
Bruce Steffensen

I am the lead pastor of 2nd Street Community Church in Newberg, 
Oregon, and Debi and I live on a couple of acres in nearby Lafayette. 
In 2008 we moved from a town of two thousand in the mountains of 
California to Portland—quite a culture shock. In 2016 we moved here to 
Newberg; I had forgotten how much I enjoy a smaller community.

I love the church. I believe it can offer great hope for the world if it 
would allow itself. Our world is desperate for grace, and we are called 
to model it. Too often we emulate the divisiveness of the world rather 
than standing in the grace Jesus has given us. Grace is the great gift we 
can offer the world, but we have to learn to live in it first. I hope these 
devotions can begin to engage us in that process.
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Sunday
March 25 Standing in Grace

BIBLE READING: Romans 5:1–2

Grace is a frightening topic. It can be confusing. Many don’t 
trust it—there must be a catch!

I remember that I prayed the sinner’s prayer every year at 
camp from the time I was in fourth grade until I was well into 
high school. While most of the adults around me were quick to 
present grace as a free gift of God to anyone who asked, there 
seemed to be a lot of conditions we had to meet to acquire it 
and keep it. So it seemed prudent to me to assume that either 
I had not prayed properly for that grace the previous year, or I 
had done something since then that disqualified me.

To be honest, later in my high school years I didn’t stop 
praying the prayer because I had somehow gained confidence 
that I rested in the grace of God, I merely became embarrassed 
to confess to the rest of the world that after all those camps I 
still didn’t know whether I had achieved God’s grace or not. So 
I chose to fake it.

But Paul, who seems to know a lot about such things, 
doesn’t present grace as precarious at all. In fact, he claims it is 
the one thing that allows us to stand firm. To him grace doesn’t 
seem to be a moving target.

How does that work? Is Christianity a set of rules to live 
by? Is it a grace-covered free-for-all? Or,….

Over the next few days we’ll explore what it means to 
stand in God’s grace.

SONG: Amazing Grace
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, teach me how to stand in 

your grace.

—Bruce Steffensen
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Monday
March 26 Standing in Grace

BIBLE READING: Romans 2:4

Grace is hard to fathom. It is often defined as the unmerited 
favor of God. When a student uses that description in one of 
my religion classes, I usually ask them what that looks like in 
real life. What I usually get is an explanation of salvation that 
sounds a lot like an auto manufacturer kicking in a rebate, or 
zero percent financing, so we can buy a car we couldn’t other-
wise afford.

Grace is much bigger than that. John Wesley helped me 
better understand grace by describing it in three forms. The first 
he calls prevenient grace.

Most of us can recall people and experiences that pointed 
us to Jesus before we wanted anything to do with him. In the 
church where I grew up, the director of primary church (grades 
1–3) was named Mrs. Sherbon. She was less than five feet tall 
and somewhat stoic, but never harsh or critical. She loved us 
(and we knew it) and we loved her (and she knew it). Many of 
us went back to visit her after we reached adulthood. She was 
the first person outside of my family to tell me stories from the 
Bible. She helped shape the way I see Jesus. Wesley would call 
that prevenient grace; Paul would describe it as God’s kindness 
that leads to salvation.

That’s one of my stories—yours are different. But it is im-
portant for me to know that grace is not just a component in 
some cosmic transaction; it is the expression of God who loved 
me long before I was even paying attention.

SONG: How He Loves (David Crowder)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for loving me 

long before it mattered to me.

—Bruce Steffensen
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Tuesday
March 27 Standing in Grace

BIBLE READING: Luke 15:11–32

After prevenient grace comes justifying grace. This is what most 
of us mean when we talk about grace—the grace that makes sal-
vation possible. But it is often presented like a good cop/bad 
cop scenario—God being mad at our sinful condition, wanting 
to throw the book at us; Jesus being the good cop, willing to cut 
us a deal. If we confess our crime, he will put in a good word 
for us and get our sentence commuted.

In the story of the prodigal son, Jesus paints a much richer 
picture of justifying grace. Jesus describes a father who misses 
his son so much that while the son is still a speck on the hori-
zon, the father casts aside his dignity and runs to meet him. He 
covers him with a cloak to cover the filth from the pigsty and 
the distant roads. He places a ring on the son’s finger to identify 
him as a spokesman for his father, and he puts shoes on him to 
give him the freedom to run away again if he chooses (slaves 
were kept barefoot so they were less likely to run).

This is not a transaction, this is a father who longs for his 
wayward son. He gives him the cloak, ring, and shoes, not be-
cause he reinstated him as a son, but because he never stopped 
seeing him as a son. The only thing missing is for the son to 
accept his identity.

Justifying grace: a cloak, ring, and shoes hanging in the 
closet—waiting.

SONG: Your Grace Still Amazes Me (Philips, Craig and 
Dean)

PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for always 
seeing me as your child.

—Bruce Steffensen
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Wednesday
March 28 Standing in Grace

BIBLE READING: Romans 5:1–2

Wesley’s final form of grace is sanctifying grace. It is the grace 
that continues with us for life.

I grew up in the Central Valley of California. It is an 
agricultural region that also happens to be dry and dusty. When 
farmers had machinery in the fields to disc and plow, it would 
get so dusty that the moon would look red. One Sunday evening 
when I was in junior high, our pastor preached on Acts 2:20. It 
was one of those nights of heavy dust. Riding home in the back 
seat of our car, I convinced myself that I was seeing the blood 
red moon that signaled the second coming.

