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Sunday 
March 8 The Treasures of the Snow 

BIBLE READING: Job 38:22 (AKJV) 
Snow is a part of life in the Blue Mountains of eastern Oregon. 
Any time from mid-October through about mid-May we can 
have snow on the ground, which means my family lives in it 
about half the year. Even though it gets tiring after months on 
end, the snow has a magical way of making everything look 
fresh and clean. When the snow melts in the spring and the 
mud takes over, I wish it was back! 

My father was an evangelist who drew chalk pictures in 
nightly church services. When I was a young boy, one of my 
favorite themes was his picture “The Treasures of the Snow.” 
He would draw a cabin nestled in the snow with stars glowing 
in the night sky and smoke curling out of the chimney. He 
would speak out of the passage in Job 38, asking, “Have you 
seen the treasures of the snow?” He would talk about how 
snow covers up all the ugliness, cleansing and making every-
thing white. 

When we come to Jesus and confess our failures and 
repent of sin, his blood sacrifice makes us whiter than snow. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow” (Isaiah 1:18). Have you come to Christ and allowed him 
to renew you and make you whiter than snow? 

SONG: Whiter Than Snow 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, thank you for the power 

of your blood to cleanse and cover my sin, making me white 
as snow. I humble myself before you today and ask your 
forgiveness for the times I rebel and fail to stay true to you. 
Please forgive me and cover me in your righteousness. 

—Lon Thornburg 



84 

Monday 
March 9 God’s Perfect Perception 

BIBLE READING: Job 36:22, 23; John 17:23 
The human struggle toward the perfection of Christ has been 
the subject of many sermons, books, and debates through the 
ages, but perfection can never be attained in our fallen sinful 
state. We tend to practice the “do-it-yourself” method of per-
fection. We lean on our own rationalization and human un-
derstanding of sin and redemption, striving to be like Christ 
through sheer effort of will and fortitude. The fact is that as 
long as we are in this physical state, we will never fail to fail 
Christ. Paul confessed this struggle, expressing his frustration 
when he said, “For what I want to do I do not do, but what I 
hate I do” (Romans 7:15). 

God sees us differently. In spite of our struggle, he sees 
us through the truth of who he is and what his Son is all 
about. Jesus accomplished perfection for us on the cross. 
When we receive forgiveness for sin, we are instantly per-
ceived by the Father as perfect through Jesus Christ, our inter-
mediary, before the throne of God. 

Only when we are transformed at the end of the age, 
with our new body in the image of Christ, will we be com-
pletely perfected. In the meantime, we are faced with the 
reality of working out our faith here in the trenches of daily 
life. The miracle of it all is that God’s perception of us is 
perfect right now. Can you believe it? 

SONG: We Shall Be Like Him 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, please give me the  

grace to live for you in spite of all my imperfections. I lay 
them at your feet, identifying myself in you. As you teach  
me how to see you more clearly, I will comprehend how  
you truly see me. 

—Lon Thornburg 
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Tuesday 
March 10 Empty Talk 

BIBLE READING: Job 35:12, 13 
As we see our sinful nature exposed and come to an altar of 
prayer crying out for change, we have the tendency to make 
promises that sound good at the time. They momentarily 
appease our frustration with ourselves, but we can’t follow 
through in practical daily application. Ever been there? 

We pray, “Help me to be able to…” and then we ignore 
the prompting of the Holy Spirit and do it our own way. 

We pray, “I want you more than…” and then in a weak 
moment we decide we like sin more. 

We pray, “I give this to you”, and then we take it back. 
Do these prayers sound like empty talk in the ear of the 

Lord? Is he waiting until we really mean business? 
The struggle of becoming what we know God wants us 

to be is often a frustrating and tiring one, but God wants us to 
stop making empty promises. He wants us to abide in him 
daily, being still and letting him do his work in us. Stop strug-
gling with your human nature. Stop the idle words and prom-
ises. Get down to business and abide under the wing, in the 
shadow of the Almighty. 

SONG: Take My Life and Let It Be 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I come to you and lay my 

empty words at your feet. Take away my pride that wants to 
rise up and tell me I can take charge. Draw me close and show 
me what it means to abide in you. 

—Lon Thornburg 
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Wednesday 
March 11 

A False Prescription  
for Wholeness 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 2:1-3 
Satan tempts us to partake in sinful practices to fill a void in 
our life. It is false comfort that will never satisfy, never heal or 
ever fill the empty spaces in our life. Whether it is immoral 
behavior, abuse, gluttony, substance abuse, materialism, etc., 
all our inadequacies and insecurities will only be magnified 
by sinful practices, never diminished or eliminated. 

Satan’s lie is to make us think: “I feel stronger when I 
abuse—it gives me power,” “I am safe when I eat because I am 
not going to go hungry,” “I can compensate for my lack of 
manliness or womanliness by doing this because it makes me 
feel more like a man or woman.” 

