
Nancy Thomas

At the time of writing these devotionals, we in the Northwest Yearly 
Meeting of Friends Church have just concluded our annual business 
sessions. Once again we were unable to come to consensus on issues 
relating to same sex relationships. Some of us are discouraged. Some of 
us continue to be hopeful. Most of us are finding our patience tested. 
Once again.

As I have been pondering all this in the presence of our Lord, I have felt 
his gentle touch and an encouragement to keep seeking guidance and 
keep trusting the Spirit. I have sensed the message, “I am a God who 
reveals mysteries to those who listen.” And I’ve sensed the word saying, 
“My times are not your times.”

So I’ve chosen to reflect on “The Timely Light of God,” bringing together 
the themes of revelation and time. Courage is increasing with insight, 
and my prayer is that it extends to you.

My husband Hal and I worship in the North Valley Friends Church in 
Newberg, Oregon.
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Sunday
January 1 Let There Be Light

BIBLE READING: Genesis 1:1-3

I delight in realizing that the first recorded words of God in 
Scripture are, “Let there be light.” Pronounced over a mysteri-
ous condition that was formless, empty, and dark, God spoke 
and light appeared. What was that first light like, created before 
the sun and other stars? Where did it flow from and what did it 
reveal? Did it come all at once in a cosmic “Big Bang”? Or did it 
gently infiltrate the universe in a graceful first dawn?

We don’t know the details or their timing. We do know a 
few things about the primal light though. We know its source—
God. And we know that it was good. It poured brightness and 
clarity into the darkness. It brought order into the chaos.

God’s been saying, “Let there be light,” ever since. All 
Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, witnesses to the pur-
poses of God in speaking light into the darkness of human mis-
ery and ignorance. We learn that God is a God who creates. And 
God is a God who reveals mysteries. Both actions characterize 
God as a speaker of light. God reveals the mysteries of God’s 
character and purposes. God reveals the divine will to persons 
and faith communities who seek guidance and who wait in the 
presence.

But while the Scriptures abound in promises of guidance 
and wisdom, they give no timeline. Will the discernment we 
seek come in a sudden “Big Bang” revelation? Or will the Spirit 
gradually open the way forward? Let’s patiently seek the way of 
the Lord, knowing it will be revealed even as we walk accord-
ing to the light we now have.

SONG: Lead On, O King Eternal
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, speak your light into the 

areas that confuse and divide your people today.

—Nancy Thomas
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Monday
January 2 In the Thick Darkness

BIBLE READING: Exodus 10:21-23

Talk about chaos and natural disaster! The Egyptians must have 
been approaching the edge of insanity, if not despair. Blood, 
boils, slimy frogs everywhere, gnats that got under their finger-
nails, swarms of insects ruining all hopes for a bumper crop—
or for any crop at all! Please! Enough is enough!

But no, enough was not enough. In the ninth plague 
Moses stretched out his hand and God sent a thick darkness 
over the land—a darkness so oppressive the people could 
almost reach out and grab it by the fistful. They sat in their 
houses for three days, immobilized, probably terrified. Lamps, 
candles— nothing worked. The darkness swallowed all light.

The small phrase, “Yet all the Israelites had light in the 
places where they lived,” has the feel of understatement, but 
its implications are tremendous. Perhaps the presence of the 
miraculous light was not only to aid the Israelites. Perhaps it 
was part of God’s intention to witness to the Egyptians.

Sometimes even the people of God themselves seem en-
veloped in a thick darkness of confusion and misunderstand-
ing. Could it be that at those times God chooses to give small 
lights to some of his servants? A prophetic or encouraging 
word—proclaimed, whispered, or even written—to give his 
people indication of the next step forward? We know the an-
swer. God has many means to show us where to walk, some 
of them gentle and soft-spoken. Let’s be alert and watchful for 
points of light in the dark.

SONG: This Little Light of Mine
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, today let the light of your 

truth and life shine out from me into my circumstances and 
relationships. Make me aware of the light shining through 
others.

