
Maurice Roberts

After retiring a few years ago from the staff of Anthem (Friends) Church 
in Hayden, Idaho, I began to focus some of my time as a mentor to 
young men. I frequently meet one-on-one to discuss “what’s happening 
now” in his life. Hopefully it is a help to him, but I come away each 
time with a renewed sense that God is surely at work. All the issues 
are about relationships (i.e. marriage, parenting, finances, purity, and 
certainly their relationship with God). For several years I have been an 
Evangelical Friends Mission coach for one of the international leaders.

My writings this week are about a saga that involved a potential loss 
for me, a lesson about priorities, and a gift of grace. By changing the 
circumstances, perhaps it could be you.

With Peggy, my wife of sixty years, I have lived in Hayden since shortly 
after the turn of this century. We have one daughter and a grandson 
nearby, but the rest of our family lives hundreds of miles away. (Thus, 
long driving trips—the latest one being five thousand miles for a family 
reunion and visiting four national parks.) The absence of more family 
nearby makes it valuable to have a local church family who can meet 
the need for fellowship. Do you do this for others—or do you need this 
from others? The photo is taken at the rim of the Grand Canyon.
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Sunday
January 28 Hiding the Word

BIBLE READING: Psalm 119:10–16

What would you do if you lost your Bible? You probably have 
another one in your home, so no big deal. Years ago, Peggy and 
I spent twelve months with a mission agency in Sudan, a war-
torn country in sub-Saharan Africa. One of my challenges was 
to go into the men’s maximum security prison weekly to lead 
a Bible study with some guys who understood enough English 
and who were interested in studying. We met in the court-
yard under a shelter from the blazing sun. Occasionally I was 
stopped at the outside gate with the explanation that a hang-
ing was taking place that day and I couldn’t enter. I sometimes 
wondered how I would react or respond if a fight erupted. Or 
worse, if I was detained and my Bible was taken away.

This prompted me to be more diligent to hide God’s 
Word in my heart so I could recall the precious promises if I 
didn’t have my hard copy. I took on the discipline of memo-
rizing a small section each week, adding it to ones previously 
memorized. By the end of our year, I had a goodly amount of 
Scripture memorized, but I confess that it slowly faded without 
this continual discipline.

I have carried the same Bible with me wherever I go, at 
home or abroad, over the past thirty-two years. Until the other 
day. Then I lost it—thirty-two years of underlining and mar-
ginal notes, to say nothing of a myriad of personal notes that 
I carried inside the cover. I was flooded with a sense of panic.

Query: How would you replace your Bible if you lost it?

SONG: The B-I-B-L-E (Yes, that’s the book for me.)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, it is amazing 

how your faithful servants recorded their experiences and 
divine insights to preserve truth and hope for the ages.

—Maurice Roberts
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Monday
January 29 Lost and Found

BIBLE READING: Exodus 20:1–6

I lost my Bible. I knew exactly what happened. I had laid it on 
the top of the car while I carried some stuff to the trash recep-
tacle beside the garage. Then I got into the car and drove away, 
ironically, to one of my mentoring Bible studies.

Upon getting to the house, I reached across the seat of the 
car to get my Bible and knew immediately what I had done. My 
friend and I backtracked six miles, searching for any evidence 
that it had survived the traffic. It was a rainy day, so the chances 
of it being intact were questionable.

I texted our children and grandchildren, asking them to 
pray. It was a sleepless night. During the night, I was reminded 
of the book Counterfeit Gods by Timothy Keller. I began to an-
alyze if I might be placing more emphasis on the book I had 
lost than on my relationship with the author of the book. Keller 
says anything that becomes more important than God himself 
is close to becoming an idol. I supposed I could live without 
this particular copy of the Bible.

I was troubled about the inconvenience this was going to 
cause me. I had marginal notations and loose notes; were they 
more important than the Word itself? I refocused my prayer—
not for the miracle of recovering my Bible, but that someone 
who might find it would be drawn to read it. I had the Word 
embedded in my heart; I could start over with a new print copy.

Query: Am I as concerned for the spiritual need of the 
other person as I am for my own convenience?

SONG: Blessed Be Your Name
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, the theme of the 

entire Bible is you. We are blessed to read about your plan 
from the time of creation until today, and that it invites us 
into a personal relationship with you.

—Maurice Roberts
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Tuesday
January 30 No Other Gods

BIBLE READING: Psalm 86:11–13

Continuing the story from yesterday, the next morning—as an 
act of due diligence—we posted a message on Facebook in case 
someone might retrieve the Bible and recognize the posting. I 
took another Bible off the shelf and tried to concentrate on my 
day’s devotional study. The Scripture worked, but I recalled 
that this particular passage was one where I had previously 
made a marginal notation. What was my notation? It bugged 
me that all those personalized notes were lost, but I continued 
to pray for the person who might find my Bible. Maybe they 
would be motivated and want to read it.

My name was imprinted on the cover and some papers 
identified my church, so I hoped that the one recovering the 
Bible might choose to call the church. Another day passed. The 
weekly Nickel’s Worth paper would be coming out in a few 
days, and I wrote out a message for the “Lost & Found” section. 
I continued to focus my prayer that the Bible would be a bless-
ing no matter whose hands it was in.

