
Dwight Roblyer 

Sometimes God stretches us so gently that we may not even notice. 
But at other times, God rips away our complacency with in-your-
face challenges to the status quo that leave us gasping: What? Now? 
How? Jesus’ disciples must have felt similarly as they saw him move 
through a society that was decisively divided into clean and un-
clean, haves and have-nots, ins and outs, Jews and Gentiles. He 
boldly disregarded all of those harmful barriers in order to truly love 
people. This past year God has taught my wife Kathy and me to love 
more fully a woman who was prostituting herself and a man who is 
gay. Both are members of our family, and the journey of loving 
them as God does is far from over for us. 

As part of that journey, I attended a Gay Christian Network confer-
ence as a family member and as one of the few “straights” there. 
God met all of us at that gathering, and I witnessed his Spirit be 
present in boldness among my new friends—grace-starved yet ac-
complished grace-giving men and women. I also had the pleasure of 
meeting Wendy Gritter. She has given me much food for thought, 
leading to some of the ideas in these devotionals. Wendy’s ministry 
and her blog can be found at www.newdirection.ca. 

The insights and convictions shared with you this week are born 
from a crucible of mental, emotional, and spiritual pain—both mine 
and others’. I humbly offer these devotionals for your consideration 
and for God’s use. 
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Sunday 
September 9 Descending into Humility 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:1-4 
Humility. We do not often hear that word in the political 
speeches and advertisements present everywhere right now. 
While humility is seen as a sign of weakness among politi-
cians, it represents the hallmark characteristic of Jesus—the 
Creator who “made himself nothing” (Philippians 2:7) and 
subjected himself to his own creation so that it might have 
true hope and life. Humility is also a key characteristic in re-
forming the church and its “little Christs” into a more accu-
rate reflection of the God we worship.  

The concept of “being humble” has greater familiarity 
within churches. But do we as followers of Jesus yet fully un-
derstand what humility entails and enables? This question 
becomes increasingly pressing as the church and its many 
representatives continue to pick up and wield the un-humble 
tools and attitudes of secular politics. The tragically inevitable 
results have been the continual distancing of church mem-
bers, observers, and adversaries from the truly humble One. 

This week we will explore new ways of experiencing 
humility. First, we will look at two often-neglected facets of 
this vital characteristic. Next, we will turn to three ways that 
humility is an essential enabler in becoming God’s hands and 
heart in this hurting world. I intentionally do not address the 
many social and doctrinal questions that focus on the behav-
ior of some groups of people. Instead, I focus on who God 
wants us to be to them. Please join in this exploration of de-
scending into humility. 

SONG: Lead Me, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Gracious Father, crack open 

our routine of action and thought this week. Challenge us 
with new viewpoints on our behavior and the depth of indi-
vidual need around us. Amen. 

—Dwight Roblyer 
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Monday 
September 10 Humble and Privileged? 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:5-8; Matthew 23:1-12 
How do humble people behave? We often answer that ques-
tion by thinking of behaviors they avoid: they don’t draw 
attention to themselves or boast about their strengths. In the 
New Testament, the antithesis of humility is seen in the be-
havior of many of the religious elite. The Pharisees and Sad-
ducees took great and public pride in their extreme fervor in 
following the Mosaic law. They also readily drew attention to 
their exalted position and the mediocrity of the masses. 

Yet Jesus set an example for the church that goes far 
beyond avoiding these self-promoting behaviors. Instead, the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords rejected all claims to status 
and privilege. Paul highlights this when he explains that Jesus 
consciously chose to leave behind his equality with God in 
order to identify with us so that we could identify with God. 

Many Christians today are self-effacing but still enjoy 
the adulations of friends and strangers as well as the privi-
leges that result from their status. Senior manager, deacon, 
professor/teacher, honor roll student, and membership in the 
“we” majority (instead of the “them” minority) are the types 
of positions that confer privileges marking us as separate 
from—and well above—those of lesser position. While we 
may not “toot our own horns,” we do enjoy these commensu-
rate privileges and readily use them to our own advantage. We 
earned them with good choices and hard work, right? 

Our Savior rejected his claims to everything that sepa-
rated him from those who needed God’s touch, God’s word, 
God’s presence. What a challenge for us! 