—Nancy Thomas
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Tuesday
January 3 Bright Promises

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 11:1-4

The Spirit punctuates the Old Testament with assurance of 
God’s guidance through leaders and kings, with bright prom-
ises of greater guidance available to all God’s people at a later 
time in history. Isaiah 11 foretells the birth of Jesus, the branch 
of Jesse, then gives a description of the Spirit that will fill him. 
Theologians refer to this description as the seven-fold Spirit 
of God because of the list of characteristics. Four of these refer 
to revelation: the Spirit will pour out on Jesus wisdom, under-
standing, counsel, and knowledge, so that he will be able to 
judge (discern) with righteousness.

In Ezekiel we learn that the same Spirit who will anoint 
Jesus will also be given to his followers, opening up to them 
the possibility of receiving revelation from God. God not only 
reveals the mysteries of his will, God gives us the capacity to 
hear and understand. Not by might nor by education nor by 
natural intelligence, but by the Spirit of God.

Apparently this ability to hear from God through the Spirit 
is not automatic or instantaneous. The psalmist teaches us to 
ask of God, to plead, “Open my eyes that I may see” (119:18); 
“let me understand” (119:27); “teach me” (119:33); “direct me” 
(119:35). He then affirms: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light for my path” (119:105); and “the unfolding of your words 
gives light” (119:130).

With humility and patience we combine prayer with at-
tention to God’s word, and the Spirit unfolds that word, layer 
by layer. The unfolding of the word brings light. In God’s time, 
we begin to see. Bright promises, indeed.

SONG: He Leadeth Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, today I affirm the presence 

of your Spirit within me to teach, guide, and direct. Help me 
to hear.

—Nancy Thomas
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Wednesday
January 4 In the Fullness of Time

BIBLE READING: Galatians 4:4-5

Revelation and time come together most deeply and completely 
in Jesus. Paul uses the phrase, “in the fullness of time,” to mark 
the blazing moment when God’s Son enters our sphere of life 
as a human being. Theologians have explored that phrase and 
pointed out meanings in the context of the Roman Peace, the 
good roads, and the cultural mix that would make possible the 
spread of the gospel. On a deeper level, it tells us that every-
thing so far in human history had been leading to this point of 
God’s ultimate revelation in Christ Jesus.

Jesus, light of the world, is God’s living word to us today 
(John 1:5, 9; 8:12). But that doesn’t always mean that guidance 
automatically comes our way. I remember when my visiting 
five-year-old grandson sat with me in Quaker open worship. At 
one point he tugged my sleeve and whispered, “Grandma, why 
isn’t anyone saying anything?” “They’re listening for God to 
speak,” I whispered back. After a few more minutes, he tugged 
again, “Grandma, I can’t hear him.”

That’s how it seems sometimes. When the way is unclear 
and God is disturbingly silent, it’s time for us to affirm our faith 
that Jesus lives within us and that God’s promises to show us 
his will are a sure foundation. What seems like slow revelation 
to us is under the timeliness of the One who determines when 
the sun rises, when empires crumble, and when the mysteries 
of our lives will be revealed. The One who, in the fullness of 
time, gave us Jesus.

SONG: In His Time
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for the presence of 

Jesus in my life. Today make me more aware of this presence. 
Teach me to listen.

—Nancy Thomas
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Thursday
January 5 The Inward Light

BIBLE READING: John 1:1-9

George Fox searched everywhere for truth until, as he wrote 
in his Journal, “when my hopes were all gone, so that I had 
nothing outwardly to help me, nor could tell what to do, then, 
Oh then, I heard a voice which said, ‘There is one, even Christ 
Jesus, that can speak to thy condition,’ and when I heard it my 
heart did leap for joy….And this I knew experimentally.”

