
Jim Teeters

I am a retired social worker and former Friends pastor. I enjoy 
volunteering in the local elementary school kindergarten and I facilitate 
poetry writing at the KentHOPE homeless women’s day shelter. I also 
teach a series of classes at the shelter, titled Wisdom 101. I tell the 
women it isn’t Wisdom 400 because I teach it! That gets a chuckle and 
offers some mild humility. 

My wife Rebecca and I are heading toward fify-four years of marriage! 
We attend East Hill Friends Church in Kent, Washington.
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Sunday
May 28 Reading Parables

BIBLE READING: Psalm 78:2; Matthew 13:34-35

This week we will be challenged to read and reflect on some of 
Jesus’ parables. What an amazing and surprising storyteller he 
was! My approach will be more toward exploration rather than 
trying to interpret—I’ll leave that to you, dear reader.

I define poetry for kids and adults as painting pictures with 
words in lines. Then I ask: Where do you think these pictures 
are painted? I see puzzled faces and head scratching. Then I 
answer the question this way: These pictures are painted in the 
hearts and minds of those who hear or read your poems. The 
same could be said of Jesus’ parables: he is painting pictures in 
our hearts and minds with his stories and metaphors.

Paradoxically, Jesus used parables not only to enlighten 
but to confound. He used them as a way of sorting out those 
who open their hearts to his message from those who don’t 
(Matthew 13:13). He quotes Isaiah, “You will be hearing 
and never understanding, you will be ever seeing but never 
perceiving” (Matthew 13:14). One key to understanding and 
perceiving is to read the parables with your own self in mind, 
not others you might be tempted to judge. Ask instead: Lord, 
what are you asking me to do in response to this story? Then 
get ready to be surprised.

Therefore, as we examine some of Jesus’ parables, let’s 
first keep in mind that they are concrete pictures that point to 
spiritual truth. Second, we are to take the spiritual truth and 
apply it in concrete ways in our lives. We must pay attention or 
we might miss it!

SONG: Mystery of Mercy (Caedmon’s Call)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to be open to your 

parables so I can see and hear in order to understand and 
behave according to the truth you teach.

—Jim Teeters
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Monday
May 29 Be Ready

BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:1-13

Here we have a story of ten virgins waiting for the bridegroom, 
much like bridesmaids responsible to serve the bride at an im-
portant wedding event. But as we read in The Message we find, 
“Five were silly and five were smart.” The bridegroom was 
coming, a symbol of the second coming of Christ, or perhaps 
when we are called home to give account of our lives. How can 
we be ready at any given moment?

After the ten were wakened from their slumber with the 
news that the bridegroom had arrived, the silly virgins who 
didn’t carry extra oil asked the smart virgins for some of theirs. 
The smart virgins refused, and advised them to go buy their 
own oil. Well, it was too late, and when they arrived the bride-
groom said he didn’t even know them! What does the oil sym-
bolize? One would assume it is our salvation through belief and 
trust in Christ. I believe it can also be a symbol for the fruit of 
the Spirit, provided to us who have opened our lives to God’s 
gifts of grace (Galatians 5:22-23). How can you give the gifts of 
love, joy, or peace to anyone else? We each must have our own 
“oil” and we can’t share it with anyone. Can you imagine some-
one asking you for some of your patience or self-control, much 
less your salvation and faith? So it was with the smart virgins; 
they couldn’t share it—go get your own!

So we can ask ourselves: how much oil do I have? How 
ready am I to meet the bridegroom, or do I need to go get more 
oil?

SONG: Give Me Oil in My Lamp
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I want to be ready for your 

return. Help me remain in a steady state of readiness with 
your grace, salvation, and gifts of your Spirit!

—Jim Teeters
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Tuesday
May 30 Be Reliable

BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:14-30

One poor lug didn’t know the mind of the master, the other 
two did. Apparently, the master knew who to trust, because he 
gave the least to the one who didn’t know the master’s mind. So 
this is our lifelong challenge: to know the mind of God! Then 
Jesus says in summary, “For whoever has will be given more....
Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken 
from them.” Ow! And next Jesus adds, “Throw the worthless 
servant outside, into the darkness.” This is what gives this 
story urgency!

The “talents” in the story that are multiplied are not kept 
by the servants, they are given to the Master—same for us. 
What God offers us we use in service, which in turn is offered 
back to God. As we see in the parable of the sheep and goats on 
Wednesday, what we do for others is really for God!

I find that facilitating learning is a talent of mine. I love 
working with people. Now that I am retired, I want to continue 
to offer my talents. In a class for kindergarteners, I showed them 
how to make an eight-page book out of a piece of paper, title it, 
and add their name; next write their poems in it. After we were 
done, one little girl yelled out, “We are authors!” I replied, “Yes 
you are!” Goosebumps!

In a warm-up exercise for a class titled “What Matters 
Most” for residents of a women’s homeless shelter in Kent, I 
ask participants to write down three words that most describe 
you. This begins a discussion of how personal gifts are evident 
in our lives. Take a moment and do that exercise now.

SONG: Make Me a Blessing
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to know your 

mind!

—Jim Teeters



74

Wednesday
May 31 Be Righteous

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 58:6-8; Matthew 25:31-46

Just as in Isaiah’s day, God calls us to offer help to the op-
pressed. So often we are caught up in controversy over sins of 
commission such as substance abuse, sexual acts, etc., when 
true righteousness comes most powerfully through what we do 
for others. We face eternal punishment when we don’t care for 
others in need: the sins of omission. We need oil in our lamps 
(Monday) and a clear sense of God’s leading (Tuesday) in our 
lives to accomplish this!