SONG: Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may we choose to reject 

the privileges that put us above those who need to experience 
your love and grace through us. Amen. 

—Dwight Roblyer 
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Tuesday 
September 11 Room for Holy Uncertainty 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 23:13-28ff 
The declaration that a person knows the right answers is an 
empowering claim frequently abused in the church. Through-
out the centuries, we have bludgeoned outsiders and insiders 
alike over issues of belief and behavior judged to be incorrect. 
The Crusades, the persecution of Galileo, the execution of 
Mary Dyer, and the long history of slavery and racial segrega-
tion are all tragic examples. Many of these great doctrinal 
battles have ended with mass casualties; however, some have 
resulted in eventual, grudging admissions that “the truth” 
wasn’t truth at all, but rather an erroneous conviction. Today’s 
headlines proves that this tragic problem continues. 

In New Testament times, Pharisees and Sadducees were 
sects also marked by pride in purity, always having the right 
answer—the right belief. Yet, Jesus called them blind guides 
certain to bring destruction to those who followed them. Jesus 
showed us that the humble don’t behave like they have the 
“corner on truth.” Only God is always right—and we are often 
wrong about God. Paul said that the best we can hope to do in 
this life seems like seeing through a dark glass or looking at a 
weak reflection of what reality truly is. 

God’s followers are called to humility throughout the 
Old and New Testaments. An important aspect of humility is 
the realization that “I may be wrong.” The humble live in a 
state of holy uncertainty that pursues truth while acknowledg-
ing our inability to ever fully unlock the mysteries that sur-
round the one true God. 

SONG: My Faith Has Found a Resting Place 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, help us to remember that 

truth is a person—you. We ask that you bless our every effort 
to know you more and humbly to let others do the same. 
Amen. 

—Dwight Roblyer 
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Wednesday 
September 12 God Graces the Humble 

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 3:34; Ephesians 2:1-22 
Some may ask, “What can humility do for me?” Simply put, 
humility opens the door in our spirit to the grace of God and 
God’s invitation to relationship. We see this in Proverbs as the 
writer emphasizes that arrogance results in separation from 
God but humility is the chosen avenue of God’s favor. With 
the coming of Jesus, Paul knew that the ultimate statement of 
God’s favor was the salvation offered through the Savior—we 
are saved through grace. Thus, humility—which by its nature 
would seem to lead to the loss of every personal advantage—is 
actually an essential prerequisite for receiving the greatest 
personal possession of all. 

Earlier this week I used the Pharisees and Sadducees as 
examples of the antithesis of humility; however, an unusual 
Pharisee named Nicodemus humbly sought truth from Jesus 
on a rooftop one night. In answering the earnest questions of 
that humble soul, Jesus gave us the treasured words we know 
as John 3:16-17: “For God so loved [us] that he gave…” Humil-
ity opened the heart of Nicodemus that night just as it pre-
pares us to receive God and all God has for us. 

It is critical that we acquire again and expand our appre-
ciation for the enormity of the gift we have through Jesus—
relationship with God. We were separate, and God brought us 
near. We were strangers, yet God made us citizens. We were 
without hope, but now God is our hope. Such an understand-
ing will make the task of experiencing deeper humility a 
foregone conclusion. 

SONG: Grace Greater Than Our Sin 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Savior, help us count anew the 

cost you paid in offering us your grace so freely. May our 
acknowledgement of that cost keep us humble. Amen. 

—Dwight Roblyer 
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Thursday 
September 13 Gracing the Grace-Starved 

BIBLE READING: Luke 6:36-38 
Humility does not just enable us to receive God’s grace; it 
calls us to give that same gift to the grace-starved around us. 
That sounds like something the church is already very good at 
doing…until we recognize that living out God’s grace to some-
one means that we cannot—we must not—judge them. Jesus 
used straightforward language in the Gospels when he juxta-
posed mercy and judgment: “Be merciful. Do not judge” (Luke 
6:36-37). In addition, Jesus unmistakably linked their func-
tions together. Judgment inhibits mercy—both that which 
flows from us and what flows to us. 

