
Stan Thornburg 

Right now I am a self-unemployed Quaker minister. I began serving 
Friends as a pastor in 1978 and had the privilege to lead Quaker 
churches in four different locations—Plains, Kansas; Portland, Ore-
gon; Tacoma, Washington; and Newberg, Oregon. In 2008 I began 
having serious health problems which ended up in a very long hospi-
talization and was categorized as totally disabled—making it impos-
sible to carry out my pastoral duties. Since 2011 I have been sort of 
a pastor at large, though no one has given me that title officially. 
My goals when I started in pastoral ministry were twofold: The first 
was to be like Jesus and the second was to make a difference 
among Quakers. Those goals still remain as my life’s focus. I get to 
preach once in a while and still do pre-marital counseling, wed-
dings, and lots of spiritual support/guidance. 

I was happy to write these devotionals because I love to write, but 
mostly because Advent is a season that gives me pause to consider 
all the small details in that fantastic story of the birth of Jesus the 
Christ. So many of those details reflect the values that Jesus would 
model in his short life. 
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Sunday 
December 15 

Be Alert! Advent Is Doing  
Its Work in Our Lives 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6 
Advent is not just a few weeks of celebrating a 2,000-year-old 
event. Rather, it’s a season of celebration based on the present 
reality of the incarnation of Jesus the Christ. 

Most of us celebrate our birthdays every year in one way 
or another. It’s not as though anyone says, “This is getting old; 
we’ve been celebrating this one event for 30 years.” Each year 
is different than the one before, and we have new reasons to 
acknowledge its passing along with its own unique events and 
tragedies. For the same reasons, Advent celebrations are al-
ways fresh because the Spirit of Jesus brings us new “advents” 
every day. 

Often we use the traditional Advent themes being cele-
brated by thousands of Christians around the world, i.e., 
peace, love, joy, and hope. The point is not to figure out ways 
of manufacturing these virtues in our own experiences, but to 
allow them to literally overcome us as we open ourselves to 
the presence of the living Jesus being born into our midst once 
again. The “signs of the times” show us that the present king-
dom is daily bringing peace, love, hope, and joy into our lives 
and experiences. 

Advent re-creates itself as we notice what the living 
Christ is doing in our midst right now. Though we celebrate it 
annually, it can be experienced every day as we are changed 
to Jesus’ image. 

SONG: Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne (O Come to My 
Heart, Lord Jesus)  

PRAYER SUGGESTION: Oh God, may we be Jesus the 
Incarnate Christ to all who cross our path. 

—Stan Thornburg 
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Monday 
December 16 Face To Face 

BIBLE READING: Luke 2:15-20 
Shepherds were the lowest caste among the Israelites, so low 
that even if they saw a crime committed, they were not al-
lowed to testify in court. These folks were characterized as 
dishonest, unclean, smelly. Yet it was to a group of lowly 
shepherds that Jesus’ birth was announced via an angelic 
choir. (Now that I’d like to see.) They didn’t spend time 
checking their star maps or discussing the revelation with 
learned rabbis. The shepherds just picked up and packed for a 
trip to Bethlehem. No doubt they felt honored and cherished 
to be the ones who received this news and were excited be-
yond words at the prospect of seeing the Christ face to face. 

One of my favorite images in my kiddies’ picture book 
was of the shepherds gathered around the baby Jesus. A warm 
glow of light encompasses the shepherds and the crib. The 
shepherds were instantly transformed from being just lowly 
shepherds to being royalty as they bathed in the light. 

This story is full of mini-lessons from which we can 
gain wisdom: 

1. Why did God choose the lowly to be among the first 
to see Baby Jesus? 

2. Why do you think the shepherds were able to hear 
when no one else did or could? 

3. How do you see the shepherds’ almost instant 
obedience? Could you do the same? 

Advent is the time to prepare for Jesus’ birth. It’s a good 
time to mull over these questions in order to be one to whom 
Jesus’ Spirit is born and we see him face to face. 

SONG: Angels From the Realms of Glory 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, may others always feel 

like royalty. 
—Stan Thornburg 
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Tuesday 
December 17 

Hope Finds Grounding  
in God’s Promises 

BIBLE READING: Lamentations 3:19-24 
One of the most inspiring passages in Scripture regarding 
hope is found among Jeremiah’s Lamentations. For him, hope 
is not just wishful thinking, but rather a living part of his soul. 
He calls on his certainty in times of sorrow: 

I remember my affliction and my wandering… 

I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. 

Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 

for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; 

therefore I will wait for him.” Lamentations 3:19-24 

Centuries later we find Israel under Roman rule. God 
seems to have shut them out of the witness of God’s presence. 
Most Israelites had given up on God and let their hope die. 
But not so of Simeon and Anna. Both had held on to hope 
which was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. In all three cases—
Jeremiah, Simeon, and Anna—hope was a certainty based on 
God’s promises and faithfulness. Such hope cannot be shat-
tered even in the face of great turmoil, sorrow, or suffering. 
Paul says it much more clearly: “We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and secure” (Hebrews 6:19). 

This Advent season might be a wonderful time to reflect 
on our own hope. Is it a hope that is easily dashed when 
tested by circumstances? Or is it a living hope embedded 
deeply in our souls? 

SONG: O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Creator God, keep us grounded 

in your promises and faithfulness. 
—Stan Thornburg 
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Wednesday 
December 18 Joy 

BIBLE READING: John 15:10-12 
I thought it was a bit ironic that I would be writing on joy, 
given the losses and suffering I’ve been privileged to endure 
over the last three years. Joy has seemed fleeting and elusive. 
Well, just this morning as I started to throw these words onto 
my screen, I got an instant message from a young woman 
whom I hadn’t seen in at least a dozen years. In summary she 
told me how much my counsel and preaching had meant to 
her and ended by saying, “Without you I might have been 
lost.” 

