
Aaron Stokes 

My wife of five years, Cassie, and I recently had our first child. Her 
name is Evelynn. We are originally from Northeast Ohio, but two 
years ago we were called to move to Haviland, Kansas. It is there 
that I have been studying theology at Barclay College. I have re-
cently developed a passion for learning and sharing Quaker heritage. 
I do not know where God will take us next or how he plans on using 
this education, but I look forward to obediently serving him. 

This week of devotions is centered on God’s ability to miraculously 
enlighten us. They showcase moments in the lives of Biblical charac-
ters who gained sight and what we have to learn from them. I pray 
that as you read through these devotions you will be encouraged on 
your own journey towards true sight and understanding. 
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Sunday 
August 28 The Light Is Life 

BIBLE READING: 1 John 1:5-10 
Isaiah tells us that “darkness covers the earth and thick dark-
ness is over the peoples” (60:2a). Without God, we are moving 
toward what St. Athanasius called “non-existence through 
corruption.” It is for these reasons that our Father, in his 
infinite wisdom, sent himself: to redeem creation, rather than 
leave it on its course back toward nothingness. John tells us in 
his Gospel that Jesus was the “light of men” (1:4) and that no 
amount of darkness can overcome that light. 

So, in order to have true fellowship with the Creator, 
and not just claim it with words, we must walk in this light. 
As Christ said, “whoever follows me will never walk in dark-
ness” (John 8:12). By these very words, Jesus tells us that only 
by mimicking him and conforming to the pattern he has set 
for us, will we move against the tide of unreality. Are we not 
liars to think we can claim to have that life without actually 
getting behind him and obeying his commands? 

It is also interesting that John says the way to fellowship 
with one another is through this light (1 John 1:7). Our sev-
ered relationship with God equally affects our relationships 
with each other. Until we allow him to pierce the darkness in 
our hearts, to give us back our sight, all our relationships will 
be founded upon our own selfish desires, even those we view 
as the most affectionate. If we want to have truly authentic 
relationships with God and with each other, we must walk in 
the light. 

SONG: We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, we thank you for send-

ing us your Son, that we might see the path to redemption 
and freedom. We pray that the steps we take might result in a 
lifting of this darkness. 

—Aaron Stokes 
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Monday 
August 29 “I Was Blind” 

BIBLE READING: John 9:35-41 
I believe this passage describes everyone’s story. We are all 
blind from the very beginning; not really knowing God or 
ourselves. We stumble around through this world, guided 
only by our passions. But the Lord has shown mercy on us by 
giving us his Son who has “come into this world, so that the 
blind will see” (v. 39). There is only one way to escape that 
impossible darkness that surrounds us from the beginning: 
through Jesus Christ. It is by him that the Father has been 
made known (John 1:18). And it was he who said that we 
bring good things only by the good stored up in us (Matthew 
12:35). All that we do, good or bad, is the outpouring of our 
hearts, and we must have Christ in order to reveal that to us. 

Some of us, like the Pharisees, think we can see, but that 
is only a testament to how truly blind we are. They believed 
they already had sight, while the formerly blind man realized 
that it was Jesus alone who restored his vision to him. He says 
earlier in the chapter, “One thing I do know. I was blind but 
now I see!” (John 9:25). The Pharisees completely ignored  
this and condemned Jesus for performing this miracle on the 
Sabbath and made this man guilty by association. We must 
always be on guard because even the vision of the most reli-
gious of us is sometimes clouded. 

SONG: Amazing Grace 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, bless the blind with sight. 

Help your servants to understand themselves and your will 
better. 

—Aaron Stokes 
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Tuesday 
August 30 Do You Believe that He Is Able? 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 9:27-30a 
In order for Christ to cure us of our spiritual blindness, we 
must have some measure of faith. This faith comes twofold: 
through our actions and through verbal proclamation. The two 
blind men, having never seen Jesus, were required first to 
believe that he could restore their sight before he actually did. 
By following and calling out to him, they were expressing 
their recognition that he was the Son of God. Faith, as is writ-
ten in the letter to the Hebrews, is “being certain of what we 
do not see” (11:1). These two blind men certainly had never 
seen Jesus, let alone any of his miracles, but even still, they 
believed. The same is true for us. We must embark upon the 
Way, never fully understanding the mystery of Christ, but 
believing all the more in his ability to restore our sight. 

When the two men caught up to Jesus, he asked them to 
give a statement of faith. It’s not enough to walk the walk; we 
must also proclaim with our mouths that Jesus is Lord. We 
must be willing to say, “Jesus, you are truly what can heal me 
of my darkness. You gave me these eyes; please, have mercy 
and give me sight.” This faith, through following and pro-
claiming, is rewarded. Matthew tells us that Jesus restored 
their sight (9:30). Jesus also desires to restore our sight today, 
if only we have enough faith to follow him, declaring that he 
is the Christ. 

SONG: Because He Lives 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may we have faith 

enough, even in our blindness, to trust in your restorative 
nature. As we draw near to you, have mercy upon us and  
give sight to the blind. 

