
Deborah Robinson 

As the Director of Alumni and Parent Relations at Malone University, 
my role is to clearly communicate the mission of Malone and to 
celebrate the intentional and diverse ways our alumni, faculty, staff 
and students are carrying out the mission of serving the church, 
community and world. My job is all about people. I listen to their 
stories and I share them with others and it is truly a labor of love. 

I live in North Canton, Ohio, with my husband, Ron and son, David, 
who is a junior at Malone. Our other children are Ron Jr. and his 
wife, Jenni, and Charlann and her husband, John, and three grand-
children, Chloe, Ella and Wesley John. 

I have been challenged as I have studied these seven parables of 
Jesus and hope that these brief thoughts on the spiritual truth 
expressed in each one are helpful and bring encouragement to you, 
too. 
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Sunday 
July 24 Following the Leader 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 15:3-14 
Every spring a pair of ducks returns to build its nest in the 
courtyard of the Johnson Center at Malone University. We 
enjoy watching as the ducklings hatch and follow the mama 
duck around the courtyard like a little parade. 

When it is time for the ducks to leave, however, there is 
a problem. The ducklings are unable to fly over the building 
surrounding them. Our facilities team places plywood, like 
bumpers on a bowling lane, from the courtyard door to the 
main exit. The mama duck heads for the open door and leads 
her family down the path to safety in the bushes outside until 
all are ready to fly away. 

In today’s Bible reading, Jesus warns the multitudes 
about the danger of following hypocritical leaders. The Phari-
sees had mastered the rituals of tradition and feigned devotion 
but had no love for the people they were “leading.” 

In John 15, Jesus tells us abide in him. We abide by 
studying his Word and learning to live in his presence. Paul 
challenged his disciples, “Follow my example, as I follow the 
example of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).  

We find great comfort and hope in knowing that wher-
ever Jesus leads, he knows the way and provides our every 
need. Our coworkers, neighbors, family, and friends watch as 
we handle life’s challenges. When we remain hopeful, we 
have a testimony to share with those struggling with obstacles 
in their path or who do not yet know Christ. 

SONG: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help us to follow 

closely after you. Increase our hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness. Open our eyes to the needs and hurts of those around us 
and give us courage to share your words of comfort and hope. 

—Deborah Robinson 
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Monday 
July 25 Missing the Point 

BIBLE READING: Luke 18:9-14 
While assisting a fellow teacher one afternoon, I watched her 
students hurriedly flip through their Bibles to discover the 
topic of the day. They were to find six verses, locate the sev-
enth letter in each verse and fill in the blanks to spell the 
mystery word. A boy with advanced reading skills finished 
first. He stood up, waved his paper in the air and taunted the 
others shouting, “I found humble – nya-nya nya-nya nyaaa 
nyaaa!”  

Like this arrogant young student, the Pharisee in Jesus’ 
parable completely missed the point. Oswald Chambers 
wrote, “The revelation of our spiritual standing is what we ask 
in prayer; sometimes what we ask is an insult to God; we ask 
with our eyes on the possibilities or on ourselves, not on Jesus 
Christ.” 

To pray aright, we must acknowledge that we cannot 
achieve righteousness through any human efforts. If our 
prayers are filled with boastful words, empty promises, and 
attempts to justify our activity or inactivity, we will not hear 
God’s still, small voice. In the love chapter, Paul writes, “If I 
speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal” (1 Corin-
thians 13:1). 

True prayer produces greater humility in us and in-
creases our love for others. In heartfelt, penitent prayer we 
touch God’s heart and are changed by his unconditional love.  

SONG: What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, I need you. Forgive me 

for all of the ways I miss your heart and follow my own ways. 
Forgive me for judging others instead of loving them. Please 
help me to love better and to walk humbly with you every 
day. 

—Deborah Robinson 
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Tuesday 
July 26 Smart Fiber 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 9:14-17 
Scientists have designed smart fibers that are able to detect 
and emit sounds and thin enough to be woven into a wearable 
material. Smart shirts made with these fibers send wireless 
transmissions about the location and vital signs of the wearer. 
This product has the potential for many positive applications 
such as support in athletic training, and for monitoring post 
operative patients, the elderly, and first responders in hazard-
ous situations. 

Like new cloth on an old garment, change is a smart 
fiber for us all. How we handle change reveals our heart’s 
condition. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were so totally 
invested in the system of the law they missed the celebration 
when the day of grace arrived. They rejected the glorious 
Bridegroom of Heaven in their midst and dismissed his an-
nouncement that the kingdom of God was at hand. 

It has been said that the most ardent opposition to the 
next “new wave” in ministry comes from those invested in the 
last “new wave.” Mature Christians are called to nurture and 
mentor younger Christians. If we resist changes just because 
they are new and different, we may drive the next generation 
out of our churches and miss a new season of grace and bless-
ing. If we keep our hearts open and follow the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, we can guard the vital truths of the past while 
embracing new ministry opportunities for the present.  

Change is a smart fiber. 

SONG: Purify My Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you for your 

grace and mercy. Thank you for the joy that we find in your 
presence. Help us open our hearts to your plans and your 
people. Help us to recognize where you are leading and  
follow you with expectant and grateful hearts. 

—Deborah Robinson 
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Wednesday 
July 27 Iridescence 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:13-16 
Pilots flying over the forests of Latin America have identified 
large groups of blue morpho butterflies warming themselves 
in the sunlight above the treetops. With wingspans of five to 
eight inches, blue morphos are among the largest butterflies in 
the world. Their vivid blue coloring is produced by micro-
scopic scales on the wings that reflect light. The underside of 
their wings is a dull brown color with eyespots and provides 
camouflage against predators when the butterfly’s wings are 
closed.  

