
Aj Schwanz 

The sausage for the stuffing sizzles, the sweet potatoes bake away 
in the oven, and the grandparents attempt to keep the grandchil-
dren from snacking on everything coming out of the oven while we 
wait for the Thanksgiving feast. And yet, my thoughts skip over the 
beginning of this holiday season, drawn towards anticipation of the 
New Year.  

In high school a friend revealed her New Year’s tradition: a “word 
for the year.” This word could provide focus, motivation, or chal-
lenge for the upcoming twelve months, but mostly, it served as a 
reminder to live with intention. I’ve sensed that my word for 2012 is 
wisdom—something I don’t know much about but would like to learn 
more, I think. In preparation I’m focusing this week’s readings on 
characters of wisdom in the Bible. 

My husband and I live in Dundee, Oregon. Our cat spends most of his 
time trying to slink away from our three delightfully active children. 
Cooking in the kitchen, playing games at the dining room table, and 
enjoying our community fill our time. 
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Sunday 
June 24 Wisdom of the Home 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 25:14-24, Proverbs 14:1 
In high school I scoffed at the thought of taking a home eco-
nomics class. “Why would I need that? How hard is it to keep 
a home?” I now have a husband and three kids: I daily realize 
the youthful folly of those words.  

During our first year of marriage, my husband and I con-
tinued to live as college students. Clothes were laundered 
when socks ran out, dishes were washed when the plates ran 
out, and the house got cleaned when friends or family ar-
rived—so they wouldn’t run out. At the arrival of our first 
born, I realized: We can’t live this way, and I don’t know any 
other way to live. I began to learn about the rhythm of a home. 
The antique dishtowels displaying the daily activities of the 
week became more practical than quaint: laundry day, baking 
day, shopping day. At first I balked at the structure, but soon 
realized we had more peace, order, and (most importantly) 
freedom to be spontaneous when the house was put in order. 

The biblical character Abigail established a good rhythm 
in her household. She admits his name (a reflection of his 
character) is “fool,” and yet his household had enough sup-
plies on hand to support David’s army at a moment’s notice. I 
suspect Abigail built up that pantry. She also had a grasp of 
situations that would benefit or threaten her household and 
took steps to preserve her work. In the end her husband died 
due to his foolish ways, but Abigail and the rest of the house-
hold were recognized, saved, and welcomed into the house-
hold of the soon-to-be king and the family of the Christ—the 
Rock upon whom we are called to build our homes and lives. 

SONG: I Thank Thee, Lord, that Thou Hast Shown 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you bring order out  

of chaos and freedom out of bondage. Thank you for your  
redemption that brings such transformation in our lives. 

—Aj Schwanz 
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Monday 
June 25 Wisdom of the Season 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 28:23-29 
My knowledge about growing plants consists of: (a) water—
not too much, not too little; (b) food—not too much, not too 
little; (c) good soil—not too alkaline, not too acidic, (d) dis-
cernment—pull weeds, not plants. While I haven’t found  
my horticultural groove beyond the basics, I’ve become  
acquainted with the workings of agriculture by joining a local 
CSA (community-supported agriculture). We give money at 
the beginning of the planting season when farmers need it 
most, and the farmers provide a weekly delivery of fresh,  
organic produce. The beginning of the season consists of let-
tuce, lots of lettuce. By the time I can’t stand the thought of 
another salad, beans and carrots begin to arrive. My favorite 
time of the harvest season is the arrival of tomatoes—
beautiful, heirloom, candy-like tomatoes.  

Mankind has spent time trying to live in spite of the sea-
sons, to be able to satisfy the desire for a fresh tomato every 
month of the year. After enjoying our CSA’s quality of food, 
my taste buds decline the supermarket produce, a pale com-
parison of real food. 

God, the source of all wisdom, calls us to live in season. 
God’s rhythms for us are reflected in nature, but also in spiri-
tual seasons of admonishing, correcting, saving, showing 
mercy, or redeeming. The seasonal rhythm brings us into a 
posture of abiding and receiving from God, able to grow God’s 
fruit in our lives to nourish others. 

SONG: Labor On 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, today I will take time to 

notice the land around me and give thanks for your wisdom 
in giving us all kinds of seasons. 

—Aj Schwanz 
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Tuesday 
June 26 Wisdom from Situations 

Bible Reading: Genesis 41:33-43 
Joseph received a word from God that he would rule over his 
brothers and father. Promptly, he was sold into slavery in a 
well-established kingdom. Joseph rose to power in a govern-
ment official’s household, having shown his management 
skill. Soon, he was falsely accused of assaulting the official’s 
wife and ended up in jail. Joseph acted as a model prisoner 
and soon was given charge of all the prisoners. At one point 
he correctly interpreted a prisoner’s dream. The prisoner was 
released and promised to tell the pharaoh of Joseph, and did…
two years later. 

Throughout all these situations, the Bible does not say 
that Joseph ever despaired. He lived into his word from God—
waiting, abiding, and learning in each of his circumstances. 
He learned how to manage a household, how to direct people, 
and how to exist in the Egyptian political system. Joseph’s 
experiences appeared to conflict with God’s promise of lead-
ership. If he hadn’t been faithful in these situations, or if  
Joseph had tried to “fix” the situations himself, would he have 
received the wisdom God wanted to give him? 

