
Jim Teeters 

Here I am with my wife Rebecca and our kids. From left to right 
they are Morgan Teeters, Marlan Teeters, Bronwen Stevenson, and 
Rhionna Watson. We also have eight grandkids. Rebecca and I live in 
Kent, Washington (near Seattle), and attend East Hill Friends 
Church. I serve on the Board of Christian Education and Discipleship 
of the Northwest Yearly Meeting. 

I enjoy writing and have written several poetry collections and 
published books on teaching techniques for adults and intergenera-
tional programming for churches. 

This week I want to look at seven key components of compassionate 
action. Each devotional title begins with the letter “A,” mostly 
because I have a fascination with alliteration. I want to share with 
you some things I’ve learned, knowing that I have much more to 
understand and do as well. 
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Sunday 
July 29 Ask 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 7:7-12 
Compassionate action begins right here—asking God. This is 
an act of humility. Some preachers use this passage to teach 
listeners that God will give them anything they want. Such a 
teaching does not involve humility; it is centered on selfish-
ness. When we ask in humility, we are asking to know what 
direction God wants us to go. We are asking how we can join 
in God’s purpose rather than wanting God to join our purpose. 
Too often I find myself wanting God to join in my oh-so-very-
important pursuits, forget-
ting to ask God to guide me 
and teach me the way to go. 

In today’s Bible read-
ing, we find compassion as 
a component in our asking. 
God teaches that a good 
father gives good gifts to his 
children. Our Father gives 
good gifts to us, but what is 
good? Read verse 12 again: 
doing to others what we 
would want—the “Golden 
Rule.” Compassion involves 
being so aware of others’ 
needs that we make them 
equal to our own. 

SONG: Make Me a Servant 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me remember to ask for 

your guidance and your compassion. Show me what matters 
most. 

—Jim Teeters 

Here is a portion of my poem  
I titled “Feeding Jesus” based 
on Matthew 25:35: 

Jesus says 
when you feed 

the least important ones 
you are feeding the Deity 

that still small voice 
God of wind and waves 

In other words 
a can of peas you drop 

in the container for 
the hungry, homeless, hopeless 

is really food for 
the Alpha and Omega. 
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Monday 
July 30 Accountability 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:33-37; 21:28-31 
Over the years, I have taken on many leadership roles for 
various projects. The most exhilarating aspect of this has been 
the faithful workers—the volunteers—who make these pro-
jects effective. The most frustrating aspect is when volunteers 
don’t follow through with what they said they would do! The 
consequences can be devastating—the work is interrupted and 
the people in need of service go wanting. 

As Christians we need to be careful when we say we 
will do something, especially as others depend on us. I think 
that is why Jesus makes a point about commitment and integ-
rity; and if it matters to him, it ought to matter to us. Leaders 
would rather know up front if they can’t count on a worker 
instead of believing otherwise and then dealing with the 
person’s lack of follow-through. Most church leaders can take 
steps to rectify any lack if they know about it and have time to 
plan for it. 

When you or I take part in some ministry project of 
compassionate action, let’s follow Christ’s words: “Let your 
‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’” (Matthew 5:37 NKJV). Let’s 
just do what we say we will do. Jesus emphasizes that adding 
anything more to that intention comes from the “evil one.” 
Wow! What strong language! Let’s do what we say we will 
do—as a leader or as a follower. 

SONG: I Would Be True 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, let my “Yes” be “Yes,” 

and my “No,” “No.” 
—Jim Teeters 
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Tuesday 
July 31 Abundance 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:13-16 
Several years ago I was responsible for interviewing Christian 
ministry volunteers to serve at our local jail. People could 
apply to facilitate Bible studies, lead worship gatherings, or 
fill other ministry roles. During the interviews it often became 
quite clear when applicants wanted to serve in the jail minis-
try to meet their own needs instead of truly being called to be 
salt and light in that venue. People offer to serve in that kind 
of ministry for all kinds of reasons: they want to show off, be 
important, sell a point of view, etc. Often the things hidden 
from the leaders were brought out into the open by the in-
mates. They have an uncanny ability to ferret out weakness. 

Those with the most effective ministry wanted to volun-
teer and had nothing to gain—they just offered themselves in 
humble service. These individuals 
became the heroes and heroines to 
the inmates and the staff. They 
came with enthusiasm for Christ’s 
grace and for the healing words of 
Scripture. They came with humil-
ity, knowing their own need for a 
savior. They came with a deep 
commitment to share, but mostly 
desired to listen and care. They 
were normal, weak human beings 
whose abundance came from 
reliance on the still small voice 
that guides and transforms.  

SONG: There Is Power in the Blood 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, let me be salt and light 

out of YOUR abundance. 
—Jim Teeters 

From my poem “Salt”: 

Last week a teenager 
in my church class 

interprets Jesus’ words: 
You are the salt 

of the earth. 
Tells me his theory 
on this, says, Salt is 

kindness. That’s the salt 
I gotta be in this 

self-centered world. 
Omega 
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Wednesday 
August 1 A Cup of Cold Water 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:35-46 
Jesus says, “I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink” (Matthew 25:35). 

People are hungry, thirsty, lonely, sick, or in trouble. 
These are natural areas of ministry listed by Jesus, the very 
acts that he says makes the difference between heaven and 
hell! “Then they (those who did not help the helpless) will go 
away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life” (Matthew 25:46). Pick your side—sheep or goat? 

