin—An Obstacle to Knowing God 

BIBLE READING: Romans 6:11-14 
The word sin is used frequently in the first five books of the 
Old Testament. They describe God’s ways of dealing with the 
disobedience of the Israelites as he tried to lead them to free-
dom. Sin is everything in the disposition, purpose, and con-
duct of God’s moral creatures that is contrary to the expressed 
will of God. The sinfulness of sin lies in the fact that it acts 
against God, whether the wrong we do is toward others or 
toward ourselves. Willful, unrepentant disobedience corrupts 
and defiles the offender; it affects our values and our ability to 
receive the grace and mercy of God. Moses mourned for forty 
days over the sins of the Israelites. He knew the consequences 
of sinning against Jehovah, the God of Israel. 

When I have not been honest or have spoken hateful 
words to someone, I have felt the guilt of sin and recognized 
the need for repentance. To love God with all my heart is to be 
so honest and transparent with God that I allow nothing to 
interfere with that relationship. 

Do I love God so much that I would do nothing to offend 
him? Am I reluctant to deny sinful desires even though I 
know they would threaten those bonds of love? Choosing 
instead to abandon myself to God’s love opens the way for his 
life to find fulfillment in me. 

SONG: He Touched Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, may we never forget 

that your merciful love has removed the blot of sin from us. 
Give us humble, repentant hearts that desire you above all 
else. 

—Vivian Thornburg 
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Tuesday 
August 7 Knowing God through Sacrifice 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 7:22-27 
God made the sacrificial order as a means to preserve his 
holiness, holiness which called for all sin to be paid for. It 
also showed his great love for humankind—his fallen crea-
tures—by providing a way for restored and ongoing relation-
ship with him. 

All of the different types of sacrifices were meant to be 
an illustration of the sacrifice God would make of his son 
Jesus on our behalf. Christ’s sacrifice was perfect. Nothing was 
left undone or incomplete; it was a once-and-for-all sacrifice 
to fulfill God’s purpose for atonement—freedom for union 
with the human beings he created and loves, and freedom for 
us to live without the constant weight of sin but instead to 
taste the “milk and honey” of life in God’s kingdom. 

When Paul admonished us to present our bodies as 
living sacrifices (Romans 12:1), he was describing how to 
worship God in a way that encompasses all the aspects ful-
filled by the Old Testament sacrifices. This worship is much 
more than singing a song, giving a testimony, or saying “thank 
you.” When we present our lives as sacrifices to God, we give 
everything we have and are. We give God the right to say how 
our lives will be spent. It takes self-discipline, self-surrender, 
great humility, and readiness to follow the movements of 
grace. These moments with God are infinitely rich. 

God has made atonement for our sin through Christ’s 
sacrifice. Let us not go back to living in guilt and shame. 

SONG: I Love You, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: How can we offer enough 

praise for being set free from sin at your cost? It is from our 
heart and soul that perfect praise, honor, and glory ascend 
before your throne. 

—Vivian Thornburg 
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Wednesday 
August 8 Knowing God through Forgiveness 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 3:12-14 
Forgiving another person is not a matter of words but a change 
of mind and heart. It is easy to say that we forgive someone; 
but if we continue to hold the grievance against the offender, 
we have not had a change of heart. The one who receives 
forgiveness hears the words and accepts them as truth, but the 
one who falsely speaks forgiveness must continue to deal with 
the weight of the offense. 

As I was sitting before the Lord one day, I was not ask-
ing for anything for myself but simply enjoying the quietness. 
In those moments, I heard, “You have an unforgiving spirit.” I 
was shocked, but I continued in quietness before the Lord. He 
showed me what he meant by those words: I had carried a 
hurt attitude for years but never identified it as unforgiveness. 
He began to stir and move in my soul and spirit, reminding 
me of his forgiveness of me, and it changed my whole attitude 
as well as my behavior toward those who had hurt me. 

True forgiveness declares that the issue is dead and 
never to be rehearsed, reviewed, or renewed again. This does 
not necessarily mean that we forget the thing that has been 
done, but it does mean that we no longer hold it against the 
offender. 

Divine forgiveness—forgiveness following God’s exam-
ple—is complicated and costly. It does not always come easily 
or quickly. But it is the way to freedom, and God’s holiness 
calls us to nothing less. 

