
John Ryser 

Moses lived to be 120 years old. During the first 40 years of his life, 
he was a big-time somebody. The next 40 years he was an absolute 
nobody. And in the last 40 years, Moses was a nobody that God used 
remarkably. 

As with any of God’s spiritual giants, we can learn lessons from their 
lives and experiences. For me, Moses is both a mentor and teacher. 
His humble leadership and fearless dependency upon God were 
learned over the span of his 120 years. I have a long way to go: I’m 
only 57 (not even halfway there), and I am still learning how to 
humbly serve God and his people. Just like Moses, much of my 
learning comes through failure and God’s gentle patience, for which 
I am grateful. 

Phyllis and I are just beginning our eighth year at Damascus Friends 
Church, now with two campuses—one in Damascus, Ohio and the 
other in Malvern, Ohio. 
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Sunday 
July 21 An Ingenious Plan 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 2:1-11 
Pharaoh made a decree to throw all baby boys born to Hebrew 
women into the Nile. Jochebed, Moses’ mother, made a plan 
to thwart the Pharaoh and then worked her strategy to perfec-
tion. Her well-conceived plan involved four steps: 
1. Keep the baby a secret as long as possible. 
2. Make a basket, then float the baby in the Nile near  

Pharaoh’s daughter while Pharaoh’s daughter bathed. 
3. Keep Miriam (Moses’ sister) posted as a lookout. 
4. Upon the discovery of baby Moses by Pharaoh’s daughter, 

have Miriam offer Jochebed as a nurse for the baby. 

What a great plan Jochebed used to save her baby! Not only 
was her baby’s life saved, but she was even paid to nurse her 
own son. Further, Moses was raised as the prince of Egypt. 

I believe God honors a plan that is careful, well-thought-
out, and bathed in prayer. Some Christians bring up the ten-
sion that exists between waiting on God and our own careful 
planning. Occasionally someone asks me, “Pastor, please pray 
for me to get a job.” I reply, “Certainly! Where have you ap-
plied?” “Oh, I am just leaving it in God’s hands and waiting 
for the Lord to open the door,” they tell me. “Well, I hope you 
don’t mind going hungry for awhile,” I say.  

God wants and expects his people to seek him for guid-
ance and wise plans of action—and then use them. Like Joche-
bed we then can plan our work and work our plan (Isaiah 
33:6). 

SONG: Lead On, O King Eternal 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, guide me with your plan 

and grant me courage to work it. 
—John Ryser 
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Monday 
July 22 

Lessons that Failure  
Can Teach Us (Part One) 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 2:16-19 
God has a university—it is called the University of the Desert. 
The application process can be a difficult one because it re-
quires failure. At one time or another, everyone qualifies 
because if we are honest, all of us have failed at some point. 

Moses was the prince of Egypt. He had it all: educated at 
the finest schools, recognized as a leader (see Acts 7:22), used 
to the adulation of his servants and the general public. Yet he 
failed. Moses murdered an Egyptian in hopes of leading a 
rebellion of his fellow Hebrews. He ended up fleeing for his 
life to the desert. And so Moses was accepted into God’s uni-
versity. 

The first lesson Moses learned was that of a servant’s 
attitude. He tended the flock of Reuel, his father-in-law, some-
thing he did for 40 years. Moses learned a humble rhythm of 
life in a pasture where no job was beneath him. 

More than a few years ago, I recruited a young seminary 
student for ministry. During our conversation together, he 
informed me that he had spent seven years of his life prepar-
ing for ministry and did not want to “waste his time” on a 
small struggling church. He thought, I suppose, that a small 
church was beneath all his learning. Later I thought to myself 
that though the young man had been taught and achieved 
much at the local colleges and seminary, God had even more 
to teach him about the value of being a servant. 

During the 40 years that Moses lived in the desert of 
Midian, God taught him the value of having a servant’s atti-
tude. Moses was learning in God’s University of the Desert. 
Have you studied at God’s university? 

SONG: Make Me a Servant 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, teach me the value of 

serving others. 
—John Ryser 
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Tuesday 
July 23 

Lessons that Failure  
Can Teach Us (Part Two) 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 2:20-22 
While in God’s University of the Desert, Moses learned the 
value of obscurity. In this lesson, God wants us to learn that 
our name doesn’t have to be put in bright lights for us to be 
able to do significant things for him. 

Moses had celebrity status in Egypt. He was the grand-
son of the most high pharaoh and quite possibly in line to one 
day take the throne. After his failure (the murder of an Egyp-
tian), Moses became a fugitive in the desert—no man’s land. 
And for the next 40 years of his life, he labored in obscurity, 
working in secret without the attention he had in his former 
life. 

A family in our church gives money to needy families 
with the stipulation that no one can know. In an envelope on 
my desk is cash with a note: “Distribute to someone in need. 
The Lord told me to give it.” It is no small amount. This fam-
ily wants no recognition. “Well done” from the master Jesus is 
sufficient (See Matthew 6:1-4). He has learned the lesson of 
the value of obscurity.  

Are you looking for a “high” position or title that is 
recognized by others? Surrender your desires to the Lord and 
trust him to use you as he sees fit. 

