
Kathy & Dwight Roblyer  

Our lives are full of departures, both expected and unexpected. In 
December 2009, the Air Force transferred Dwight to Alabama. Kathy 
and the children moved in June 2010, and Kathy went back to full-
time work outside the home. A few months later, the Air Force 
mandated retirement for Dwight and a number of other colonels, 
several years earlier than planned. During that same period, Evan-
gelical Friends Church—North America’s The Friends Voice transi-
tioned to an online format and Kathy’s job there disappeared.  

It is difficult to feel settled when we are constantly leaving places 
or positions, but leaving is necessary. Leaving badly can cause 
disruptions in relationships or ministry and leave scars that last for a 
lifetime, but leaving well is an art. This week, we will look at pas-
sages from the book of Acts to learn how to handle life’s exoduses 
in graceful and grace-filled ways. No ivory tower theology, the book 
of Acts focuses on the practical application of the gospel in a com-
plicated, messy, and confusing world. The apostles faced challenges 
as daunting as our own and we have much to learn from how they 
applied their faith to life’s departures. 
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Wednesday 
August 10 Kicked Out 

BIBLE READING: Acts 13:49-52 
Departure is sometimes the proper response to rejection. Paul 
and Barnabas had traveled boldly into Asia Minor (modern-
day Turkey) to Antioch in the region of Pisidia. Both in miles 
and culture, it was a long journey from Jerusalem. Neverthe-
less, Pisidian Antioch was a bustling crossroads of travel and 
trade, sizeable enough to have a Jewish synagogue. Paul and 
Barnabas went there to worship on the Sabbath, welcomed 
warmly as fellow children of Abraham, and Paul was invited 
to preach. Paul argued that Jesus was the culmination of God’s 
relationship with Israel and the world. This was revolutionary 
to his audience, so almost the entire town turned out the 
following week to hear more. But one group of Jews—
unwilling to believe that God might bless and accept unwor-
thy Gentiles—determined to silence the missionaries. Their 
oppression forced Paul and Barnabas to depart first from the 
synagogue, then from the town. 

When Paul and Barnabas left, it was not a “departure 
from” but a “departure to.” As they sought those hungry for 
the good news about Jesus, their new destination became not a 
place of greater familiarity and safety, but a place deeper into 
the unfamiliar, Gentile-rich region. The decision to leave was 
based not on fear, but on promise. 

When we face rejection and oppression, leaving may be 
the right thing to do. However, our motivation and destination 
must be examined in light of God’s call on our lives. Are we 
“departing from” or “departing to”?  

SONG: Leaving All to Follow Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy God, when I leave, may I 

move forward from your purpose and direction, and not from 
my fears. 

—Dwight Roblyer 
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Thursday 
August 11 Escaping in the Nick of Time 

BIBLE READING: Acts 14:1-7  
If Paul and Barnabas had waited only a bit longer to leave 
Iconium, their first missionary journey might have been their 
last. They were bold, courageous men—preaching to inter-
ested ears and hungry hearts. The validity of their message 
was punctuated by Spirit-empowered signs and miracles 
among the townsfolk. Luke tells us that a large number of 
people believed the good news of Jesus Christ and half of the 
town was in favor of Paul and Barnabas remaining. However, 
others felt that they should leave, convinced by a small group 
that saw them as threats to traditional privilege and power. 
Incited by hateful lies, the crowd became a lynch mob. When 
the two missionaries learned of the mob, the Spirit said, “Go, 
now!” and they fled for safety. 

Wouldn’t it have been safer if Paul and Barnabas had 
simply bypassed Iconium? They must have known that influ-
ential, troublemaking leaders resided there, just as in Pisidian 
Antioch. But Paul and Barnabas allowed the Spirit to deter-
mine where they would go, how long they would stay, and 
whether they would live or die in that place. Without their 
faithful obedience, the church at Iconium would have never 
been the mighty force it later became in the ancient world. 

Can we learn to trust radically in God’s direction and 
not to turn from a challenging, even dangerous, task? How 
bold is our faith? Will we stay put under daunting circum-
stances until the Spirit says it is time to escape? 

SONG: Hosanna (You Are the God Who Saves Us) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Gracious Lord, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit, let me know when it is time to boldly stay 
and when it is time to escape. 

—Dwight Roblyer 