This dear friend’s note filled me with deep gratitude and 
brought back that feeling of joy that had been so elusive. God 
always sneaks up on us in our suffering and plants seeds of 
joy that seem to bloom when we need them most. 

I am now convinced that we never really lose joy, but 
that joy gets hidden by circumstances and the daily grind of 
trying to stay ahead of the demands on our lives. The Hebrews 
had waited 400 years for a word from God and had heard 
nothing. But the miracles surrounding Mary’s and Elizabeth’s 
pregnancies released that joy which had been bound for cen-
turies. And it was true joy, indeed. 

We sometimes focus on our suffering and loss rather 
than our gratitude for all that God is doing in our lives. In-
stead, we can ask the Spirit to give us eyes to see others who 
have lost joy, and to help us know how to speak joy back into 
their lives. 

SONG: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may we be a source of joy 

to all around us. 
—Stan Thornburg 



99 

Thursday 
December 19 Light Defeats Darkness 

BIBLE READING: John 1:1-5 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot 
overcome it (John 1:5). A huge battle raged when the Light 
came into the world to overcome darkness. The centuries 
following have this battle at its center. Bad guys are still trying 
to hide in the dark and Jesus’ light is still exposing them with 
brilliant displays of truth. This could be made into a movie, 
don’t you think? 

I ran into the following quote from a blog by Heather 
Kooiman who works as a nurse in Attawapiskat First Nation. 
While there she had an epiphany, and her new understanding 
of “the Light” opened to a whole new array of possibilities: 

I am learning to change my outlook. I am learning that 
it is not only about me sharing my light, but recogniz-
ing the light in others. I am learning that, instead of 
getting lost in issues seen only at a glance, I am called 
to see people as Jesus created them—beautiful. I am 
learning that it’s in those moments that light can be 
seen and the darkness is overcome. 

The Light first revealed to Heather her arrogance in 
assuming all the darkness was in the people around her. Then 
it disclosed how she could see the light in all those folks who 
she had believed were in darkness. As Heather began to see 
others through the eyes of the Lord, she saw the beauty of the 
light that was already at work within them. 

As we long for the Advent of the Christ, may we also 
long for Jesus to open our eyes to the beauty of the Light in 
those we now see as unworthy of our love. 

SONG: The Light of the World Is Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, let your divine light 

expose the darkness in us and in the world. 
—Stan Thornburg 
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Friday 
December 20 “My Soul Magnifies the Lord” 

BIBLE READING: Luke 1:46-55 (NRSV) 
I wish we had space for an in-depth word study, but alas, we 
don’t. I will mention that this reading’s title, found in the 
beginning of “Mary’s Song,” is more than an emotional out-
burst. It’s an insightful proclamation of what has begun in 
Mary that will carry her through the difficult years of seeing 
the flesh of her flesh destroyed. An accurate reading from the 
Greek New Testament has Mary saying, “My soul (which is 
not the same word as “spirit”) is greatening the Lord.” 

I’m fascinated by this reading because it can easily be 
translated to: “My inner chamber, where the Spirit flows, will 
now be made greater through my soul or out of my soul.” That 
is a pretty heady concept. In her heart, Mary realized that she, 
a lowly woman, has been charged with being the vessel for 
God’s plan in the world, and she is literally overwhelmed. 

Similarly, we have been charged with our own calling 
from that same God. We (the church) are to allow the Spirit to 
blow through us so that our collective soul might more power-
fully proclaim the Lord’s greatness through us. Cool, eh? 

Sadly, all is not well in Church Land. We (the body of 
the Christ) get bogged down in disputes over theological dif-
ferences or over interpretation so that what comes out of our 
soul is divided and narrow. God is diminished instead of 
greatened (glorified). Not so cool. 

OK then, maybe we could focus all our energy on letting 
the Spirit purify our soul so that God is always being magni-
fied (greatened), and so the justice and mercy reflected in 
Mary’s song will show the world just who God really is. 

SONG: Praise the Lord, Oh My Soul 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, purify my soul so you 

will be magnified in all of my life. 
—Stan Thornburg 
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Saturday 
December 21 Love, the Ultimate Power 

BIBLE READING: John 3:16 
Love was about to make its complete and perfect annunciation 
to all humankind. This love was something no one had ever 
seen before—it was the very incarnation of God’s love. This 
incarnation was celebrated by choirs of angels, miracles, and 
signs among ordinary folk like Joseph, Mary, Elizabeth, and 
many others. It was the most important event the world ever 
experienced, and our souls are recipients of that event’s 
world-changing power. Jesus’ love has grown exponentially 
for 2,000 years and can now live in us. 

What has come into the world as the Word became 
flesh? None other than the pure, unadulterated, unconditional 
love of God. It’s fairly simple to drag our love out and put it 
on display among those who seem undeserving. And it’s easy 
to mouth words of forgiveness. But the example we are trying 
to follow is that of Jesus, who while we were yet sinners died 
for us (Romans 5:8). 

My personal hero in terms of loving unconditionally is 
my dad, Hubert. He couldn’t hate, nor could he reach out to 
hurt others who hurt him, and he loved me through a myriad 
of betrayals and personal criticism without once showing a 
hint of anger or condemnation. Even when I needed the belt 
across my bottom, Dad would administer such punishment 
while saying, “I’m sorry, son. This hurts me worse that it 
hurts you.” (Admittedly, the jury is still out on the veracity of 
that statement.) 

Each Advent season I pray that the love of Jesus will be 
more complete within me. And so far God has been faithful to 
help me love more and more. 

SONG: What Child Is This? 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to love others 

with divine love. 
—Stan Thornburg 