SONG: I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, your “well done” is 

enough recognition. 
—John Ryser 
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Wednesday 
July 24 

The Danger of Taking Matters 
into Our Own Hands 

BIBLE READING: Acts 7:22-25 
I’ve heard the story of Moses since I was a child, and I always 
assumed that the murder committed by Moses was an act of 
passion or a fit of rage. But since having read Stephen’s ac-
count in the book of Acts, I have drawn a different opinion. 
Moses’ murder of the Egyptian appears to have been an at-
tempted scheme in gaining the following of his fellow Israel-
ites to lead a rebellion against the Egyptians. His plan failed—
this was not God’s plan nor was it God’s time. 

Forty years later, after Moses ran to the desert, God 
would use him powerfully to lead the Israelites, but in God’s 
time and done God’s way. This time God would lead the way 
and Moses would follow, unlike the first time when Moses 
took matters into his own hands. 

I wonder how many ministries and ideas we launch on 
our own agenda without spending time bathing them in 
prayer and seeking God’s guidance and direction. Moses 
learned over a period of 40 years to follow God’s leading 
instead of getting in front of God, and so we too need to sub-
mit our plans and wills to his sovereign design for our lives. 

SONG: Our God (Chris Tomlin) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to seek and do 

your work in your time and in your way. 
—John Ryser 
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Thursday 
July 25 

The Limits of a 
Horizontal Worldview 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 2:11-12 
Moses was the prince of Egypt, both highly refined and wise 
in the ways of the Egyptians. However, he “fell from grace,” so 
to speak, when he murdered an Egyptian who was mistreating 
a Hebrew. 

Today’s text tells us that Moses looked “this way and 
that and seeing no one he murdered.” Moses looked to his left 
and to his right; he looked to the east and the west, to the 
north and the south; and, thinking the coast was clear, he 
murdered the Egyptian. What a fall Moses took, so much so 
that he fled. 

Over many years of ministry, I have never become too 
accustomed when hearing the tragic news that a brother or 
sister has been caught in a sin that was very embarrassing. I’m 
always shocked and saddened. Often it involves sexual sin, 
but sometimes the sin has been stealing or drug abuse. In 
several cases the secret had gone on for many years. Some-
where along the line, like Moses they looked to the left and to 
the right; and not seeing anyone, they proceeded to sin, think-
ing that they would not be caught. Fortunately, like Moses 
they did get caught, and then the long process of restoration 
began. If only Moses had looked up to God before he had 
acted. If only we, too, would look up to God before we act. 
What grief we could spare ourselves and others. 

SONG: Always (Hillsong) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, keep my focus on you. 

Help me to know that you always see and know. 
—John Ryser 
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Friday 
July 26 Getting Our Attention 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 3:1-4 
For 40 years Moses labored as a shepherd, tending his father-
in-law’s sheep. During the first 40 years of Moses’ life, he was 
a somebody—the prince of Egypt; the second 40 years, Moses 
was a nobody, tending his father-in-law’s sheep; and his last 
40 years, Moses was a nobody that God used mightily. 

One day Moses saw a bush that was burning, yet it was 
not consumed by the fire. This aroused Moses’ curiosity and 
he paused to take a closer look. At that point the Lord called 
Moses’ name and he answered, “Here I am.” This was no 
coincidence—it was the hand of God getting Moses’ attention. 

In our daily lives, I wonder how many “coincidences” 
we pass off as happenstance or “luck of the draw” when in 
reality the Lord is trying to get our attention. As the years 
pass, I become more and more convinced that things don’t just 
happen. This world is not just a random happenstance uni-
verse. There is a plan that God orchestrates; you and I are part 
of that plan. In his time and in his way, God allows unusual 
events to appear in our paths—something which may appear 
to be a coincidence, but upon further reflection, we can recog-
nize God using it to get our attention. 

Has the Lord gained your attention? Or are you going 
through life oblivious to the “random” events happening to 
you? I believe God has burning bushes for all of us. Are you 
paying attention to them? 

SONG: Ten Thousand Reasons 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to pause often at 

those things that I think are just coincidence. 
—John Ryser 
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Saturday 
July 27 What God Touches Becomes Holy 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 3:5-6 
I often marvel at the difference between religious practices 
and Jesus. Religion offers rules and discipline that give a false 
sense of security and an outward appearance of holiness. 
Jesus, on the other hand, offers a daily relationship with God 
in which we are God’s children, who are loved and adored by 
him. In Jesus, our relationship with God is secure and our 
holiness works from the heart outward. 

When Moses met God on Mount Horeb, God asked him 
to remove his sandals because Moses was standing on holy 
ground. By removing his sandals, Moses was showing rever-
ence, humility, and honesty before God. Now there would be 
nothing between God and Moses—no sin, no secrets, no rules 
or traditions that might be substituted for knowing God. God 
made Moses holy from the inside out. He would now be God’s 
man, made holy by God. 

This story of Moses and the burning bush always points 
me to Jesus. When we know Jesus, he gives us reverence, 
humility, and honesty that work from the inside to the out-
ward world. (See Romans 8:1-4 for the apostle Paul’s descrip-
tion of this.) 

When we follow Jesus, a wonderful transparency of his 
holiness lives in us. Are you fully in love with Jesus today? 
Have religious practices and traditions eroded the great joy of 
knowing and trusting him alone? 

SONG: ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, I want to know you—

nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. 
—John Ryser 