Only God can truly take us and re-work us, heal us, fill 
us and renew us. Satan’s desire is to prevent us from getting 
the fullness of Christ in us and what that means in our daily 
life. 

When are you allowing sin to be a false pacifier of pain, 
inadequacy, or inferiority in your life? Are you willing to 
allow Jesus Christ through his Holy Spirit to provide an alter-
native that will truly bring wholeness? 

SONG: All Your Anxiety 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, I ask you to show me 

where I practice sin to cover pain. I repent of using sinful 
actions to bandage my pain instead of allowing you to heal 
me. I ask that you would cover me with your blood. Surround 
me and protect me from spiritual darkness that would keep 
me from being who you created me to be. 

—Lon Thornburg 
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Thursday 
March 12 

A Renewed Mind,  
A New Creature 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 4:22, 23 
In a recent workshop covering the latest research on the role 
of the brain in changing human behavior, we were shown how 
neurologists and psychologists 
have found that what we do builds 
and strengthens pathways in the 
brain. These pathways can only be 
changed by replacing the old 
behavior with a new one, which 
starts a new neural pathway in the 
brain. If the old pathway is ignored, it will eventually weaken, 
deteriorate, and dissolve; then the broken-down particles will 
be flushed out of the system. 

God has made us wonderfully. He has created a human 
system that allows us to be what he wants us to be. When we 
determine to walk in new behaviors and meditate on his Word 
he renews our mind. His salvation is the first step to renewal. 
By putting down the old man and walking in a new way, we 
are allowing the neurological and physiological systems God 
built in us to work in harmony with his Spirit to re-fashion us 
into a new creature. Literally, the old has passed away and all 
things become new. 

SONG: Change My Heart, Oh God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, show me patterns of 

behavior that need to change in my life. Renew my mind as  
I meditate and dwell on your Word, causing old behaviors to 
fall away and new ones to grow so I can be more like you. 

—Lon Thornburg 

Share your thoughts with the writer and 
other readers in the Fruit of the Vine 
community. Use the simple sign up at 
www.myFriendsCommunity.com 
to join the conversation. 
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Friday 
March 13 Blazing New Trails 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 21:5 
Sledding down a hill is fun but climbing back up is hard 
work. A worn trail makes the climb up easier and a well-used 
run downhill makes the sled ride fast and fun. There are 
parallels to be found in the activity of sledding and the neu-
rology of changing our behavior. 

A neuropsychologist recently shared with me how a 
patient explained her ability to prevent a panic attack by 
using the tools and techniques practiced during counseling 
sessions. 

“What she did,” the counselor shared, “was to take her 
sled up the mountain and go to a new spot. Instead of follow-
ing the old trail up the mountain and sliding down into ‘panic 
land,’ she started a new path to slide to a new, safer place.” 

The more a person takes a new path, the more defined it 
will become. At the same time, falling snow will cover the old 
path until it is no longer there. 

God has designed us to be able to start a new path and 
practice new behaviors to retrain the brain. These practices 
have to be constantly reinforced in order to become well-worn 
patterns of behavior. The extra miracle is that just like snow 
covers up an old trail, old behaviors and habits become dis-
tant memories that fades away in our life. 

SONG: Higher Ground 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, I don’t want to go 

down the same old trails of negative behaviors, habits, and 
sin in my life. Show me new trails to blaze in a journey to  
be whole and become the person you intend me to be. 

—Lon Thornburg 



89 

Saturday 
March 14 Resting Fully 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 62:7 
I learned a lesson in trust while strapped in harness parasail-
ing over a resort beach in Mazatlan. I knew the straps would 
hold me, but I did not have faith to put it in action. I clutched 
the cables of the parachute attached to my harness with a 
death grip and refused to allow my weight to rest in the har-
ness. As the white sands, palms trees, and tropical view below 
grew smaller, my grip grew tighter. I could not enjoy the pano-
ramic sights around me because I could not trust the harness 
that held me. With relief, I was finally lowered down to drop 
in the sand, back on solid ground. 

Our spiritual walk will take us through seasons of sun 
and snow. There will be times when we will grab on and hold 
tightly to Jesus, but never rest fully in him. In our hearts we 
know he will come underneath to support us, girding us com-
pletely in his care, but our survival instinct will tell us “I have 
to do this.” 

When we rest fully in God’s care, we begin to see situa-
tions around us with greater focus and spiritual insight. 
Deeper faith allows God deeper access through his Holy Spirit 
working in us and through us. 

SONG: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, help me to trust you 

more and turn off the survival mode. I want to be able to fully 
rest in your care and let you lead me safely through the hard 
times in my life. 

—Lon Thornburg 