Since the times of the early church, disciples of Jesus 
have struggled with living out this concept. We have at-
tempted to justify our judgment of others by assigning it fancy 
definitions and calling it by other names. But however we 
attempt to dress it up, our judgment of others will always 
limit our ability and willingness to pass God’s grace to them. 
This litmus test for judgment always reads true. 

So, what does “not judging” look like? It is not igno-
rance, for God has brought these people into our lives. Nor is 
it tolerance, because that response likely has no warmth or 
respect at its heart. Grace requires acceptance. Like Jesus, we 
must not count ourselves better than others, but instead be-
come their servant. Like Jesus, we must seek to lead them 
closer to God, allowing God to use God’s own ways and time 
to mend and re-form them. Grace can never be earned—that 
would be a wage; grace can only be given as a gift. 

SONG: Let It Be Said of Us 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Gracious Lord, show us where 

we are acting as reservoirs of your acceptance and mercy 
instead of as spillways that spread your love to all of those 
around us. Amen. 

—Dwight Roblyer 
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Friday 
September 14 

Choosing Relationship  
over Judgment 

BIBLE READING: Luke 4:16-21; 15:1-7 
Humility allows us to receive God’s gift of grace, and then we 
get to regift that grace to others. But humility also enables us 
to build relationships with those who are very different from 
us. Grace calls us to accept others as they are, and acceptance 
is the first step to relationship. How would our world, and 
especially God’s kingdom on that earth, be different if we 
chose relationship over judgment? 

Jesus showed us how to live this out. He touched the 
contagious, he spoke to the invisible, he welcomed sinners. 
He related with them in deep ways that were meaningful to 
them and so led them to realize that they were invaluable in 
the eyes of God. Jesus would have us do the same with those 
whom we segregate, ignore, avoid, lambast, denigrate, joke 
about, and look down upon. Jesus calls his followers to relate 
to these people through talking, listening, feeling, encourag-
ing, identifying and eating with them. Through such actions, 
others cannot remain like alien cardboard cutouts of our 
stereotypes, assumptions, and convictions. Instead, they be-
come real people with honest needs, and we realize that they 
aren’t so different from us. 

Humility will also prepare us to receive the enmity of 
those who disapprove of our new friends. When this happens, 
as it certainly will, humility will point us to Jesus for strength 
and guidance. After all, Jesus deals with such reactions all the 
time. 

SONG: Freely, Freely 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, as you established  

relationships, you made the good news truly good! Show us 
how to offer your love and hope humbly to another person 
today through welcoming them into relationship. Amen. 

—Dwight Roblyer 
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Saturday 
September 15 Turning “Ungrace” into Grace 

BIBLE READING: Acts 10:9-23 
Before whom does Jesus call us to humble ourselves today? 
The church has recognized some of our blind spots for the 
people Jesus would call “the least of these” (Matthew 25:40). 
We have become somewhat more gracious toward unwed 
mothers, divorcees, AIDS victims (as long as the virus was 
contracted “innocently”), racially mixed couples, and other 
“unworthy” groups. However, we must press on to deepen our 
understanding of humility and the breadth of God’s grace. 

In his vision about unclean foods and unclean people, 
Peter heard God say, “Do not call anything impure that God 
has made clean” (v. 15). Yet, just as the religious establish-
ment in Jesus’ day labeled lepers, adulterers, publicans, and 
Gentiles to be outside of God’s grace, we do the same. Targets 
of our “ungrace” vary, but they are likely to include abortion 
supporters, homosexuals, Muslims, Mormons, the chronically 
poor, the habitually homeless, sex offenders, deadbeat dads, 
welfare moms—and that is just a small sample. 

What will we give up if we decide to be Jesus to others? 
The religious elite greatly feared loss of control. Jesus’ pur-
pose of tearing down the manmade wall dividing worthy from 
unworthy undermined and eventually destroyed their system 
of control. Humility, grace, acceptance, and relationship can-
not seek to control the objects of God’s love. 

When graciously offering acceptance and relationship, 
we shouldn’t be surprised to find evidences of God’s Spirit 
present. Such a discovery serves as a reminder that God is 
already there loving them. 

SONG: As We Go 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, we need you to show us 

clearly to whom we need to humble ourselves. May we be 
your hands, feet, and heart to them. Amen. 

—Dwight Roblyer 


