
John Ryser 

Phyllis and I consider it a tremendous privilege to pastor such a 
generous church as Damascus Friends Church (DFC) Damascus/
Malvern. (Yes, we now have two campuses.) I believe our people 
are extremely generous because they are acutely aware of the 
phenomenal generosity of God. 

Over the years we have shared in numerous capital stewardship 
campaigns to raise needed funds for God’s work locally and glob-
ally. This has been a journey of faith and obedience for us and for 
our people. God has been so faithful to us to meet every need we 
have ever had. 

This week we will examine some of the key concepts in how God 
can use us and our money to bring glory to himself. 
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Sunday 
September 14 

First Things First: Tithing, 
Firstfruits, and Storehouses 

BIBLE READING: Malachi 3:7-10; Exodus 23:19a 
In the book of Malachi, God gave his people a minimum stan-
dard of what he expected when it came to their offerings to 
support the ministry of the temple. I don’t find anywhere in 
the New Testament where the standard has been repealed. If 
anything (just like other areas of the Old Testament such as 
the Ten Commandments), Jesus calls us to go beyond this 
minimum and do even more. 

According to 2 Corinthians 9:7 we can give generously 
and cheerfully. For this giving, God promises great blessing; 
indeed he asks us to trust him completely in these matters. 

God’s Word tells us to tithe from our firstfruits to his 
storehouse. Here’s what these words mean: 

 A tithe is 10% of our total income. In other words, if 
someone makes $1,000 per week, God asks for $100. 

 Firstfruit offering means that we are to take this 10% 
off the top of our income. I have found that when I 
pay God first, he always makes the rest of my income 
stretch to meet every need that I have. 

 Storehouse means that we give the tithe to our local 
place of worship. There are many great ministries that 
we should support, but we give to these beyond the 
10% we give to our local church. 

If we live this way, God promises his blessing over us. I 
encourage you to pay God first with your finances and trust 
him to meet your every need. 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I want to obey you  

with the money you allow me to have. Make me a generous, 
courageous, and obedient giver. 

—John Ryser 
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Monday 
September 15 Live Beyond the Law 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:17-20 
Several years ago I spoke with a group of pastors about bib-
lical stewardship. During the meetings, I asked the group 
whether they had ever talked with their congregations about 
money. Only one pastor had ever taught on it, and what sur-
prised me even more was that several pastors feared what 
their people would think of them if they brought the subject  
of money into the pulpit. A small group believed that tithing 
was an Old Testament concept and therefore had theological 
underpinnings against instructing their people on the subject. 

I reminded the pastors that Jesus did not repeal the Old 
Testament but fulfilled it. Nowhere in Scripture did Jesus 
claim that the Old Testament was invalid. Indeed Jesus so 
fulfilled the Old Testament that we now are free to live be-
yond the legal code. For example, the Law said, “Do not com-
mit adultery.” Jesus extended and exceeded the law when he 
said, “Don’t look with lust on a woman.” He didn’t repeal the 
law against adultery but extended it to our hearts and life. So 
not only will I not commit adultery through his power, but I 
won’t allow lustful thoughts to grip my mind that could lead 
to the act. 

When it comes to our giving a tenth, Jesus calls us to go 
above and beyond this minimal amount. It is not just a mathe-
matical calculation to fulfill a legal obligation, but a heart so 
generous that it goes beyond giving a tenth whenever the 
needs of God’s work present themselves. 

SONG: Take My Life and Let It Be 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you are so generous  

to me; thank you, and help me give resources away  
courageously. 

—John Ryser 
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Tuesday 
September 16 God Wants to Reward His People 

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
From the beginning, God has been generous toward his peo-
ple. This was true in the garden of Eden when God would call 
to Adam and Eve in the cool of the day. God provided bounti-
fully for the first couple and loved them dearly. 

God desires to bless us in the same way. Here are four 
keys to helping us understand his blessings: 

1. Keep an attitude of gratitude. Each day take a bless-
ings inventory and thank God for all he has done. 

2. God’s blessings go far beyond the financial and mate-
rial conveniences we have. Health, family, friendship, 
and salvation are great blessings beyond monetary 
value. 

3. God’s blessings do include financial blessings. How-
ever, God is not so much interested in our standard of 
living as he is our standard of giving. He blesses us so 
we can bless others. 

4. God desires a life of obeying and delighting in him in 
order to sustain and recognize his blessings. 

Begin today by receiving all the blessings that God has 
and acknowledging them as he provides them. Even in times 
of difficult circumstances, start to look for the rays of blessing 
God has for you. 

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I thank you for your 

many blessings. Help me to share your blessings with others 
whom I will meet today. 

—John Ryser 
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Wednesday 
September 17 

Getting Free from the 
Grip of Mammon 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 6:24-34 
I often wonder why we tend to get a little uneasy whenever 
the subject of money comes up in church. Jesus seemed to talk 
about money with such relative ease and he spoke about it 
quite often. In fact, Jesus spoke about money more than any 
other topic except the kingdom of God. 

