
Kathy & Dwight Roblyer  

Our lives are full of departures, both expected and unexpected. In 
December 2009, the Air Force transferred Dwight to Alabama. Kathy 
and the children moved in June 2010, and Kathy went back to full-
time work outside the home. A few months later, the Air Force 
mandated retirement for Dwight and a number of other colonels, 
several years earlier than planned. During that same period, Evan-
gelical Friends Church—North America’s The Friends Voice transi-
tioned to an online format and Kathy’s job there disappeared.  

It is difficult to feel settled when we are constantly leaving places 
or positions, but leaving is necessary. Leaving badly can cause 
disruptions in relationships or ministry and leave scars that last for a 
lifetime, but leaving well is an art. This week, we will look at pas-
sages from the book of Acts to learn how to handle life’s exoduses 
in graceful and grace-filled ways. No ivory tower theology, the book 
of Acts focuses on the practical application of the gospel in a com-
plicated, messy, and confusing world. The apostles faced challenges 
as daunting as our own and we have much to learn from how they 
applied their faith to life’s departures. 
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Sunday 
August 7 Dropping Out of Sight 

BIBLE READING: Acts 8:26-40 
It was a God-ordained meeting. The angel had directed Philip 
to travel on a particular road. Philip obeyed, not knowing the 
purpose. There he met the Ethiopian eunuch, already im-
mersed in and diligently studying the Word. Beginning with 
what the man knew, Philip presented the glorious story of 
Jesus Christ. The eunuch embraced this as good news and 
wanted to be identified with Christ in baptism. But as soon as 
Philip had baptized him, Philip disappeared.  

The meeting was a completely serendipitous event. 
Neither Philip nor the Ethiopian official had manipulated 
their circumstances to arrange the meeting. Then, as soon as it 
had reached the climax of new life in Christ, Philip vanished. 
The Ethiopian official could have been angry with God or 
Philip. He could have doubted the reality of his meeting with 
Philip. He could have dismissed it as a bad dream or halluci-
nation. He could have felt rejected or abandoned. Wisely, he 
chose none of those responses. Instead, the Scripture says that 
he moved on and rejoiced. 

Recently I found a postcard written by an older minister 
who had encouraged and blessed me when I was an insecure 
teenager. He “vanished” from my life shortly after I received 
it. Yet, as I recall the brief meeting, I give thanks for God’s 
grace through him.  

Sometimes people disappear from our lives. Do we 
dwell on the absence they create, think God unjust, or accept 
and rejoice in the blessing of their “guest star” appearance in 
our lives? Can we give thanks without always wanting more? 

SONG: God Be with You Till We Meet Again 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Almighty God, thank you for 

those who have blessed my life before they vanished. I trust 
you for the purpose of these meetings. Amen. 

—Kathy Roblyer 
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Monday 
August 8 Rescued and Set Free 

BIBLE READING: Acts 12:5-10 
Peter was in chains, bound between two guards. Stephen had 
been killed and the church scattered by persecution. James 
had been beheaded by order of King Herod and the Jews had 
cheered. Herod would demand more blood. Remarkably, Peter 
did not sit up all night fretting, planning his escape, or re-
hearsing a persuasive speech for Herod. Instead, he slept so 
soundly that the brilliant light that poured into his cell from 
the angel didn’t even awaken him. The angel had to strike him 
on the side to get his attention. 

Once Peter awoke, the angel did all the work. He made 
the chains fall off, told Peter what to wear, led him out of 
prison, chaperoned him to the city, caused an iron gate to 
open by itself, and led Peter down in the direction he should 
go. Peter, who initially had thought this a vision, came to his 
senses and sought out the believers. Although the believers 
had been urgently and earnestly interceding for him, they 
doubted that the person at the door could possibly be Peter—
it must be his angel! 

Sometimes we find ourselves in such intense and fright-
ening situations that we know that the only solution is for 
God to bring about a rescue. Like the disciples, many times we 
pray fervently for rescue, but do not believe God will perform 
it. True faith is like Peter’s, resting quietly, willing to accept 
all outcomes, and then following through with whatever 
unpredictable and dazzling events God orchestrates. The 
company of God on this journey is both the process of rescue 
and the endpoint of freedom.  

