
Colin Saxton

I am blessed to be married to a saint (Janine—pictured above with me). 
We are parents to four children—each of whom I love and admire. This 
wonderful family, along with many beloved friends, help me be a better 
human being than I would otherwise be on my own. Janine and I live 
in Richmond, Indiana, and I have the privilege of working for Friends 
United Meeting.
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Sunday
April 16 Risen and Not Here

BIBLE READING: Mark 16:1-8

Once on a trip to Palestine I stayed in a guest house outside of 
Jerusalem. With a bit of spare time, I wandered toward the City. 
Along the way to the Damascus Gate, I passed by the Garden 
Tomb, one of several locations claiming to be the site where 
Jesus was taken after his crucifixion. I had been in the entrance 
of this garden before but never went to the tomb. There was 
always a very long line of people waiting to go in; however, this 
time no crowds were visible from the gate. I went inside and 
walked directly to the tomb. As I arrived, the remaining people 
exited and, amazingly, I found myself there alone, sitting for a 
few quiet moments.

Before long, the sound of many voices began to build out-
side and I knew a crowd was on the way. I finished expressing 
thanks for Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection just as a 
camera-toting couple burst in and began flashing photos. Snap, 
snap, snapping images of themselves in the tomb—they would 
soon have abundant proof they had been in the tomb of Jesus.

As I slipped past them and resumed my journey to the Old 
City, I was overwhelmed with gratitude that Christ is, indeed, 
risen—and not in that tomb or any other. The wonder—the mir-
acle of this life we lead—is not found in an ancient space, or 
confined to a date on a calendar, nor is it limited by the events 
recorded in Bible history. No—Jesus is alive and waiting to lead 
those who will seek him on a fearless journey in our time and 
place.

SONG: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Risen One, reveal yourself to us 

again today! Help us walk with you in the newness of life!

—Colin Saxton
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Monday
April 17 Hearts Aflame

BIBLE READING: Luke 24:13-17, 30-32

One of the great challenges of the spiritual life is learning to be 
continually aware of Jesus’ Presence. Our individual lives and 
life together are meant to be continually rooted in this Divine 
Reality. Unfortunately, there are many distractions and diver-
sions that come our way.

Within the contemplative tradition of Christianity, it is 
often asserted that living in the present is the premier skill of 
the spiritual life. After all, the present is the only real moment 
we can count on; the past is gone, the future uncertain. Now—
this moment in time—is the one opportunity where we can 
always encounter the Living Christ, opening ourselves to his 
presence and power.

Like Cleopas and his companion, it is tempting to get stuck 
in the past, reflecting on what has already occurred. Similarly, 
it is just as easy to get swept up in worrying and wondering 
about what may lie ahead. Though both past and future have an 
important place in our thoughts, they can so preoccupy us that 
we may miss the One who is with us right now. The smoldering 
sadness of Cleopas is transformed into incendiary joy, when 
he recognizes that the stranger he has welcomed, walked with, 
and listened to is Jesus. What if he had not been paying at least 
some attention? Might he have missed Jesus altogether?

Right now—the proceeding Word of God is being spoken 
in your ear. Do you recognize the voice? Right now—as you 
open your grace-healed eyes, Christ is before you. Do you rec-
ognize his face? Right now—is Christ kindling something new 
within you?

SONG: To Jesus’ Heart, All Burning
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God of holy fire, kindle our 

hearts with your Presence. May we be fully consumed in your 
light and life!

—Colin Saxton
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Tuesday
April 18 With You Always

BIBLE READING: Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:6-11

I imagine that many different things were going through the 
disciples’ heads as they watched Jesus ascend into the heavens. 
Some were doubting that the whole experience was even real. 
Maybe more than a few were wrestling with grief and despair 
as he slipped out of sight. Others might have been puzzling 
over how they could possibly carry on without his constant 
instruction, example,  and inspiration. This was one mountain-
top experience that left them feeling low.

We face similar questions and concerns in our own jour-
ney with Christ—especially when we feel like God’s will and 
work depends completely on us.

There are days when I feel a bit overwhelmed and dis-
couraged by all of the trauma and drama in our world. In the 
United States, racial violence and class hatred are on the rise. 
Our political differences are turning us into bitter enemies. We 
are so touchy—a culture of people just waiting to express our 
outrage at any real or perceived slight—that we seem to be los-
ing our capacity to act with civility or know how to be recon-
ciled fully. Preoccupied as we are with our own mess, I wonder 
if we even notice other—dare I say it—more important needs in 
places where there is war, severe poverty, hunger, and people 
dying without knowing the great news of Christ.

Just when I am about to give up in the face of so much 
need, I hear the reminder: “I am with you always.” I am not 
alone and neither are you. Wherever we are, whatever we face 
today—this very moment—we are not alone. I find that incred- 
ibly comforting and empowering. I trust you will, too.

SONG: Be Not Afraid
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, forgive me for trying to 

carry a burden that is too big and not mine to carry. Help me 
trust you to be God moment by moment.

—Colin Saxton
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Wednesday
April 19 Follow Me

BIBLE READING: John 12:23-29

The essential rediscovery of George Fox that launched the 
Friends movement came through his experience of the Living 
Christ. More than an inspiring historical figure or a noble char-
acter found in a book or a profound example to pattern our 
lives after, the Risen Christ is to be encountered personally 
and power fully. He comes to us as Teacher, Guide, Savior, and 
Lord—ready to embrace us in love and lay claim to our whole 
lives. Known in this way, Christ will gather us and transform us 
into a community that is more lovely and far more useful than 
we could ever be on our own.

