
John Ryser 

As our family grows, our times together become less frequent. This 
picture was taken during Christmas this past year. 

Joe, our oldest son, will graduate from Ohio State later this year 
with a degree in business and accounting. His brother, Justin, will 
graduate from high school and enter college (Kent State, Barclay, or 
Hocking Hills). We should know definitely by the time you read this. 

Phyllis teaches at the Ohio Virtual Academy, a job she just started 
last year after seven years at Lake Center Christian. I have just 
completed my fourth year at Damascus (Ohio) Friends Church. I feel 
very blessed and fortunate to pastor here—the people sincerely 
desire to follow Jesus. 

This week we will focus our attention on God’s plan for our lives. 
We will look at the life of Joshua as he led the Israelites into the 
Promised Land. I hope these writings will help you to find and walk 
in God’s plan for your life. 
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Sunday 
September 19 Choosing Our Plan 

BIBLE READING: Numbers 14:6-9 
God offers us two plans. Plan A is God’s plan and plan B is 
our plan. Many years ago God heard the cry of his people who 
were suffering in slavery under the tyrannical fist Pharaoh. 
God offered them a new plan in which he would lead the 
people to the Promised Land. He appointed Moses to lead the 
people and empowered Moses to do signs and wonders to 
reveal God’s plan to Pharaoh and the people. 

Unfortunately the story of the Exodus ends in great 
tragedy because the people only half-heartedly followed God 
and his appointed leader. They grumbled at the Red Sea, they 
complained about the manna from heaven, and they gave up 
when 10 of the 12 spies (only Joshua and Caleb followed 
God’s Plan A) claimed that the opponents in the Promised 
Land were too big and strong. They chose Plan B—their 
plan—instead of God’s Plan A. 

Make no mistake, only Plan A—following God’s plan—
leads into the Promised Land. Plan B—and other alterations of 
God’s plan for our life—leads to a dead-end in the desert. 

Which plan are you following? This week we will exam-
ine the requirements and benefits of Plan A living. My hope is 
that we of this generation will be similar to Joshua and Caleb 
who followed God with their whole hearts and who would 
not be swayed by majority opinion or thought. 

SONG: Have Thine Own Way 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, today I seek your  

guidance and choose to align my plans with your Plan A  
for my life. 

—John Ryser 
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Monday 
September 20 

Requirements of  
Plan ‘A’ Living: Faith 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 3:9-13 
2010 brought significant financial challenges to the Ryser 
family. Our youngest son will join his older brother as a col-
lege student. One child in college is a challenge, but two? 

For the past year and a half, our church has been en-
gaged in a capital stewardship campaign to expand our facil-
ity. Phyllis and I sensed God’s leading to make a sizeable 
contribution to this campaign. In fact, last December we gave 
an amount that exceeded my pay for the month. Yikes! I 
thought as we approached the New Year, How will we meet 
our obligations? Somehow we knew God would provide. 

Joshua and the Israelites must have had similar ques-
tions when they ventured toward the Jordan River. God told 
them they needed to step into the water—get their feet wet—
and the Jordan would dry up so they could cross into the 
Promised Land. Note: They had to first get in the water and 
then the Jordan would stop flowing. Most of us insist that the 
Jordan stop and then we will jump in. In other words: work, 
love, and give as if God’s leading is inevitable; don’t wait for 
the perfect circumstances or for the money to come first. 
“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 
we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). I believe the life of faith will 
make us look pretty foolish—except that God comes through 
for us. The foolish Israelites walked into the Jordan and then 
God separated the waters. 

For the Ryser family, January was a month of trusting 
God, and some questioning how God might provide. We 
hoped and prayed that we had heard God correctly. (More 
about this tomorrow!) 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to hear you and 

trust you completely. 
—John Ryser 
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Tuesday 
September 21 

Requirements of Plan ‘A’  
Living: Perseverance 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 3:14-16 
The walk of faith always requires perseverance. Jesus prom-
ised “In this world you will have trouble…” (John 16:33). My 
experience has shown that we are either coming out of trou-
ble, currently in trouble, or are heading into trouble. When we 
face trouble we can’t quit; we must hang in there and fight the 
good fight no matter what. Otherwise we may make other 
plans and miss Plan A that God has for us. 

For Joshua and the Israelites, trouble found them at the 
river. The Jordan was at flood stage and God expected them to 
cross. God certainly must have made a mistake here because 
he would not ask his people to do something impossible! Or 
would he? Have you ever noticed that when God wants to do 
a miracle, he confronts his people with an impossibility? 

Unlike their forebears, Joshua and the Israelites pro-
ceeded to the river without grumbling and questioning—they 
simply trusted God to do what he said. They stepped into the 
water and the Jordan ceased flowing and onward they walked. 

January of this year seemed long, cold, and difficult 
given the financial peril we had placed ourselves in by ex-
tending our giving to the building fund of our church. We 
managed with austerity and careful planning, continuing to 
trust God. On February 1, we met with Justin’s counselor at 
school. She informed us that Justin had qualified for financial 
assistance that would cover his tuition for four years, pro-
vided he met certain obligations. Without question, I know 
that God had worked in this situation! Never quit on the 
Lord—he will make a way! He always does. 

SONG: God Will Make a Way 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help us Lord, to find courage 

and strength in times of trouble. 
—John Ryser 
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Wednesday 
September 22 

Requirements of Plan ‘A’ Living: 
Remember His Blessings 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 4:4-9 
When we received news of Justin’s financial blessing, I imme-
diately wrote in my Bible “fulfilled 2-1-2010.” I wrote this on 
Joshua 3:5 which states: “Consecrate (y)ourselves…. the Lord 
will do amazing things among you.” I did this so that I would 
not forget how God fulfilled his promise to us. In fact, I have 
numerous dates written over Scripture in order to remember 
God’s faithfulness in the past. 

