
Pat Thames 

My husband and I co-pastor Asheboro Friends Meeting in North Caro-
lina. God has given us gifts that compliment each other, and we 
enjoy sharing our pastoral responsibilities. 

We are blessed with four adult children and six grandchildren. We 
are doting grandparents and spoil the grandchildren every chance 
we get. I crochet, quilt, garden, and play games on my iPad. 

As a former elementary media specialist, I still love working with 
children. My devotions center around spiritual lessons I have learned 
from students as well as our grandchildren. 
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Sunday 
August 25 Wisdom of Children—Ready! 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 55:6-11 
David was a special needs child at the school where I was li-
brarian. He was mainstreamed into a third grade class which 
came each week to the library for story time. For the first few 
weeks, David came in with his classmates and seemed to en-
joy the class. Then one week when he got to the door, he re-
fused to cross the threshold. No amount of talking or cajoling 
by either his teacher or me could convince him to join the rest 
of the class for library time. David returned to his classroom 
with his teacher.  

For about four weeks we saw the same behavior and had 
no answers. Then one day I realized that David had walked 
right in with the other students. He sat down at a table, looked 
at me and said, “I am ready now.” For some reason David had 
to work on his own timetable. His teacher and I were really 
sorry that he had missed several weeks of interesting activi-
ties. We never knew the reason why. 

Aren’t we all like David, in that we want to live our lives 
according to our own schedule? I wonder how many times 
God has a blessing for me that I miss because I refuse to follow 
his leading. Maybe David was frightened of something, so he 
would not enter the library. At times are we not frightened 
when God offers opportunities to us? Are there times we will 
just refuse to step across the threshold? 

SONG: Have Thine Own Way 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, lead us in your pathway. 

Help us not to be afraid but to trust your way and your guid-
ance that we may learn and grow day by day. 

—Pat Thames 
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Monday 
August 26 Wisdom of Children—Growing Up 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 5:11-14 
We are blessed with six grandchildren ranging in age from one 
year old to eighteen years old. What excitement and joy they 
bring into our lives! And while we imagine that we are help-
ing with their teaching and upbringing, in fact we are learning 
much from their childlike faith and expressions. 

Our five-year-old grandson is constantly commenting on 
age and size. He thinks Papa and I are so-o-o old, but he is 
also concerned about our heights. Papa is close to six feet tall 
and I barely reach five feet. One day Isaac came running in 
and said, “Nanny, I know what happened. Papa grew up, and 
you just got older!” After we got over the shock and the laugh-
ing, I began to think about the wisdom of children. 

How many Christians just get older and never grow up? 
The Bible warns us about this possibility. We let the hustle 
and bustle of modern life interfere with the most important 
things in life. We take care of our everyday concerns—secular 
jobs, educational opportunities, social events. We overlook 
studying the Bible and learning more of God. 

Paul gives good advice to Timothy when he says: “For 
physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for 
all things, holding promise for both the present life and the 
life to come” (1 Timothy 4:8). Spiritually, may we strive not to 
just grow old but to grow up by giving more time to Bible 
reading, prayer, and meditation. 

SONG: Living for Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to grow in 

knowledge of your ways. 
—Pat Thames 
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Tuesday 
August 27 Wisdom of Children—Sowing Seeds 

BIBLE READING: Luke 8:1-15 
My grandson and I planted sunflower seeds early last spring. 
We chose to plant the tallest variety we could find and anx-
iously waited for them to begin to grow. Before long we had 
beautiful tall green stems and the beginning of flowers. Gradu-
ally the flower heads increased in size; but just as they were 
ready to bloom, disaster struck. Voles attacked the plants from 
underneath the soil and pulled them downward.  

We decided to leave the now shorter and dilapidated 
sunflowers in the ground, and miraculously they began to 
bloom. The flowers were big and beautiful and well worth the 
wait and concern. However, since they were practically sitting 
on the ground, we had a new problem. We had to provide pro-
tection from the squirrels. And so goes the saga of our sun-
flowers. We will try again this spring! 

Later as I cleaned up the last pieces of our sunflowers, I 
realized that often we plant spiritual seeds and wait for them 
to produce. Sometimes they spring up quickly, but circum-
stances cause the seeds not to grow as they should. Maybe 
“weeds” (i.e., voles) choke out the most promising plants. 
Other times tender, loving care is needed in order to flourish. 
However, in all circumstances, with lots of care and spiritual 
watering (like extra prayer), the plants will appear and grow 
and thrive. 

SONG: Bringing in the Sheaves 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: O Lord our God, be with us as 

we plant spiritual seeds in your name. May we give tender, 
loving care to our spiritual gardens as we do to our vegetable 
gardens. Let our harvests be great for you. 

—Pat Thames 
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Wednesday 
August 28 

Wisdom of Children—Our Way or 
God’s Way? 

BIBLE READING: 1 John 2:3-6 
We love our six grandchildren and try to spend as much time 
as possible with them. Five are boys; Sydney is our only 
granddaughter. At three years old, she is very independent 
and knows exactly what she wants. Along with her brother, 
Sydney spends every Monday night at our house as well as 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. We learn many lessons 
during those times. 