I have a vision in my head of the way the kingdom of 
God works. I imagine that when great edifices were built, 
grand schemes hatched, earthly kingdoms built, and millions 
of dollars earned by a clever entrepreneur—when these things 
happen, heaven just goes along as usual: the angels fly here 
and there and go 
about their angelic 
business. But when 
someone unselfishly 
offers a bit of bread to 
a hungry person or 
hands money to the 
guy along the freeway 
exit, a great celebra-
tion takes place in 
heaven! And the more 
that is given, the 
merrier the party! 

SONG: Take My Life and Let It Be 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me keep it simple, Lord. 

Help me see and respond to the hungry, thirsty, lonely, na-
ked, sick, and imprisoned. 

—Jim Teeters 

Jesus asks, is it 
a virtue if you feed 
someone who’ll love you back? 
you know: the one who says: 
“Hey, next time, I buy lunch.” 

But I hear that if you 
offer even a jar of peanut butter 
to the hungry one who can’t repay you 
a great chorus of heaven’s angels 
has a party—wings flap 
halos knocked sideways 
cheers all around. 
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Thursday 
August 2 A.C.T.S 

BIBLE READING: John 16:31-33; James 1:2-5 
This acronym based on the book of Acts involves: 

A = Acknowledgment of God’s love in our lives 
C = Commitment to compassionate action 
T = Trials come as we are obedient 
S = Saving grace of God made evident, which takes us 
      back to “A” 
As I read through the book of Acts, I notice this cycle 

over and over. The apostles grow in faith and commit to the 
work of Christ. They go out to heal, preach, and teach. Then 
trials come. Soon a wonderful work of God brings them back 
to acknowledging the grace and wonder of God. 

I think this is a natural cycle in the Christian life when 
we stick our necks out in compassionate action. Missionaries 
tell their stories of troubles, and those who work in local 
ministries tell of trials. As part of a group of church planting 
pastors, I remember how we all experienced this pattern. In 
his letter to Christians, James jumps right into this reality at 
the beginning. He tells us that trials build our character—we 
gain strength and resilience. 

After committing myself fully to pastoral ministry, I 
faced a devastating defeat when my church closed. Trials! But 
not long afterward, I encountered a most magnificent healing 
experience at a men’s retreat. This culminated in a beach walk 
at Twin Rocks Friends Camp and an unforgettable encounter 
with my two angels (I must need two) bringing this message: 
God loves you just the way you are and sees you perfect 
through Jesus. Wow, I was back on the faith train ready to 
minister in any way God wanted! 

SONG: It Is Well with My Soul 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, when I am in the midst of 

trials, bring me through so I will sing again. 
—Jim Teeters 
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Friday 
August 3 Affiliation 

BIBLE READING: John 13:34-35 
Compassionate action is best accomplished in community—a 
small group with vision and commitment can do wonders. As 
the writer of Ecclesiastes says, “A cord of three strands is not 
quickly broken” (4:12). I had so much fun in a small Bible 
study group that decided our ministry wasn’t complete until 
we added compassionate action to our program. We contacted 
a local ministry organization that fielded referrals from people 
who were in a crisis. Our group began to keep a fund for gro-
cery shopping. When a referral came from a family needing 
food, we went to the store. Each small group member took a 
turn going grocery shopping, locating the family, and deliver-
ing the food. It was so exhilarating to see the faces of those 
who suddenly found their cupboards and refrigerator stocked 
with plenty of provisions. As an added factor, we placed a 
card in a sack that said this food was given in the name of 
Jesus. 

When people join forces—even in numbers of just two 
or three—and make a plan, big things can happen. Our small 
church weekly provides bread from the restaurant Panera to 
shelters and low income housing. We make it a team effort 
with different people picking up, sorting, and delivering the 
goods. When I’ve watched a small group of Christians work 
together, I’ve seen money raised for the needy, a Christian 
counseling center started, a local jail ministry kept going 
strong, empty college dormitories offered to summer migrant 
workers. On and on it goes, all because Christians joined 
together to work in Christ’s name. The bonus: we have fun in 
the process! 

SONG: They Will Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me find a way to 

join with others in compassionate action. 
—Jim Teeters 
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Saturday 
August 4 Addition 

BIBLE READING: John 17:18-21 
When we act in accordance with God’s principles, we get to 
see the kingdom and the church grow. The church grows best 
through faithful people putting Christ’s love into action. This 
truth also pertains to our personal soul growth: as we put 
these principles into action, we become stronger and wiser in 
our faith. “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though 
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us”  (1 Peter 2:12). 
“Do your best to improve your faith…by adding goodness, 
concern for others, and love” (2 Peter 1:5-7 CEV). 

If we are faithful, addition happens (though we may not 
always see it). Jesus is praying for those whom we serve 
through our compassionate action. A small group in our 
church is currently studying the book The Hole in Our Gospel 
by World Vision’s CEO Richard Stearns. The “hole” referred 
to by Stearns is compassionate action! He says that  “we have 
embraced a view of our faith that is far too tame.” We focus 
too much on “right beliefs” and miss seeing through them 
“the power to change the world.” We need to focus on com-
passionate action and justice as well as proclaiming the good 
news. 

Let me end this week of devotions by offering a chal-
lenge to you, dear reader. Join with others to participate in an 
effort of compassionate action. The place to start is asking 
Jesus to guide your group of two, three, or more. Then just get 
going! Be salt and be light—starting today. 

SONG: O to Be Like Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, make me a servant.  

Let me be an answer to your prayer for those who will  
believe because of your followers. 

—Jim Teeters 