Too often, we are tempted to live like butterflies with 
closed wings. We hide within the comfortable circles of our 
friends and church groups. Hidden light does no good. In the 
parables of salt and light, Jesus teaches us that we are to im-
pact and invade secular society. Salt may not be visible but 
adds flavor. Both salt and light must give of themselves in 
order to make a difference. 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, 
who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:17-18, NIV 2011). In verse 
18, the word contemplate may also be translated “reflect.” The 
brilliant color of the blue morpho is the result of the light 
hitting the wing interacting with the light that is being re-
flected off of the wing. When we absorb and reflect Jesus, the 
Light of the World, we become light bearers for all around us. 

SONG: Here I Am to Worship 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, Thank you for the gift 

of your Son, Jesus. Help me to shine his light in the darkness 
around me. 

—Deborah Robinson  
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Thursday 
July 28 

 
Persistence 

BIBLE READING: Luke 18:1-8 
Our daughter Charlann loved preschool and all things pink. 
When she saw the little pink pills the doctor had prescribed 
for me, she decided she wanted one too. I told her they were 
medicine for my cough and sent her away to play. For the 
next hour, Charlann returned to my side over and over 
“coughing” loudly. I gave her water and a children’s cough 
drop but I never gave her a pink pill. I finally threatened to 
put her in bed for the rest of the day since she was sick and 
that put an end to her “coughing” spells. 

In today’s parable, Jesus uses contrast to stress the im-
portance of persistence in prayer. As a woman, the widow had 
no rights in her culture and no husband to petition for her. We 
are joint heirs with Christ. She had no access; we have open 
access. She sought justice from an unjust judge, but we re-
ceive mercy from the Perfect Judge.  

Jesus shared this with his disciples just before his trium-
phal entry. They would need the power of prayer in the days 
and years ahead.  

Prayer is for our benefit not God’s. We pray in order to 
develop a deep and intimate relationship with God. He is a 
loving Father who is always working for our good. Prayer 
tunes our minds and hearts to his voice and opens our eyes to 
his ways. Even when God does not answer in the time frame 
we would like or in the way we want, we learn to trust that he 
always does what is best for us. 

SONG: Jesus I Am Resting, Resting 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you that you 

lovingly meet my every need. Even when I cannot see your 
hand at work, I will trust you. Help me to persist in prayer 
and to grow in faith until you return. 

—Deborah Robinson 
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Friday 
July 29 The Other Brother 

BIBLE READING: Luke 15:25-32 
When he was a toddler, our son Ron loved to climb up on the 
couch in front of the large picture window and watch for his 
dad to come home. When the car pulled into the driveway, 
Ron would squeal with delight, “He’s home, he’s home!” 
Years later, as Ron drove off alone for the first time, the role 
was reversed and my husband and I watched impatiently out 
the window for his safe return.  

The elder brother in this parable lives at home but is 
still alienated from his father. Outwardly, his actions are those 
of a loving and obedient son, but in rebuking his father he 
reveals a heart filled with jealousy, bitterness, and self right-
eous anger. He has not learned to accept and enjoy his father’s 
love.  

I am too often like that elder brother. I know that God is 
love but still cannot believe he loves me. I strive to perform in 
order to prove my worth. Spiritual activities, no matter how 
well intentioned, will never take the place of fellowship with 
the Father. Keeping busy may provide an escape from the 
emptiness, but eventually I burn out and my resentful, jeal-
ous, and judgmental thoughts reveal the sad condition of my 
heart. 

Jesus told this parable to teach us that God’s love is 
unconditional and extravagant. No matter what we do or how 
far we stray, God is lovingly watching for us to come to our 
senses and come home.  

SONG: Lord I Give You My Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you for your 

unfathomable, unconditional love. Please help me accept and 
enjoy your love, enjoy my place in your family and share the 
good news with those around me. 

—Deborah Robinson 
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Saturday 
July 30 Watching and Serving 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 24:45-51 
Why is it that the onset of seasons and holidays makes us 
pensive? Is it because we  

…realize that a particular measure of time or season of life 
has lapsed? 
…hope to avoid making the same mistakes? 
…desire to do better? 
…have just enough of a hiccup in the normal routine to make 
space for pondering?  

My hunch is that it is all of the above. 
We creatures of earth unhappily endure the limits of 

time and space. We chafe against the rub of such limits be-
cause we intuitively sense we are creatures destined for a 
limitless eternity. In the Incarnation, God willingly imposed 
these same limits upon himself so that you and I may have a 
new life with him and enjoy his indwelling presence. In God, 
each moment pulses with overwhelming significance.  

What is God doing around me? 
Who am I to touch for God? 
What am I to say for God? 
Who am I to lovingly gaze upon for God? 
How can I extend God’s hand of justice?  
Where can I throw myself into the river of God’s grace and love?  

These are not chores to be put off or grudgingly com-
pleted for a harsh master. As an ambassador of the King of 
Kings, I am to represent his kingdom until he returns. What a 
joyful existence! “Thanks be to God for his indescribable 
gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15). 

SONG: Every Day with Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you that your 

kingdom is open to us here and now. Help me to live so fully 
in step with your plans and purposes that others are drawn to 
you and join us in the kingdom. 

—Deborah Robinson 