SONG: Rescue (You are the Source of Life) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, may I rest solidly in 

your power, even when I feel imprisoned. 
—Kathy Roblyer 



51 

Tuesday 
August 9 Chosen and Sent 

BIBLE READING: Acts 13:1-3 
In 1981, I had to prepare my father for my departure to the 
Thai-Cambodian border. “The mission board has a no-ransom 
policy,” I explained, referring to recent kidnappings. “If some-
thing happens, there won’t be any effort to negotiate.” I spoke 
slowly and deliberately. “I want you to know that I accept this 
risk.” How could my father, not yet a believer, understand 
this? He was a widower, a single parent of four children, and a 
man who struggled with alcoholism. He counted on me to be 
there for him. But he said that he would share in the risk and 
support my decision. Later, the church laid hands on me and 
prayed as I was sent. In the years since then, I’ve been sent on 
other journeys and ministries. But no other “sending” has ever 
weighed on me as heavily, or been as freeing, as my father’s 
that evening.  

As Acts 13 opens, Stephen had been murdered by a 
mob, James had been beheaded by an unjust monarch, and 
Peter had just escaped from prison. Herod had dropped dead 
from God’s judgment. The world was unstable and unpredict-
able. Yet in the midst of this, the Spirit spoke to the believers 
in Antioch. They responded by releasing Barnabas and Saul, 
sending their beloved brothers in a swirl of uncertainty. 

Sometimes departures are expected and planned. Other 
times, God calls us forth in a swirl of unpredictability to an 
unstable world for an uncertain outcome. Whether we are the 
one sent or one of those sending, we must abandon ourselves 
to trusting the Lord for plan and provision.  

SONG: I Am Resolved 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, let me trust you for the 

plans and provisions, whenever I or my loved ones are sent. 
—Kathy Roblyer 
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Wednesday 
August 10 Kicked Out 

BIBLE READING: Acts 13:49-52 
Departure is sometimes the proper response to rejection. Paul 
and Barnabas had traveled boldly into Asia Minor (modern-
day Turkey) to Antioch in the region of Pisidia. Both in miles 
and culture, it was a long journey from Jerusalem. Neverthe-
less, Pisidian Antioch was a bustling crossroads of travel and 
trade, sizeable enough to have a Jewish synagogue. Paul and 
Barnabas went there to worship on the Sabbath, welcomed 
warmly as fellow children of Abraham, and Paul was invited 
to preach. Paul argued that Jesus was the culmination of God’s 
relationship with Israel and the world. This was revolutionary 
to his audience, so almost the entire town turned out the 
following week to hear more. But one group of Jews—
unwilling to believe that God might bless and accept unwor-
thy Gentiles—determined to silence the missionaries. Their 
oppression forced Paul and Barnabas to depart first from the 
synagogue, then from the town. 

When Paul and Barnabas left, it was not a “departure 
from” but a “departure to.” As they sought those hungry for 
the good news about Jesus, their new destination became not a 
place of greater familiarity and safety, but a place deeper into 
the unfamiliar, Gentile-rich region. The decision to leave was 
based not on fear, but on promise. 

When we face rejection and oppression, leaving may be 
the right thing to do. However, our motivation and destination 
must be examined in light of God’s call on our lives. Are we 
“departing from” or “departing to”?  

SONG: Leaving All to Follow Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy God, when I leave, may I 

move forward from your purpose and direction, and not from 
my fears. 

—Dwight Roblyer 
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Thursday 
August 11 Escaping in the Nick of Time 

BIBLE READING: Acts 14:1-7  
If Paul and Barnabas had waited only a bit longer to leave 
Iconium, their first missionary journey might have been their 
last. They were bold, courageous men—preaching to inter-
ested ears and hungry hearts. The validity of their message 
was punctuated by Spirit-empowered signs and miracles 
among the townsfolk. Luke tells us that a large number of 
people believed the good news of Jesus Christ and half of the 
town was in favor of Paul and Barnabas remaining. However, 
others felt that they should leave, convinced by a small group 
that saw them as threats to traditional privilege and power. 
Incited by hateful lies, the crowd became a lynch mob. When 
the two missionaries learned of the mob, the Spirit said, “Go, 
now!” and they fled for safety. 