SONG: Amazing Grace 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, when I receive 

forgiveness from you, it is as though my failure never hap-
pened. What a beautiful truth! Praise to the one who was, and 
is, and is to come. 

—Vivian Thornburg 
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Thursday 
August 9 Knowing God through Love 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 63:1-5 
God’s character is very clearly revealed in all of Scripture. His 
divine wisdom is in all of creation—every aspect is perfection. 
His divine power is obvious in the parting of the Red Sea, 
in the fire and cloud guiding the Israelites through desert and 
valleys. But the most common thread that runs through all  
of Scripture is God’s love for mankind. He embodies a love 
that is much higher than the human love we know. His divine 
love forgives; it holds no hurt or resentment. His love is 
“patient and kind…It does not demand its own way. It is not 
irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged” (1 Corin-
thians 13:4-5 NLT). In fact, John tells us that God’s very  
essence is love (1 John 4:8). 

Love is much more than feeling or showing affection. It 
is paying the required cost: serving others by putting their 
interests above our own. It is choosing to give others the bene-
fit of the doubt, to believe the best about them, and to look 
past their flaws. Love “bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails” (1 Corin-
thians 13:7-8a NKJV). 

On Sunday, I referred to being deeply moved by the 
Scripture I was reading. It has brought about a growing aware-
ness of my own self, a greater abhorrence of my sin, and a 
deeper insight into the nature of God and his holiness. It stirs 
in me a longing that only God can fill. To know God is to 
know love. 

SONG: O Love That Will Not Let Me Go. 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may the reality of your 

divine love pervade our lives today. 
—Vivian Thornburg 
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Friday 
August 10 Knowing God through Obedience 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 19:5;  
Leviticus 18:4-5; John 15:10-14 

The Israelites experienced hard consequences many times for 
their rebelliousness. They knew what God expected of them 
but did not listen to his voice. Consequently, they lost his 
blessing again and again. 

Obedience is essential in experiencing the life-giving 
presence of Jesus in our lives. But what does obedience to 
Christ really look like? It seems to me that it must be volun-
tary—something we choose to do. Inwardly, obedience flows 
out of a cheerful, willing spirit of doing God’s will for God’s 
sake. Pure obedience is solely for the gain of Christ. 

But we don’t like to be told what to do, do we? Espe-
cially if it’s something we really don’t want to do. As a child I 
received spankings as punishment for disobedience. Life was 
good if I obeyed. However, sometimes I didn’t want to obey. 
When I was unkind to my sister, Mother told me to tell her I 
was sorry for what I had done. I obeyed and apologized, but 
inside I felt anything but sorry. 

How do we come to a place of cheerful willingness to 
obey Christ’s words to us? 

It helps to examine our motives for obedience. Are we 
obeying from fear and shame—a sort of dutiful obedience? Or 
does our choice to obey arise from gratitude for God’s forgive-
ness and grace—a childlike desire to please a loving parent? 
Wholehearted obedience flows naturally when we learn to 
receive and enjoy the love of God. 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, you obeyed your Father 

even to the point of death. May your gift of life inspire our 
obedience to you. 

—Vivian Thornburg 
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Saturday 
August 11 Knowing God through Rest 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 11:25-30 
“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:29-30). 

What comes to mind when you think of wearing a yoke? 
Pulling a heavy load, straining to move forward? How is it 
that Christ considers his yoke to be easy and light? 

His yoke does not weigh us down with condemnation 
and shame. His burden is light because the weight of all that 
we have been carrying is gone. Under his yoke we find free-
dom from sin. This yoke is connected to God’s power, giving 
us hope and help in bearing our burdens. And no friend, 
brother, or any other human can lift the burden of disobedi-
ence but Jesus. God’s power in Jesus truly gives us rest for our 
souls. 

When we are yoked with Jesus, we experience the real-
ity of a divine fortress within that defends, protects, and fights 
for us. It brings: 

Silence in tumult 
Light in the deepest darkness 
Courage in the midst of alarm 
Resistance in temptation 
Jesus is calling us now to rest: “Come to me; be confi-

dent that I delight in you. You are mine; I chose you. Let me 
bear your burden—I am the one who bears all the grief, all the 
sorrows. My strength is made perfect in your weakness. Be at 
peace; rest in me.” 

SONG: Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, your rest comes 

when we sit in your presence, oblivious to the wants and 
desires that flood our minds. 

—Vivian Thornburg 
 