I was in a panic. I had been to camp that year, so of course 
I had gotten saved again, but several weeks had elapsed so I 
was sure I had done something since then to jeopardize my 
standing with God. It never occurred to me that grace was the 
very thing I could confidently stand on even if I was right about 
the moon.

I was raised with the understanding that grace was pres-
ent when we got saved, but after that our job was to keep our 
noses clean until we died, or until Jesus came back. We were 
given a bunch of rules to help us navigate the narrow way. 
Don’t smoke, don’t drink, don’t dance—funny how they always 
started with don’t.

But according to Paul, it doesn’t work that way. We stand 
in grace—completely—forever. That’s scandalous. That offends 
our Christian sensibilities.

But it’s grace.

SONG: The Grace by Which I Stand (Keith Green)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for giving me a 

way to stand.

—Bruce Steffensen
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Thursday
March 29 Standing in Grace

BIBLE READING: 1 John 3:1–3

After I had just preached on grace one Sunday morning several 
years ago, a woman—a gracious and kind woman—came up to 
me and said, “I know everything you said about grace and free-
dom is true, but you can’t tell people that. People need rules.”

The idea of standing in grace frightened her. It seemed too 
permissive, too dangerous. Rules were much safer and more 
manageable.

I get it. One thing that has helped me understand the 
concept of grace is the Eastern Orthodox perception of the fall. 
We tend to focus on what was added—sin, while they tend to 
focus on what was damaged—the image of God in us. They 
don’t deny that sin exists, but they see that managing sin with-
out restoring the image of God treats symptoms and ignores the 
disease.

When our youngest son was three, our family went on 
a fishing trip. There was a short hike and the rest of us had 
our hands full, so he had to walk. It was tough for him. He 
stumbled several times. A couple of times he got interested in a 
stick or a bug on the trail, and stopped to play with it. One time 
he just sat down on the trail, crying that he was tired. When 
he stumbled, we helped him up. When he got distracted, we 
reminded him where we were headed. When he shut down, we 
let him rest until he could move on again. He loved the lake; he 
had to tell everyone about it for weeks.

That’s how grace works. It’s not about the number of 
times we stumble, lose direction, or rebel. It’s about getting to 
the lake.

SONG: Your Grace Finds Me (Matt Redman)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for sharing my 

journey.

—Bruce Steffensen
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Friday
March 30 Standing in Grace

BIBLE READING: Romans 15:1–9

A big part of standing in grace is giving grace to each other. 
After making my father’s funeral arrangements, my sister went 
to the bank to get a check printed from his estate to pay for 
expenses. The bank didn’t open for another thirty minutes, but 
the walk-up window was open. She asked for a check to be 
printed; the teller responded that checks were not printed at 
the window.

My sister offered to wait until the doors opened, but the 
teller decided to print the check—even though she was obvi-
ously irritated about it. The check jammed the machine. Now 
visibly frustrated, the teller spouted at my sister, “This is ex-
actly why we don’t print checks at the window,” as she turned 
to hand-type the check. Just then my brother-in-law called. My 
sister told him that she had finished making Dad’s funeral ar-
rangements, and she was getting the check to pay the funeral 
home. The teller overheard this and became sincerely compas-
sionate, and a little embarrassed.

The teller was not an unkind person. The fact is, many of 
us who want so much to be like Jesus would have responded 
much like she did. It is common for us to view others as cate-
gories (deposits and withdrawals, liberals and conservatives, 
them and us) rather than people with heartaches and disap-
pointments—people with stories.

I think Jesus was so good at offering grace to everyone he 
met because he knew they all had stories. Philo of Alexandria 
said, “Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a great battle.” 
Philo was giving us a hint at what it means to stand in grace.

SONG: Kindness (Chris Tomlin)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to see others 

through your lens, not mine.
—Bruce Steffensen
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BIBLE READING: Isaiah 43:1–7

“There but for the grace of God, go I.” While that phrase is used 
to point to our human frailty and lack of control, it also implies 
that God’s grace is meant to deliver us from bad circumstances. 
But Isaiah paints a very different picture. He describes a God 
who gives us the grace to be where we are.

In April 2008, I moved to Oregon to pursue doctoral 
studies and begin a part-time teaching job. Debi stayed in 
California to sell our house. Just then the real estate market 
crashed and the rest of the economy with it. What we expected 
to take one or two months took over half a year—far outlasting 
our savings. We believed we were following God’s direction, but 
we found ourselves in an untenable situation on many levels. 
Even after the house sold, we were living in a small bedroom 
in my sister’s house while we tried to get back on our feet. We 
were powerless to manage our situation; we were absolutely 
dependent on God. At first it was agonizing, but I began to feel 
safe in that situation, and God’s presence was real. In fact, there 
are times when I find myself missing that time in our lives.

Our lives take us many places: illness, loss, confusion, 
weakness. It is tempting to think that God has left us, so we 
wrestle with God trying to wrench out of him what we need 
to do to get back in grace again. Barbara Brown Taylor says, 
“All we lack is the willingness to imagine that we already have 
everything we need. The only thing missing is our consent to 
be where we are.”

SONG: Your Grace Is Enough
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me see the presence 

of your grace wherever life takes me.

—Bruce Steffensen

Standing in Grace
Saturday
March 31


