
John Ryser

I have served in ministry with my wife, Phyllis, for more than thirty-five 
years. Currently we are in our twelfth year at Damascus (Ohio) Friends 
Church where we pastor.

This week I am writing about people who have indelibly impacted my 
life for the good. I owe them a debt I can never repay. Because of them 
I am better equipped to follow Jesus and hopefully, in some small way, 
make a difference in the lives of others with whom I cross paths.
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Sunday
September 17 Mrs. Schneider: Encourager

BIBLE READING: Acts 9:26-27 (NLT)

All of us need to have someone who believes in us and in-
spires us to reach our full potential. My sixth-grade teacher, 
Mrs. Schneider, believed in me when I had given up. 

During the first three grades of elementary school, learning 
came easily. A good student, noted for good behavior, I made 
As and Bs. But in fourth grade, school and learning suddenly 
became difficult. I perceived that the teacher didn’t like me and 
soon my report cards reflected Cs and Ds. 

In fifth grade, I became a behavior problem, often miss-
ing recess or making trips to the principal’s office. Of course, I 
blamed the teacher because, “She didn’t like me.” 

On the first day of my sixth-grade year, Mrs. Schneider 
greeted me with a smile and joyfully exclaimed, “It’s good to 
have you in my class, John. We are going to do great things 
together.” Somehow I believed her. On day one, Mrs. Schneider 
put an A+ over my head and helped me achieve it. By the end 
of the year I had become exactly what Mrs. Schneider had seen 
in me—an A student. For the rest of my life I have loved to 
learn. She saw potential in me and made it happen. 

Barnabas (the son of encouragement) saw potential in 
a man named Saul and believed in him. Years later Saul (re-
named Paul) became the great apostle, spreading the gospel to 
the known world. Barnabas was the first to see all that God 
could do through Saul.

SONG: Jesus I Come (Elevation Worship)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to see others not 

as they are, but what they can become!

—John Ryser
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Monday
September 18 Gene Morton: Teacher

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 2:2 (NLT)

When I was fourteen years old, I received Jesus as my Lord and 
Savior. The joy of God’s forgiveness and the love and peace 
that filled my soul on that day still resonate today more than 
forty-six years later.

Though I regularly read it, the Bible remained a mystery 
to me, the only version available being the King James. I had 
trouble applying it to my life, but then Gene Morton became my 
Sunday school teacher.

Gene was a shop worker who had no formal Bible train-
ing or higher education, but he had a radical reliance on God’s 
Holy Spirit and the self-discipline to read, study, absorb, and 
apply God’s Word. He communicated effectively to his class 
with fresh, updated illustrations. He made the Bible come 
alive—both Old and New Testament—and discipled me in the 
ways of the Lord Jesus. He taught me that my belief would nat-
urally be reflected in my behavior. My life changed as I learned 
and grew in the understanding of who Jesus was and what he 
had done.

Gene lived exactly the way he taught. He was and is a 
godly man. His love for God and God’s Word planted seeds in 
my life that have borne fruit for the kingdom.

As much as I appreciate the many well-trained “profes-
sional” Bible teachers and professors I have had over the years, 
I believe I gained more from this humble man than all the rest 
put together.

Have you ever thought about teaching others God’s Word 
through Sunday school, a small group, or Bible study?

SONG: Thank You (for giving to the Lord)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to absorb and to 

apply your word, so that I may teach it to others.

—John Ryser
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Tuesday
September 19

Don (Bubba) Church: 
Compassion

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 10:24 (NLT)

I met Coach Church my freshman year at Wheaton College 
during football training camp. One day between practices he 
came into my room and asked my name, interests, college 
major, career aspirations, and why I chose Wheaton. Unlike 
most people I have known, Coach Church was more interested 
in learning about me than telling me about himself.

I was a Bible major, called to preach the gospel. But my 
faith wavered as I substituted daily chapel for church atten-
dance and Bible classes for daily devotions. I grew distant from 
God and my desire for ministry ebbed. In my sophomore year I 
changed my major to law and entered a prelaw course of study 
in graduate work.

My friends and professors seemed excited with this 
change, but when Coach Church asked one day whether I was 
still planning on entering the ministry, I could tell he was dis-
appointed. Outwardly he was supportive, but his kind, sad 
smile hinted that he felt otherwise.

During my senior year, my first love for God and voca-
tional call to ministry was restored when I miraculously sur-
vived an accident that nearly took my life. Coach Church was 
the first to endorse my recommitment to Christ and embrace 
my call to vocational ministry. He told me that he had been 
praying since that day in my room that God would bring my 
vocational interests to fruition. God heard the prayers of this 
compassionate man.

Do the lives of others matter more to you than your own?

SONG: Reach Out and Touch
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, give me a heart to value 

others as you do!
—John Ryser
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Wednesday
September 20 Russell Myers: Role Model

BIBLE READING: 1 Timothy 4:12

When I was a young pastor first starting out in the ministry, I 
looked for an older, wiser, seasoned veteran to help me. I didn’t 
know much about church leadership and even though I had my 
seminary degree, I was younger than the rest of the adults at the 
first church I pastored.

Russell Myers served as general superintendent of the 
Evangelical Friends Church—Eastern Region at that time. 
Russell excelled in pastoral ministry, leadership, and church 
administration in his pastoral ministries. He was also a man 
of unique vision—planting churches in Florida, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania, and Michigan. I admired Russell and I sought to 
emulate him in character and ministry.