This Quaker understanding of the direct revelation of 
Jesus to the believer became identified as the Inward Light, al-
ways referring to the outside light of Jesus entering the recep-
tive person. The apostle John called Jesus “the true light that 
gives light to every person,” a key facet of Quaker theology. 
Fox wrote in his Journal that no one could “know the spiritual 
meaning of Moses’, the prophet’s and John’s words…unless 
they had the Spirit and the light of Jesus; nor could they know 
the words of Christ and of his apostles without the Spirit.”

The early Quaker painting, The Presence in the Midst, 
illustrates how the living word of Jesus comes not just to the 
person but also to the gathered community. It paints a mystical 
portrait of Jesus, barely discernible but very present, in a meet-
ing for worship.

As a child, I misunderstood the name of that painting as, 
“The Presence in the Mist.” Now I think that misunderstand-
ing insightful. During those times of misty confusion when we 
want to say to our Lord, “Speak up! We can’t quite hear you,” 
we need to remember that he is still among us, waiting for the 
right time. When that time comes, Jesus will speak.

Will we be listening?

SONG: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, lead our church. Give us 

gifts of discernment and teach us to use those gifts together.

—Nancy Thomas
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Friday
January 6 The Eyes of Your Heart

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:17-19

We have much to learn about God’s timely revelation through 
the ways Paul prayed for new believers. One thing Paul always 
prayed was that new Christians would grow in their ability to 
hear God’s direct revelation to them. In Ephesians he prays that 
God “may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that 
you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened in order that you may know” (Ephesians 
1:17-18). He prays that they “may have power, together with 
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ” (Ephesians 3:18). We read his prayer in 
Philippians for the believers, “that your love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may 
be able to discern what is best” (Philippians 1:9-10). And in 
Colossians, he prays that God would “fill you with the knowl-
edge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understand-
ing” (Colossians 1:9).

From these prayers, we learn that God wills for us to be 
able to hear the voice of the Spirit. We learn that listening well 
is sometimes communal, “together with all the saints.” It’s our 
love for one another that causes us to “abound in…depth of in-
sight.” We learn that this received wisdom is neither automatic 
nor quick. We pray that God will give us what God already 
wills us to have, and the asking seems to be part of the process. 
We learn that the ability to listen well increases in increments; 
it abounds “more and more” over time.

Maybe part of the reason we don’t always hear from God 
as soon as we would like is because we’re not ready.

SONG: Open the Eyes of My Heart
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Open the eyes of our hearts, 

Lord. We want to hear you.

—Nancy Thomas



11

Saturday
January 7 In the Meantime

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 13:4-13

Many times, as the body of Christ, we come together to hear 
his voice and discern the way forward. We come with differing 
perspectives, some held passionately. And, although united in 
our commitment to follow God’s will, discernment does not 
come. We fail to reach consensus or to make a decision. We 
find ourselves, once again, “in the meantime.” And, if we’re 
not careful, it can be a mean time, indeed. So, how do we live 
in the uneasy space between not knowing and knowing the will 
of God for us?

I suggest the love chapter, 1 Corinthians 13. We all know 
it. Let’s look at the three basic characteristics of Christians in 
this chapter: faith, hope, and love.

We can choose to live with faith in a God who reveals 
mysteries and gives wisdom. God’s timing may be different 
than ours, but God’s promises are true. We must affirm this, 
especially in the waiting times of not knowing.

We can choose to live with hope. Hope says that those 
promises will apply to us and to our situation. Hope says that, 
with patience, we will discover together the way forward. This 
hope allows us to live out our calling today, to do the work God 
gives us to do—even before we have resolution on all the issues 
we need to discern.

We can choose to live with love. We can treat each other 
kindly, listen well, be patient, clothe ourselves in humility, 
and believe the best—even of those with different perspectives. 
And we can follow the call of love out into our neighborhoods 
and around the world. Now. In God’s good time (the opposite of 
our “meantime”) God will show us the way.

SONG: Blest Be the Tie That Binds
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Bind our hearts together, Lord, 

so that we might more clearly hear your voice.
—Nancy Thomas


