
John Ryser

One of the great privileges for Damascus Friends Church (DFC) has been 
our world-wide missions effort. We give every year and pray passionately 
for those from our church who serve Christ around the world. “Pray—
Go—Give,” words our Lord taught us when he was physically present on 
earth. This week I write about those three words (more or less), and 
some of the places God has led us and the many doors that God opens 
for his people.

Phyllis and I have served DFC as pastor (it’s a team effort) for twelve 
years. We echo Jesus’ words often to our people, “Pray—Go—Give,” and 
we are blessed to watch it happen.

Suggestion: Dust off an old hymn book this week and look up the great 
old gospel missions songs I have selected from previous generations. You 
will be all the better for it, I assure you!
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Sunday
August 5 Prayer Closet

BIBLE READING: Matthew 6:5–6

Although I have heard Jesus’ words about a prayer closet since 
I was a child, I didn’t actually have one until I saw the movie 
War Room. Finally, after forty-five years of living for Jesus I 
cleaned out an old closet in my basement and entered, closed 
the door behind me, and prayed.

I don’t take my cell phone. I don’t have the radio or TV on 
for background noise. I don’t even take my Bible. I enter for one 
purpose and one purpose only: prayer.

I don’t know why it took me so long. Prayer has always 
been a vital part of my walk with God, but there were always 
distractions that captivated my attention and disrupted my 
train of thought before the Lord. Now I only enter that closet to 
pray, and if I don’t pray, I leave the closet.

In this time, I thank God for his many blessings, and I talk 
directly to him about the things that are pressing on my day. 
In other words, I meet God in that closet, and I am better for it.

Do you have a place free from distractions where you 
meet the Lord every day? Jesus said, “Your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matthew 6:6).

SONG: Sweet Hour of Prayer
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, show me the value of 

meeting with you privately. Help me to prioritize these 
meetings with you.

—John Ryser
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Monday
August 6 The 10:02 Challenge

BIBLE READING: Luke 10:2

Two years ago, our church began the 10:02 challenge. The 
people in our church have set their phone alarm to sound 
at 10:02 each morning. At this time, we ask God to raise up 
workers to reach the ripe harvest of people who have yet to find 
their way to God. This is taken from Jesus’ command in Luke 
10:2 to pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest and ask 
him to send workers into the field. God does mighty feats when 
we take him at his word. We have watched as God continually 
raises up workers.

For example, in the next town, six miles east of our 
church, we noticed a growing Latino population. Indeed, the 
most recent census showed us that more than three thou-
sand had moved into our community; most are from a tribe in 
Guatemala. We have no Latinos in our church, but we prayed!

One day out of the blue, a young man named Manuel 
walked through our door and asked if we could help him reach 
the growing Latino population. We stood with him in prayer 
and funding, and Hope of Life Church was born. Latinos are 
coming to Christ every month, and this church is growing—
only because God responded to the prayers of his people and 
raised up the needed workers. Start your 10:02 challenge today!

SONG: The Call for Reapers
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, the harvest is immense. 

Raise up workers to reach it.

—John Ryser
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Tuesday
August 7 Missions Far: Ukraine

BIBLE READING: Acts 16:6–15

One of the great joys for us at DFC has been God’s call upon 
his people to do international ministry. In today’s Scripture 
we read that Paul and Silas obeyed the Holy Spirit and there-
fore were the first Christian missionaries to enter Europe. As 
a result, that continent received the good news about Jesus; 
Western civilization was changed forever.

Nearly forty years ago, God called Abe and Diane Bible 
from our church to go to Europe—specifically Ukraine—and 
plant churches. At the time, Ukraine was under communist 
rule, and the church endured tremendous pressure to conform 
to government standards. The official position of the Soviet 
Union was atheism, so any religious activity was fiercely dis-
couraged and often suppressed. Evangelism and discipleship 
were painfully slow, and the work was cumbersome. In 1991, 
the Soviet Union collapsed, and freedom came to Ukraine. As 
a result, thousands came to Christ, and churches flourished 
throughout the country.

Abe and Diane proclaim good news and plant churches 
that plant churches. Hundreds of new churches have started 
as a result of their ministry, and Ukraine is open to the gospel.

Our church considers it an expansion of our ministry to 
support them in prayer and funding. Our hearts are stirred and 
our world is bigger because of their faithful service to Christ 
and his kingdom.

SONG: Christ for the World We Sing
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord we pray for Europe and 

what you started there almost two thousand years ago. Move 
mightily that the nations of Europe will once again follow you 
whole-heartedly.

—John Ryser
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Wednesday
August 8 Missions Far: Nepal

BIBLE READING: Acts 8:1–4

Thirty-five years ago, Bob Adhikary came to the United States 
to get an education. Bob grew up in Nepal, and like the vast ma-
jority from his country, he was a devout Hindu (more than 80 
percent of Nepal’s population is Hindu). Most young students 
from that part of the world who come for education find living 
here so enticing, they stay and build a life for themselves.