Wouldn’t it have been safer if Paul and Barnabas had 
simply bypassed Iconium? They must have known that influ-
ential, troublemaking leaders resided there, just as in Pisidian 
Antioch. But Paul and Barnabas allowed the Spirit to deter-
mine where they would go, how long they would stay, and 
whether they would live or die in that place. Without their 
faithful obedience, the church at Iconium would have never 
been the mighty force it later became in the ancient world. 

Can we learn to trust radically in God’s direction and 
not to turn from a challenging, even dangerous, task? How 
bold is our faith? Will we stay put under daunting circum-
stances until the Spirit says it is time to escape? 

SONG: Hosanna (You Are the God Who Saves Us) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Gracious Lord, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit, let me know when it is time to boldly stay 
and when it is time to escape. 

—Dwight Roblyer 



54 

Friday 
August 12 Training Successors 

BIBLE READING: Acts 18:18-26 
Paul continued to adhere to the travel itinerary directed by the 
Holy Spirit, but everywhere he went he trained leaders. When 
he parted with Priscilla and Aquila, fellow tentmakers and 
travel companions, he had prepared them well. They stayed 
in Ephesus and there they taught and discipled a young man 
named Apollos. He was an eloquent and convincing speaker 
who would later be instrumental in the work in Ephesus and 
Corinth. 

Priscilla, Aquila, and Apollos were all part of Paul’s 
plan to train successors to his ministry in every city that he 
left. Paul’s example for this pattern was Jesus Christ. When 
Jesus left his believers, both the first time as he went to Cal-
vary and the second time as he ascended into heaven, he did 
so only after spending considerable time preparing them for 
the tasks ahead. Jesus set the ultimate example of a leader 
who is generous and self-sacrificing in mentoring in order to 
preserve the purpose of the mission.  

Contemporary leadership literature offers compelling 
reasons for grooming successors. Leaders who are concerned 
for their people and committed to their vision and mission 
pass the torch in an intentional transition of leadership. Lead-
ers who fear losing control grasp power all the more tightly 
and fear new leaders. When Paul left, he had in place new 
leaders to carry on the vision that God had given him. When 
we leave, have we entrusted the vision to someone? Whether 
in ministry, work, or family, have we prepared for our depar-
ture by leaving a successor? 

SONG: Pass It On 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help me to prepare for 

my departure by ensuring that someone is ready to carry on 
the vision that you have given me.  

—Kathy Roblyer 
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Saturday 
August 13 Leaving Well 

BIBLE READING: Acts 20:32-38 
Paul was no stranger to good-byes. He left many communities 
and said farewell to friends and fellow believers who them-
selves were leaving to carry the gospel to other communities. 
He’d had his share of abrupt terminations and divine escapes. 
He had invested in the believers in each community to the 
extent that he had time, energy, and opportunity. This time, 
Paul suspected that he would not return to Ephesus again, so 
he prepared the Ephesian leaders for his departure, praying 
blessings over them, and kneeling and praying with them. He 
worked as hard for the kingdom of God on his last day there 
as he had on the first day.  

My first nursing job was in an intensive-care oncology 
unit. Every nurse worked hard, fast, and long shifts, pouring 
energy into the lives of those struggling with leukemia. New 
staff came and left quickly, citing “burn out,” and we watched 
their energy decline as they prepared to go. One nurse named 
Sharon had to move. But as her last day approached, she 
continued to invest her full energy in the job and the lives of 
those around her. The nurse manager noted that Sharon had 
worked as hard on her last day as she had on her first.  

When we leave, do those who remain behind see God’s 
diligence in us? Do we leave well? What heavenly hopes are 
we instilling in those around us today that will outlast our 
sojourn with them? 

SONG: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may I wrap up the  

obligations in my life with diligence to the task you’ve  
put before me. 

—Kathy Roblyer 