Often Sydney wants her way and no other way. On one 
such day, she wanted to go outside with Papa to feed the 
chickens and rabbit, but she did not have her shoes on. Fi-
nally I positioned myself right in front of her and said calmly, 
“You must put your shoes on if you are going outside.” She 
smiled and said, “Got it, Nanny!” She quickly got those shoes 
on and, with a big smile on her face, went outside to help 
with the animals. 

Later that night as I thought over my day, I realized how 
frustrated God must get with us when we want our way and 
not his way. Often we can be very determined, and sometimes 
we even think we have better answers than God does. Mean-
while, he speaks quiet encouragement to us. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if we would answer, “Got it, Lord!” and then 
quickly smile and follow his leadership. 

SONG: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may we listen for your 

still, small voice each day. Thank you for your patience with 
us. May we learn to follow the leadings we receive from you. 

—Pat Thames 



75 

Thursday 
August 29 Wisdom of Children—God’s Gifts 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
I enjoy watching our youngest grandson learn. Uncle Robert, 
an architect, made Titus a couple of interesting wooden toys. 
One, a small wooden box with a hinged top, opens to reveal a 
square piece of wood with a small wooden handle on top. 
When this square is removed, a circle with a wooden handle 
appears. Underneath the circle is a small triangle with a 
wooden handle. The square, circle, and triangle must each be 
replaced in the correct order for the top to close. As Titus 
played with this toy, I was amazed at his motor skills and rea-
soning abilities. He caught on quickly and soon could replace 
the pieces correctly. However, if he became rushed or dis-
tracted, he would make a mistake, get frustrated, and need 
help. 

The other toy is a wooden pole set in a solid base. Eight 
squares of varying sizes with holes in the centers fit over the 
pole resulting in a neat stack of squares, each one smaller than 
the one below it. Soon Titus could stack these squares. Again, 
if he is rushed or distracted, he becomes frustrated and needs 
help. Both toys are meant to teach a variety of skills that Titus 
will use many times throughout his life. 

God gives us gifts made especially for us—gifts created 
with love, meant to help us learn and grow. Many times in-
stead of following God’s leadership, we become rushed and 
distracted by life, trying to arrange the pieces of life our way. 
We lose track of God’s gifts to us and how we are to use them 
for his glory. 

SONG: He’s Still Working on Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Father, for the gifts 

you give us. May we recognize and use them daily for your 
glory. 

—Pat Thames 
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Friday 
August 30 Wisdom of Children—True Love 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 16:5-11 
Our three-year-old granddaughter, Sydney, has a big personal-
ity. She loves her Papa—she is his little princess. She gets 
very animated with me when I suggest that Ken is “my” Papa, 
although on a good day, she sometimes agrees to share him 
with me. Papa gets the most hugs and the biggest kisses. Syd-
ney runs to him with all boo-boos, confident that he can 
quickly fix them. Of course, he enjoys all these displays of 
love. 

Sydney is proud of her Papa and she tells him so. She 
loves to take her afternoon nap curled up in his lap in the re-
cliner, totally at peace. Sydney helps him feed the chickens, 
the rabbit, and the birds, skipping along happily beside him 
outside. They gather the eggs in the late afternoons. She loves 
to play games on his computer. 

Each time Sydney leaves our home, she gets a treat, usu-
ally a small peppermint patty. She counts on that treat as a 
reminder of Papa’s love to her. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if as Christians we were much 
more vocal about “our Papa”? If we would dare to tell strang-
ers about the one who means the most in our lives? If we 
would instinctively run to God first with all our boo-boos, no 
matter how small? And if we trusted him to take care of all 
situations? If we loved to spend time with him? If we were 
content in his presence? 

SONG: Draw Me Nearer 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Draw us closer to you each day, 

Lord. 
—Pat Thames 
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Saturday 
August 31 Wisdom of Children—Telling Others 

BIBLE READING: John 1:35-42 
One day as Isaac, our five-year-old grandson, and I were in the 
back yard, he asked why he had not seen Babe, the dog from 
next door. Babe had died several months earlier due to old 
age. Isaac knew at the time, but as a five year old, he was still 
processing death and its meaning. I reminded Isaac that Babe 
had died and was buried in the woods. He remembered and 
was sad, but then with big tears in his eyes, he exclaimed, 
“Oh, no, Nanny! Did Babe get a chance to believe? Is he in 
heaven?”  

What a loaded question! I carefully answered that God 
took care of animals, and while they could not believe like we 
do, God had a plan for them. “Good!” Isaac said. “I believe 
and I am going to heaven, and I want all my friends to be 
there,. also. I have to tell those who do not know about God.” 

If only we were all as zealous as Isaac. If we really 
wanted all of our family and friends in heaven, we would be 
willing to invite each one, just as Andrew did. There would 
be more sharing at the grocery store, at ball games, in the 
beauty parlor and barber shop, and at our workplaces. If each 
Christian would share with only one un-churched person in 
the next year, what a change it would make! Are you willing 
to tell others? 

SONG: It Only Takes A Spark (Pass It On) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, put those in our pathway 

each day that need to know. May we follow your words to go 
and tell. 

—Pat Thames 