Pharaoh had to have been a wise and discerning man 
himself to have risen and remained in power. Even though the 
land showed no signs of the prophesied famine, he recognized 
Joseph’s wisdom from God as desirable and valuable in his 
kingdom. In the end Joseph did rule over his family—not as a 
vengeful younger brother, but as a forgiving, wise, learned 
brother who created space in a foreign land to save his family. 

SONG: God Holds the Key of All Unknown 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, often I would have my 

circumstances look different than how they appear. But in 
your wisdom you have allowed me to be here. Today I will 
praise you for your wisdom that you desire to share with me 
in these situations. 

—Aj Schwanz 
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Wednesday 
June 27 Wisdom As a Person 

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 1:23-33 
Did you know that the book of Proverbs contains thirty-one 
chapters? Many months out of the year contain thirty-one 
days. My doctor pointed this out at one of my appointments, 
noting that reading a chapter of Proverbs a day can work the 
brain’s frontal lobe (a regulator of mental and emotional 
health). Practices such as word searches, Sudoku, memory 
games, and “riddle-oriented” literature such as Proverbs exer-
cise the frontal lobe. 

Through my monthly readings I’ve noticed that wisdom 
is prepared. Before my husband and I got married, we at-
tended premarital counseling sessions. One activity involved 
discerning our personality type. I was classified as melan-
choly: introverted, thoughtful, prone to anticipate the worst. 
Initially I thought that was a bummer of a type—why not just 
call it an Eeyore? Our counselor exclaimed, “What a great 
thing! Everyone needs a melancholy in their lives: they’re pre-
pared for everything!” It’s true that I anticipate the worst, but 
my counselor pointed out that I try to anticipate all situations. 
In that anticipation, I try to be fully prepared, and worst-case 
scenarios take more time to plan. 

Initially wisdom seems like a doomsayer, but perhaps 
wisdom names the bad outcomes to help people anticipate, 
fully realize the consequences of their simplicity—sin. And  
I think wisdom does this in the hope that people will  
repent, turn, and ask for wisdom from God who gives freely 
(James 1:5). 

SONG: Thy Way, Not Mine, O Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Abba, you give wisdom, and 

you give it freely when I ask. I ask for your wisdom to pour 
continually into my life as I prepare to point others to you. 

—Aj Schwanz 
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Thursday 
June 28 Wisdom As Christ Crucified 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 1:21-31 
Emmanuel (God with us) coming to earth as a defenseless 
baby rather than an all-powerful God makes no sense. Jesus, a 
humble carpenter, calling a rag-tag group of uneducated, com-
mon men rather than recruiting society’s best and brightest to 
spread his heavenly word makes no sense. A Messiah judged, 
beaten, and crucified rather than reigning as a mighty king 
makes no sense. And yet, “in the wisdom of God, the world 
through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through 
the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21 NKJV). 

This passage is difficult to discuss in such a limited  
devotional, but I doubt additional room would help; I would 
be attempting to explain Christ with my wisdom that God 
deems as foolishness. I do know that God created the world by 
speaking, but God created man by breathing in his Spirit face-
to-face. I do know that the first Christians spread the gospel 
message like a wildfire in spite (or because) of horrible condi-
tions. I do know that areas of my life which seemed so hope-
less have been supernaturally transformed. And I do know the 
experience of the fire that burns in our hearts as the Spirit 
moves through open worship. 

“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Corinthians 1:25 
NKJV). I will glory in the Lord.  

SONG: I Have Learned the Wondrous Secret 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, today I will pause  

and glory in you. I’m so thankful that you transform my  
innately-born foolishness into your wisdom, no matter  
what the world may think. 

—Aj Schwanz 
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Friday 
June 29 Wisdom in Crisis 

BIBLE READING: Daniel 2:14-23 
I wish I had the wisdom of Daniel in my day-to-day life. I’m 
sure he could handle the hourly “crises” with much more 
calm and insight.  

“I can’t find my LEGO magazine!”  
“Josephine’s running around without her diaper!”  
“I need a VeggieTales costume made by tomorrow.” 
 “Honey, it looks like a crayon went through the dryer.” 
Sometimes I think Nebuchadnezzar was a toddler in an 

adult-sized body. The unintelligible yowlings of my children 
and threats of public tantrums have felt a bit like the king’s 
decree: “I have had a disturbing dream: tell me what it is and 
what it means or die.” I don’t know what my children want. I 
don’t think they even know what they want, but they know 
that the world is wrong and I must fix it. 

Daniel did not fall apart when hearing the king’s decree 
(and he wasn’t even consulted about the initial dream, though 
he was known by the king to be a wise man). He asked for 
time. Daniel consulted the only one who had insight: God. 
And he consulted God in community, asking fellow wise men 
to petition the Lord as well. When the secret was revealed, he 
spent time alone praising God, acknowledging God to be the 
source of wisdom and the giver of Daniel’s wisdom.  

SONG: Abiding, Oh, So Wondrous Sweet 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for the  

wisdom that you give in all circumstances, from daily life  
to governmental decrees. We praise you for your might and 
pray continually with our community about difficult things. 

—Aj Schwanz 