Although Russell was my “boss” with a successful track 
record of ministry and was two and a half times my age, he 
treated me like a peer and a colleague. I learned much from 
listening to him. He helped me develop administrative skills 
and taught me both the firm and gentle art of leadership. I can 
still hear him say, “John, you want to plan your work, then 
work your plan. Your plan will come as you seek the Lord.” 
Each visit, we spent time in prayer and he encouraged me to 
dream big for God. Much of what I do today in regard to church 
ministry I learned from this seasoned veteran who treated me 
as his equal. I marvel at his life.

Ask God to show you someone younger than you are, 
someone you could come alongside and guide to “be an exam-
ple to all believers.”

SONG: Find Us Faithful (Steve Green)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, I pray your blessing and 

guidance on the next generation of your servants who will 
lead your church.

—John Ryser
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Thursday
September 21

John Williams, Jr.: 
Servant Leader

BIBLE READING: Psalm 78:72

A. B. Simpson said, “The only justification for us to stay in the 
states, given the inequitable disparity of the Gospel around the 
world, is that by staying here more will be able to go.” John 
Williams, Jr. personifies that perspective. He lives the Great 
Commission and encourages others to live it as well, never 
growing tired of raising money, sending people, and praying for 
what matters most to him—the people of the world. His preach-
ing, his servant leadership, indeed, his life are living examples 
of his heart for the world, and it is contagious.

Evangelical Friends Church—Eastern Region now has 
significant ministry in Nepal, Southern India, Hungary, Brazil, 
China, Ireland, and Thailand as a result of John’s vision as 
their general superintendent from 1989–2013. During the early 
90s John mobilized the church to reach out to Hispanic peo-
ple coming into the United States. Today EFC-ER has ministry 
among Latinos in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Chicago, 
and Washington DC—and more. Hundreds of Latinos are now 
involved every year at the annual conference at EFC-ER. They 
are loved, trained, encouraged, and sent back to their commu-
nities to help people find their way to Jesus.

I have also seen the impact his ministry has had on the 
local church that blesses the world with gospel. John has often 
said, “God will bless the church that gets beyond itself.” His 
ministry stretches my heart to capture the world for Jesus.

Is your church making a difference around the world? 
How well are you giving and praying for people from other cul-
tures and countries?

SONG: Christ for the World We Sing
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, the harvest of souls 

is great, raise up the needed workers to reach this great 
worldwide harvest.

—John Ryser
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Friday
September 22 Paul Ryser: Generous

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 9:7

Paul Ryser wore many hats: pastor, college professor, business 
man, government bureaucrat, mechanic, and farmer. To me he 
wore only one: he was my dad and he taught me lessons of 
generous contentment.

Paul lived a life of internal peace that can only be under-
stood in light of his walk with God. From the core of his being, 
he was a giver. He often remarked to our family that it was our 
responsibility to share God’s blessings with others. “We give 
our best because God has given us his best when he gave us 
Jesus.” I often heard him say.

As a young boy, I often saw my father give away five or 
ten dollars to somebody who was in need, over and above the 
tithe that he faithfully gave to the local church. He generously 
tipped waiters and waitresses and even gave extra to the toll 
booth collectors on the Ohio Turnpike. He cheerfully blessed 
others because he considered himself so very blessed by God.

Sometimes my mom objected to his acts of spontaneous 
generosity. “Paul you’re going to give all our money away,” she 
would say. “Relax Mary Alice, we have more than enough to 
live on and we always will. God has been good to us.” My family 
was never wealthy, but my dad was always generous. Twenty-
five years ago, dad passed from this earth and met Jesus, the 
author of his generosity. My mom will soon turn eighty-seven 
and has always had more than enough on which to live.

Do you understand the generosity of your heavenly 
Father? Does this thought so overcome you that you have a 
wellspring of generosity flowing out of your heart to others?

SONG: Go (Hillsong)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for all you 

have given. Help me to be a good steward of your blessings.

—John Ryser



101

Saturday
September 23 Phyllis Ryser: Serving

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:11 (NLT)

Phyllis’s smile and ease in talking to people were the first two 
characteristics that caught my attention. Those qualities, along 
with a sincere desire to serve God and others, made her irresist-
ible to me. Three years later we were married and now, thirty 
four years later, she continues to give her all for God and others. 

When we first came to Damascus we invited families of 
our church to come over for food, fun fellowship, and a short 
devotional. Our church was smaller then, but 460 people in 
twenty successive weekends passed through our home. Over 
the many years we have done ministry together, her heart and 
home remain open to others. A conservative estimate of the 
number of people who have been in and out of our home would 
be more than ten thousand. Even though she was teaching 
school and we had two teenage sons, she never batted an eye 
at the massive job before her, taking care of all the details with 
gladness and delight in her heart.

We regularly host youth groups, young adults, young 
married couples, senior adults, Celebrate Recovery leadership 
groups, elders, children’s workers, and more in our home. 
Phyllis willingly serves others with grace and love.

Her life points the way to the Lord Jesus who “came not 
to be served, but to serve others” (Mark 10:45). I’m blessed to 
be the husband of one who serves people with such ease and 
joy. She makes our ministry enjoyable and fun, blessing people 
inside and outside our church family. She reminds me that life 
is fullest when we serve others. Are you joyfully serving those 
around you?

SONG: Make Me a Servant (Maranatha Singers)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help our lives to be less 

about us and more about others.
—John Ryser