My wife, Rebecca, was raised on a ranch in eastern 
Washington. She knows sheep and goats and says goats were 
more valuable. They provided meat and milk for the family. 
However, goats were very smart and difficult to handle—they 
could scale tall fences and might butt you if you bent over! 
Naughty creatures.

But the symbolism of a sheep or goat may not be as im-
portant as another message that comes through. Isaiah implies 
that if you offer to help the oppressed, “your light will break 
forth like the dawn.” The light comes from the Holy Spirit, 
making me think that we don’t serve the downtrodden to get a 
heavenly reward. No! We offer food, drink, clothes, and all car-
ing because we already have a heavenly reward. Our righteous-
ness arises from being blessed instead of being righteous to be 
blessed! And we measure our compassion not in sin avoidance 
but in pouring out love in gratitude for the overwhelming love 
we have received. We just can’t help caring and sharing!

SONG: Benediction (Eric Edmundson)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me pour out my 

gratitude in service to others!

—Jim Teeters
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Thursday
June 1 Be Repentant

BIBLE READING: Luke 13:1-9

I have to admit I am confused by Jesus’ response to those ask-
ing if people died because they sinned. He says no, then adds 
that they will perish if they don’t repent. As we move on to the 
parable of the fig tree we know it’s all about repentance.

In looking over some commentaries it seems clear that 
God is the owner of the vineyard and Jesus is the caretaker. 
Jesus wants to offer more time for all of us to repent and be 
fruitful.

In reflecting on my own life, I recall very clearly a time 
I needed to repent. After the church I pastored in Kent closed, 
I held anger in my heart toward several people I felt had be-
trayed me (I’ll skip the details). I stayed away from our yearly 
meeting functions and focused on my job with the State of 
Washington. Finally, I decided to attend the yearly meeting 
men’s retreat. There I coincidentally met each and every guy 
I needed to forgive—and I did forgive. I repented of my anger 
and resentment. After that time, Rebecca and I offered our 
services through the Teaching Abroad program in China, and 
spent time helping in Kenya. I served on the Board of Christian 
Education and conducted CE workshops, wrote the book, 
Going Intergenerational (Barclay Press 2010) based on my fam-
ily camp experiences, and taught church youth, among other 
ministries to children and adults. My repentance increased my 
fruitfulness!

Perhaps there is some aspect of your life holding you 
back. Jesus has provided the extra time to ponder and decide to 
change. Ponder that; and repent if needed.

SONG: Amazing Grace
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, show me where I need to 

repent before I can become more fruitful!

—Jim Teeters
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Friday
June 2 Be Responsive

BIBLE READING: Matthew 7:24-27; Romans 2:13

When I hear believers talk about the house on the rock, it seems 
some think that it means if you are a Christian and believe in 
God, then you’ve built your house on a rock. Wrong! The mean-
ing is that you have to both hear and then put into practice 
what you hear—hearing and doing!

Let me draw an example from my own life to illustrate 
both cases. First, when I taught in a small Catholic college in 
Oregon in the late 60s and early 70s, our faculty and students 
were divided, much like our society. There were the “rugs” (lib-
eral, hippie, love tribe) and the “jocks” (conservative, uptight, 
rule followers). We just couldn’t get along. My “not hearing and 
acting” was in joining one side—the rugs. I was a long-haired, 
hippie professor. The dean of students, Doc Sullivan, was a 
great guy trying to mend the divide. He was the hearer and 
doer, but the college collapsed under this conflict.

Second, the college campus was surrounded by farmers 
who hired migrant workers to work the farms and harvest the 
crops during the summer. They were poorly paid and lived 
in deplorable places supplied by the greedy farmers. I had a 
wonderful idea. Why not offer the college dormitories for 
the migrants when the students were on summer break? The 
trustees thought the migrants would ruin the place, but with 
fellow professors and students who liked the idea, it prevailed. 
Donated stoves and refrigerators were installed in the base-
ment. It turned out that the migrant families were cleaner than 
the hippie students! That time, we got it right—hearers and 
doers, helping the poor.

What is the Holy Spirit telling you to do? Better do it!

SONG: The Wise Man Built His House
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to be both a 

listener and a doer of your Word!

—Jim Teeters



77

Saturday
June 3 Be Restful

BIBLE READING: Matthew 11:28-30

Here Jesus presents a lovely paradox: taking a yoke (dragging 
a cart?) and resting (kicking back). But Jesus says you will find 
“rest for your souls.” This is a spiritual vacation! No more strug-
gling to follow laws. The epigraph to my poem, “No Rules” 
says:

Put your life
in God’s hands

walk forward
listen

love
It is freeing to realize that there are no rules to follow in 

order to be better loved by God. And Paul tells the Galatians: 
“All who rely on observing the law are under a curse” (Galatians 
3:10). So we’d better stay out of that trap! Then he adds (my 
favorite Bible verse): “The only thing that counts is faith ex-
pressing itself through love” (Galatians 5:6). Just let Jesus’ grace 
and God’s love wash through you. How restful is that!?

This idea is so much a part of being a Friend. We focus 
on listening to the Holy Spirit, centering down, and moving 
with guided hearts and minds in the love of Jesus! That’s it. 
But there is a tendency for us to make rules and therefore judg-
ments. Let’s be done with that! Here are the last few lines of 
“No Rules”:

lay down on a bridge of promises
wait for the water to rise
sweep you away
where trees grow tall
wind sets you free

SONG: Teach Me to Stop and Listen
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me take your freeing 

and restful yoke upon me!

—Jim Teeters