This was the reason that God wanted each of the 12 
tribes to gather stones from the bottom of the Jordan and place 
them on the side they had just settled. These stones were for 
remembering. They would be a constant reminder to the peo-
ple of God’s faithfulness. Also they would stand as a reminder 
to future generations that God had led his people from the 
wilderness into the Promised Land. 

Plan A living is full of blessing; our response is praise to 
God because we are continuously aware of his great faithful-
ness. If you are part of a fellowship of believers who are living 
Plan A lives, you will find they are people ever mindful of 
how God is working powerfully in their midst. They are never 
prone to whining, complaining, and general fussiness because 
they always have before them God’s handiwork. They know 
God will come through for them because he always has. Do 
you daily recount God’s blessings? Make a point to start today. 

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me, God, to recount to 

you your many blessings. May I joyously pass them forward 
to future generations. 

—John Ryser 
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Thursday 
September 23 

Benefits of Plan ‘A’ Living:  
Eternal Life 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 4:19-24 
In our study of the Israelites’ journey, we are reminded that 
God’s goal for them was the Promised Land. The generation 
before Joshua’s did not exercise faith, could not persevere, 
and forgot all of God’s blessings. They chose Plan B which 
was their own plan and as a result “…God was not pleased 
with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the  
desert” (1 Corinthians 10:5). 

The greatest benefit to following Plan A is that God has a 
destination for all who follow his plan. All of our plans ulti-
mately end in ruin (Plan B living). 

It is for this very reason that believers die differently 
than non-believers. I have done numerous funerals over my 
years of ministry. Most of those funerals have been for people 
who faithfully followed God’s plan for their lives. Occasion-
ally I do funerals where the family gives no indication that 
their loved one followed God’s plan. The ambience in these 
funerals is sad; even though the person was good, the family 
is left wondering where that loved one will spend eternity. 

Contrast this with those who lived Plan A lives and 
followed God wholeheartedly. These funerals are generally 
filled with laughter, hope, and joy as everyone knows that 
even though we will greatly miss the personality of the de-
ceased, he or she has now arrived safely into the loving arms 
of the Savior. The primary benefit of Plan A living is eternal 
life and is readily verified in the funeral of God’s people. 
God’s plan for us is to follow Jesus, who one day will take us 
to heaven where we will live forever with the Lord. 

SONG: I Am Bound for the Promised Land 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Jesus, for the plan 

of salvation that offers heaven for all who believe. 
—John Ryser 
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Friday 
September 24 

Benefits of Plan ‘A’ Living: 
God’s Presence 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 1:1-9 
I used to think that I needed a special time and place to meet 
with God and allow him to speak to me. I have since come to 
understand that though my devotions are extremely valuable, 
God is always with me. 

Several years ago the principal of our youngest son’s 
school called to discuss a “serious problem.” He wouldn’t go 
into detail on the phone, but stated we needed to meet as soon 
as possible. Later we learned that Justin (now 18) had taken a 
hunting knife to school in order to sell it to a friend. (Today’s 
school environment does not take kindly to students bearing 
knives, and though Justin’s motives were innocent, this action 
was abhorrent.) I felt alone. We had never experienced any-
thing like this and for a moment I didn’t know where to turn. 

I found it quite strange, though, that in my isolation I 
was talking the whole thing over with God. As I went through 
my honest emotions of shock, anger, fear, and pain, I started 
to sense the calm and peace of the Lord. It was as if God was 
telling me “I am here, take my peace.” 

God had many challenges in store for Joshua in today’s 
Bible reading. Some of them tested him to the core, but the 
knowledge of God’s constant presence strengthened him. Plan 
A living is filled with challenges (so is Plan B for that matter), 
but God is always with us when we walk his plan with him. 

Through much prayer and meetings with school offi-
cials, Justin received a week of detention and not expulsion as 
was originally proposed. We rejoiced greatly when the final 
verdict was reached. 

SONG: Here in Your Presence 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me know your  

constant presence with me. 
—John Ryser 



105 

Saturday 
September 25 Benefits of a Plan ‘A’ Life 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 14:7-15 
Winters in northeast Ohio reveal true character of individuals. 
They can be especially tough when the snow blows on Friday 
and Saturday and threatens Sunday worship. Such was the 
case last February when the northeast wind brought 18 inches 
of the white stuff on a Friday and Saturday. 

At Damascus Friends a typical Sunday means we will 
park more than 400 cars. Our parking lot crew—shovelers, 
plowers, and greeters—includes more than 23 volunteers. 
Their motto: “The worse the weather gets, the better we 
serve.” They live it, too. On this particular Sunday they 
worked like ants at a picnic and had us ready to go. Some-
times their work goes unnoticed, but on this Sunday everyone 
was aware of their work. In our services they were given a 
warm hand clap and before the season ends we will reward 
them with gift cards of appreciation. Their service is vital to 
our community and we want to tangibly show our apprecia-
tion.  

The Lord rewards those who faithfully serve him. In our 
Scripture lesson today, Caleb reminded Joshua of his (Caleb’s) 
faithfulness and Joshua rewarded him and his family gener-
ously. Joshua blessed Caleb by giving him Hebron (an area 
second in significance only to Jerusalem). He did this because 
Caleb devoted himself totally to God (Plan A living). 

Sometimes the rewards are delayed—as with our park-
ing crew and Caleb, who waited 45 years to receive his re-
ward—but they always arrive. Corrie Ten Boom said, “God 
doesn’t pay at the end of every day, but in the end he always 
pays.” 

SONG: I Will Worship 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, today I will follow you 

with all of my being. 
—John Ryser 