—Aaron Stokes 
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Wednesday 
August 31 I Want to See 

BIBLE READING: Mark 10:46-52 
Not long ago, I was reading Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
when I came across a verse that caused me to pause and re-
read several times. Paul actually prays that God might grant 
the Ephesians the Spirit of revelation and wisdom (1:17). This 
seemed quite revolutionary to me as I had often understood 
wisdom to be something that a select few had. I always 
thought that God gave it to some naturally or it came with 
much experience. To know that I could ask for revelation 
myself—that the mysteries of our Father could be opened up 
to me—was a joy. But this is not at all uncommon. In the 
passage from Mark, we see our brother, Bartimaeus, asking 
Christ for the very same thing. Jesus asks him what he would 
like him to do, and his request is for sight. It is through faith 
that this supplication is given. 

I wonder how often we ask for sight. The Lord would 
love to reveal himself to us, to deepen our knowledge of his 
love for us, if only we might ask for it. This is, however, the 
last thing the enemy wants. Notice how quickly those around 
Bartimaeus tried to quiet him. Because a richer understanding 
of God only leads to a closer relationship with him, the oppo-
sition will always attempt to keep us in that darkness. But it 
will never overcome the Light (John 1:5) so long as we take 
refuge in it. 

SONG: Holy Ghost, with Light Divine 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, give us your Spirit of 

revelation and wisdom. Show us your many wonders. May 
our desire to learn more about you continue to grow. 

—Aaron Stokes 
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Thursday 
September 1 “Have Mercy on Us” 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 20:30-34 
The one thing that we must always remember is that our sight 
is given to us as a gift. We do not deserve it, but fortunately 
we serve a God who looks upon us with compassion; a God 
who, despite all of our wickedness, does not “repay us accord-
ing to our iniquities” (Psalm 103:10). Our walk with Christ 
must always be a matter of humility and self-denial. We ought 
to take careful, unsure steps rather than blazing impatiently 
down the path. Like the two blind men in the story, we must 
constantly beg and plead with him for mercy. Just as they 
recognized his royal blood by calling him “Son of David,” we 
must also recognize him as the king and ruler of our lives. 

This stance of humility is one that is incredibly unnatu-
ral to us. We are accustomed to having rights and entitlements 
in our culture. We believe that we are entitled to cars and 
houses, well-paying jobs, and an expensive education. Con-
trasting this is the proper view of the Christian: that in the 
kingdom of God there are no rights. We deserve nothing. 
Everything is a gift given out of loving kindness and compas-
sion. We must, as Paul urges the church in Thessalonica, 
“give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). For 
this holy fear, this stance of humility before a mighty king, “is 
the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). 

SONG: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, have mercy on us in  

all things. Bless us with servants’ hearts and help us to see 
everything as a gift. 

—Aaron Stokes 
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Friday 
September 2 Life with Sight 

BIBLE READING: Acts 9:17-22 
One of the most famous stories of sight being restored is that 
of Saul’s conversion. Equally as important as the conversion is 
how Paul dynamically changed his life upon regaining his 
sight. He went from “breathing out murderous threats against 
the Lord’s disciples” (v. 1) to immediately “[preaching] in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God” (v. 20). The same 
must also be true of us. Obtaining spiritual sight, the enlight-
enment of the heart and mind, can result in no less than a 
complete transformation of character. 

However, the majority of us will not have a “Damascus 
Road” experience, but a daily battle against our former selves. 
As Billy Graham once said, “Being a Christian is…a daily 
process whereby you grow to be more and more like Christ.” 
Every moment for the Christian is another opportunity to 
either reveal or hide the coming kingdom of God. The gift of 
sight opens our eyes to those things we must surrender and 
also allows us to see God more clearly in this life. 

Saul had a reputation. Everyone in Damascus knew why 
he was there, and they were astonished at his change. I imag-
ine some doubted that it was Saul at all. In light of this, we 
must ask ourselves these two questions: How have I changed? 
And, What can I do to move even closer to an imitation of 
Christ? Spiritual sight is not the end of our walk with Christ, 
but our orientation in relation to him. It reveals the road we 
must take, but the choice is still ours whether or not to take it. 

SONG: Day by Day 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help us to see those 

things that glorify you and also those ways in which we may 
take a closer step towards conformity with your image. 

—Aaron Stokes 
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Saturday 
September 3 A Call to Service 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 15:29-31 
Our restoration through Christ is merely the beginning. It is 
then our duty to bring to Christ those who are just as broken 
as we were (and in many respects, still are). This is why the 
apostle Paul says, “…I am innocent of the blood of all men. 
For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of 
God” (Acts 20:26-27). This is also evident when the Lord tells 
the prophet Ezekiel that if we see one who is not living by the 
Spirit and “do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him 
from his evil ways…that wicked man will die…and I will 
hold you accountable” (3:18). We are responsible not only to 
ourselves, but to everyone whom God plants in our path. 

Regaining our sight and walking by it, having fellowship 
with God, should do nothing but drive us back into the world 
to serve him. We must mimic the crowd and be so moved by 
Jesus’ work in our own lives that we gather those around us to 
place at his feet. I imagine that it must have been difficult that 
day, leading the blind or carrying the cripple through that 
enormous crowd. It must have taken great faith to follow 
through. However, the certainty of the healing of a loved one 
made them all the more capable. Strengthened by our own 
faith, we must resolve to make every effort to rescue those we 
love from their infirmities and weaknesses no matter the 
difficulty. 

SONG: Share His Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, we thank you for those 

whom you have placed in our lives and we pray that you 
might soften their hearts and motivate ours to action. 

—Aaron Stokes 