Through a series of what can only be considered miracu-
lous events, Bob committed his life to Christ and met his wife, 
Deb, a United States citizen who had a calling on her life to be-
come a missionary. As Bob grew in the Lord, he knew that God 
wanted him to return to Nepal to reach that nation for Christ.

In the early years, Bob and Deb formed a Bible study with 
numerous people from one village (his hometown) who were 
interested in the good news. A church was formed and disciples 
were made. Soon (as in our Scripture reading today) persecu-
tion came on those believers, and they scattered to other parts 
of the country. Amazingly, in every place they went, they told 
people about Jesus. Again, disciples were made and churches 
started in surrounding towns and villages.

Today, thousands have come to Christ in Nepal as more 
than forty churches have been planted in eleven districts. 
Additionally, the church in Nepal has forty preaching points 
with hopes they will become churches in the near future. 
Powerfully, God uses bold, faithful sharing of the good news to 
claim lives for himself.

SONG: We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, continue to open doors in 

Nepal so all may know your great love!

—John Ryser
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Thursday
August 9 Missions Far: Brazil

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3–7

Most people in Brazil know about Jesus; they just don’t know 
Jesus. For centuries, the Roman Catholic Church has been the 
predominant religion of Brazil. Today, more than 65 percent of 
the country adhere to the Roman Catholic faith.

Unfortunately, the emphasis is on good works to please 
God. This is couched in deep superstition of blessings and 
curses based upon human behaviors. The unconditional love 
of God and the relationship God desires with us is rarely taught 
or emphasized.

In 2010, Gary Wright of World Renewal challenged 
our church to a church planting initiative in that country. A 
friend went with me on an exploratory mission to discover the 
possibilities of planting Friends churches in that country. With 
our entire church family praying for us, we landed in Carpina, 
Brazil, and were hosted by a missionary named Tele Moraes.

On Saturday night of our visit, we rented a public school 
building and then went through the streets of Carpina, inviting 
people to attend a meeting. That night more than eighty 
attended with six giving their hearts to Christ for the first time. 
In one week of our exploratory mission, the first Friends church 
in Brazil was planted. God continues to do work there, and we 
marvel at all he is doing. Today we have six churches in Brazil, 
and we are asking God to raise funds to do six more in the next 
three years. People in Brazil are living in loving relationship 
with the God who loves them so very much. They can’t help 
but share it with others.

SONG: O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, multiply the number of 

believers in Brazil. May the people there know the love of 
Jesus.

—John Ryser
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Friday
August 10 Missions Far: Thailand

BIBLE READING: Acts 19:9–10

In southeast Asia, a tribal people called Lahu form villages, 
primarily providing for themselves through hunting and 
subsistence farming. There are more than one million Lahu 
people, and most have never heard about Jesus.

Seven years ago, Ben and Charity Kibbe from our church 
sensed God leading them to make disciples of the Lahu people. 
We entered into an extended time of prayer and fasting, ask-
ing God how we could make this happen. Over time, God pro-
vided, and in 2012 we released them—fully funded—to make 
disciples and plant churches.

In 2014 the first church was planted in Chiang Rai, even 
before the Kibbes had a great grasp of the language. God is rais-
ing up Lahu leaders who train other leaders. Currently, they 
have identified three additional villages in which to plant 
churches, and they are training pastors and workers to make 
it happen.

What blesses my heart: The prayer our people offer to God 
for ministry to the Lahu. The connection we share with them 
though separated by ten thousand miles and a twelve-hour 
time difference. The privilege it is to support them financially 
and the many sacrifices our people make that it can happen. 
In our Scripture today we read: “so that people throughout the 
province of Asia…heard the word of the Lord.” May it be so 
among the Lahu in Asia!

SONG: Jesus Shall Reign
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may the hearts of Lahu 

people open wide, and may they experience the love that you 
have for them.

—John Ryser
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Saturday
August 11 Missions Near: USA

BIBLE READING: Colossians 4:2–6

I love watching people from our church obeying God’s call on 
their lives to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
all creation” (Mark 16:15). I further love to watch our people 
partner with them in prayer and give sacrificially to make it 
happen.

But we also need to look at the neighborhoods where we 
live. We don’t want to send missionaries to four continents and 
miss the mission field right here.

The people who live in our homes, attend our schools, 
work beside us in our jobs, and reside in our neighborhoods 
matter to God just as much as those to whom we send mission-
aries. As I write this, our church is involved in an Operation 
Others campaign to help our world and our communities find 
their way to God, stressing gospel conversations. How can we 
make opportunities to share the good news and love of God 
with others in the places we circulate and live?

In conversations Jesus had with others, he always seemed 
to arouse interest in spiritual matters without pressuring, 
judging, or manipulating people into a decision. It seems 
natural for him to talk with hungry people about the things that 
matter most. I want this for myself and also for the people of 
our church and for you (the reader) as well.

Begin praying today that God will allow your path to 
cross with someone whose life needs God’s love and hope.

SONG: May the Mind of Christ, My Savior (especially 
stanza 6)

PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, let your love shine brightly 
in and through me. Help me see others not as they appear, but 
as you see them.

—John Ryser