Implicit in all of this is a similarly life-changing reality: 
Christ enables and empowers us to follow him however and 
wherever he leads. Jesus doesn’t just meet us—he invites to join 
him in an extraordinary adventure within the framework of our 
otherwise ordinary lives.

In the Scripture, Jesus issues a simple invitation to “come 
and follow me!” At first blush it seems pretty straightforward. 
How hard can it be to follow?!? But soon we learn that Christ 
leads us in ways and to places that stretch our faith and expose 
our very human weaknesses and fears. In those moments, will 
we continue to follow hard after Jesus, even when we see the 
shadow of the cross looming overhead? When the journey be-
comes difficult and even treacherous, are we ready to embrace 
Christ more deeply and listen all the more carefully?

SONG: The Summons
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, in those moments when I 

am about to go my own way—call me to follow you alone.

—Colin Saxton
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Thursday
April 20 On a Walkabout

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 5:1-2, 8-16

Throughout the writings of Paul, he labors hard to describe an 
intimate life with Christ. To capture some of the wonder and 
mystery of it all, he uses a variety of phrases and images to serve 
as signposts in our search to know and follow him. We live in 
Christ, Paul reminds us, not merely for him. In another place 
he writes how our human spirit co-mingles with the powerful 
presence of Christ’s Spirit. In this way, we are in union with 
God.

In Ephesians, Paul repeatedly uses another phrase that 
is often translated as “live.” Maybe a better translation is “to 
make one’s way” or better yet, “walk about.”

As the people of God, we are on a shared journey in Christ, 
in which our lives are bound together, animated, and energized 
by the living presence of God in us and expressed through us. 
This description makes actual faithfulness seem much more 
possible to me. I am not meant to do it on my own—I am joined 
together in a body. Better yet, I am not asked to live it or figure 
it out by my own devices or within my own power. I am far too 
ignorant, fearful, and feeble for that. No—Christ lives in me. He 
lives in us. Best of all, he is working to transform us into his 
likeness and enabling us to continue his ministry of reconcili-
ation in a broken world.

As you reflect on the verses from Ephesians 5, you will 
find three specific ways Paul invites us to passionately and 
fully engage in our journey with Jesus—by walking in love, by 
walking as children of Light, and by walking wisely. How will 
you walk in these ways today?

SONG: Just a Closer Walk with Thee
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lead on, Living Christ, and 

guide me in the good way.

—Colin Saxton
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Friday
April 21 Ready, Set…Wait for It…Go

BIBLE READING: Acts 1:1-9

Hang around Quakers long enough and you will inevitably hear 
someone issue a caution about “outrunning your Guide.” In the 
best circumstances, it is a gentle form of eldering a person who 
may be trying to accomplish too much, too quickly, and in their 
own strength.

I don’t know where this phrase emerged in Friends his-
tory, but I have often seen a parallel in Jesus’ post-resurrection 
instructions to the disciples in Acts 1. For forty days, the Lord 
had been giving them a crash course on kingdom living. Having 
witnessed him conquer death, they were now more ready than 
ever to learn from the One who had come to make all things 
new. I imagine most of them were impatient to proclaim and 
demonstrate the transforming message of God’s kingdom.

But Jesus knew they lacked one thing—spiritual power. 
Eagerness and sincerity, even sacrificial devotion, would not 
sustain them in this work. Left to their own devices, they would 
grow fearful, prideful, self-serving. Acting out of their own 
strength, their efforts would likely be marginal, misdirected, 
and maybe mistimed.

“But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.” What a 
wonderful promise both to those first disciples and to those 
of us who now continue the mission. I do want to wait for that 
Divine Power to animate and guide our actions. But too often, I 
fear, I have let my eagerness to do good—and maybe my ego to 
appear good—allow me to outrun my Guide.

Today, as you are given opportunities to do God’s will—
will you wait to do it in the power of the Holy Spirit?

SONG: Come Down, O Love Divine
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Clothe me today, O Lord, with 

the enabling power and guiding grace of your Spirit.

—Colin Saxton
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Saturday
April 22 Deep Water

BIBLE READING: Luke 5:1-11

Years ago, I stood alone on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, imag-
ining myself in that crowd of people listening to Jesus. In my 
mind’s eye, I could see him sitting in a rugged old boat a few 
meters offshore. His words came like rain on the wind to those 
of us gathered there. For me—even though I was imagining all 
of this—those words healed something long broken.

As Jesus wound up his message, he turned to Simon Peter 
and asked him to put out into deeper water. Peter was tired, 
uninterested, and maybe put off that the preacher would dare 
tell the fisherman how to fish. But for all of his faults, Peter 
responded in faith saying, “Because you say so, I will.”

I am trying to cultivate that same willingness to respond 
immediately and positively each time I hear a whispered Word. 
But it is not easy. Deep water is frightening and uncertain.

The shore—it’s a great place for listening. Safe and secure 
on solid ground, I remain in control, but also far from the real 
action.

Deep water is the place of obedience. It is where we see 
and experience the power of God on full display. On the shore 
we may never see the miracle. What we know of it may only 
come through someone else’s experience. But when we are in 
over our heads, relying as we must on Christ, that is when we 
are immersed in God’s activity. In deep water there is no second- 
hand faith.

Peter’s willingness to go into deep water changed his life 
and influenced others, too. What will your response be if Christ 
calls you to get in over your head today?

SONG: Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Give me the faith to go and do as 

you desire this day—and all days.

—Colin Saxton