Jesus is always concerned about our hearts. In our Scrip-
ture for today, he gives us one of the leading rivals to our 
hearts and that is money. Money can so grip our hearts that 
we begin to think that we need it for happiness and survival. I 
have even known people who quit on their commitment to 
marriage because they were so tired of disagreements with 
their spouse over money. 

Jesus knows that our primary need comes from some-
thing money can never buy. Our most basic needs are to have 
a relationship with him and to trust in him. When we seek 
Jesus first, he promises to provide all the things we tend to 
trust money to provide for us. He even goes so far as to teach 
us not to worry over all those “things” because he so cares for 
us. 

SONG: Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to never worry 

or argue with anyone over money. 
—John Ryser 
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Thursday 
September 18 Giving with My Head 

BIBLE READING: Luke 14:28-30 
Phyllis and I consider our giving to God’s church a great privi-
lege. We have faithfully tithed of our income our entire mar-
ried life (32 years this year) and have given over and above 
our tithe for capital campaigns for facility expansion, world-
wide missions, and local church outreach. We encourage our 
people (as we take the lead) to use their heads, release what is 
in their hands, and dream with their hearts about giving. 
Today we will focus on using our heads. 

Jesus taught us in the Scriptures to carefully count the 
cost of following him. He tells his followers honestly that the 
cost of following him is expensive. Indeed it will cost us 
everything. Whenever we call upon God’s people to give over 
and above their tithe, we ask them to take a careful look at 
their budgets and see if they have any room to give even more 
from the family budget. 

In a recent capital stewardship campaign (we were 
raising money over three years for expansion of our youth 
facilities and for world missions), I was sharing this concept 
with our church family. Later that week a man told me that he 
had stopped at a convenience store everyday on his way home 
to buy a carbonated beverage. He made the commitment to no 
longer purchase the drink and would now divert the money to 
the capital campaign. He had done the math and would 
pledge $1300 to the Lord’s work (the amount of one beverage 
per day for three years). Could you tighten your budget in 
such a way so that you could be a better steward of God’s 
resources? 

SONG: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, show me areas that I can 

use resources to give even more to you. 
—John Ryser 
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Friday 
September 19 Releasing What Is in My Hand 

BIBLE READING: Acts 4:34-35 
Not long ago I had a conversation with a family from our 
church about an all-too-often American dilemma. They told 
me that they had run out of storage at their home, so in order 
to gain needed storage they had rented a storage compartment 
not far from their house. One Sunday after the message they 
went to the storage compartment to take inventory. They 
found that most of the “stuff” in storage was junk of little 
value. “To be blunt about it,” the man of the household said, 
“we’re spending $600 a year to store about $200 worth of 
stuff.” Both felt convicted that this was not good stewardship. 

Soon after our conversation they brought me a check for 
our church that amounted to nearly $1000. They told me that 
this was the amount they had received from a yard sale of the 
stored belongings. As a result, they no longer needed the extra 
storage so they put $600 on top of what they had sold. Money 
formerly used to store “junk” was now used for God’s king-
dom. 

All of us have possessions in our hands that we could 
“liquidate” and use the proceeds to help extend God’s king-
dom. This was exactly what the church in Jerusalem did in 
our Bible text. God can take things that we possess and use 
them to help people find their way to him. 

SONG: Go (Hillsong) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, show me what is in my 

hand that could be used for you. 
—John Ryser 
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Saturday 
September 20 Trusting God with My Heart 

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 8:1-4; Luke 21:1-4 
Jesus taught us that our treasure would reflect where our heart 
is (Matthew 6:21). If I have a large “nest egg” waiting for my 
retirement, then my heart will be tied to retirement. On the 
other hand, if I have given all to extend God’s kingdom, say in 
Thailand, my heart will be drawn to God’s worldwide effort, 
especially in Thailand. 

I have found that when our hearts become full of God, 
we get extremely generous. Also when we get generous, our 
hearts get filled anew with God. In today’s Scripture reading, 
Jesus told the story of a widow who put two “mites” (all her 
livelihood) into the temple treasury. Why would the woman 
do such a “foolish” thing? Unfortunately, the text does not 
give us any further information about this dear woman. But I 
believe she had experienced God’s faithful provision in her 
life and her gift was a grateful offering in response to God’s 
great faithfulness. For her, giving was a privilege; the more 
she gave, the bigger her heart grew for God. Her heart was “all 
in” for God. 

I desire a heart like that! I hope you do too. As I write, I 
am reminded that all our material possessions will one day be 
given to someone else to determine their destiny. I want des-
perately to do my giving while I am living, so I know where it 
is going. 

SONG: Jesus Paid It All (All to Him I Owe) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for all you 

have given to us. 
—John Ryser 