To quote Tim Keller again: “A counterfeit god is anything 
so central and essential to your life that, should you lose it, 
your life would feel hardly worth living.” I did not worship 
this leather-bound book, so why couldn’t I just let it go? I’d lost 
other things and was able to do so.

Query: What things do you believe to be irreplaceable, 
and what would Jesus say about their importance to you?

SONG: Faith Is the Victory
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Almighty God, I celebrate the 

knowledge that through experience in your love and guidance 
for my life, even this is for my very best—even though I may 
sometimes question it.

—Maurice Roberts
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Wednesday
January 31 God’s Riches

BIBLE READING: Romans 11:6

Long ago I learned the definitions of grace and mercy. GRACE: 
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense—God’s unmerited favor that 
we receive what we don’t deserve. Mercy is God not giving 
us what we do deserve. When my Bible became lost, it was 
simply the result of my own carelessness. I would like to have 
received some grace in being able to find it lying right there in 
my driveway.

In a book titled Grace in Ungracious Places, Preston 
Gillham defines grace as “God’s determined effort to share his 
heart with you.” Preston is the nephew of a very close friend 
over many years, and while I have never met Preston, his uncle 
has lived that kind of life—sensitive to listen and share his 
heart with another.

I once lived through an experience in which I could 
have been in a heap of trouble were it not for grace that was 
extended with no questions asked. In actuality, it was God’s 
providential care, not that of another party, which provided the 
circumstance by which grace was granted. I really wanted to 
experience some grace again to cover my carelessness. But one 
doesn’t buy grace—that is not what grace is. Just like what Jesus 
did for each of us, we can’t do anything to earn salvation. As 
someone said, “Just fugitabout” trying to earn it.

Query: Are you tempted to expect God to make up by 
miraculous intervention what you lack as a result of poor or 
careless choices?

SONG: Wonderful Grace of Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, the richness you 

bestow on us through Jesus Christ is unfathomable in my 
mind. Thank you for my riches in him.

—Maurice Roberts
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Thursday
February 1 Ambassadorship

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20

I have been studying the book Renewing Your Mind with my 
mentee. The lesson when I lost my Bible was about one’s 
true sense of worth. The world fills us with a myriad of ways 
to fulfill our innate need to feel worthy. We often do this by 
comparing what we have, or who we are, with that of another 
person. Our individual talents or possessions or assets identify 
us from an outward perspective, but this isn’t who we are in 
terms of God’s value system.

I have had the privilege of knowing a United States 
ambassador, and have been his guest on two occasions in 
two different countries where he was serving. His position 
required knowledge and legal wisdom, but he could not 
represent his country without having the standing of integrity 
and trustworthiness that his country stands for. It wasn’t so 
much what he knew, but that he knew who he was: an official 
representative of his nation.

I became convicted that were I to find my lost Bible, it 
was not what would identify who I am. My identity would be 
determined by who I am in Christ, my personal relationship 
with the author. “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us.”

Query: Will who I am make a difference in someone else’s 
life?

SONG: How Great Is Our God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, it is humbling 

that your plan is to do your work through us. Thank you for 
gifting each of us with a confidence in letting you do this.

—Maurice Roberts
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Friday
February 2 Seek and Find

BIBLE READING: Luke 15:8–10

“Or suppose...”—Jesus’ words as he started another teaching in 
the what if category. A dear lady lost something very valuable 
to her. The lost coin was only one of ten that she had in her 
possession, so it wasn’t her last financial hope. The point was 
that she diligently searched, and she found it. Jesus was simply 
asking his listeners if they cared enough about a personal rela-
tionship with their Savior to intentionally want it and seek it.

I had done due diligence in looking for my lost Bible. 
On the third day during breakfast, the doorbell rang. The man 
asked if I was Maurice Roberts and if I had lost a Bible. He 
had found it in the street, badly soaked. He had taken it to his 
house, taken out all the loose notes and quotes and spread them 
out to dry. (He was quick to point out that he didn’t read any of 
my loose notes.) He had thumbed through the pages, those thin 
vellum pages, trying to keep them from drying against each 
other where they would stick together.

Then he went online and found where I live, and he 
delivered it to my door. The pages were badly crinkled, but none 
were torn. It reminded me of my heart when I come into God’s 
presence—again—to confess a weakness and to be restored. 
There may be wounds that leave a scar, but my heart is still 
intact. Each day when I open my Bible to read, I can’t help but 
be reminded that forgiveness allows recovery and restoration. 
The wound will heal, though the scars may still show.

Query: What can you celebrate today that was lost and is 
now found?

SONG: I Found It All (Collingsworth Family)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord God, for 

friends, known and unknown, who bless us with kindness and 
caring. Help us to live out the Great Commission with hearts 
of gratitude.

—Maurice Roberts
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Saturday
February 3 Guaranteed Inheritance

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:13b–14

“It’s not worth the paper it’s written on.” This idiom found in 
The Free Dictionary is the assessment that would be made of 
something we think to be untrustworthy. In a guarantee, there 
is sometimes small print that states the circumstances under 
which it would be voided. Ephesians 1:14 offers wonderful as-
surance and security in Christ.

Before the thirty-two years during which I had toted my 
trusty Bible around, I used The Living Bible version of Scripture. 
Outlined in bold markings, the above verse says, “His presence 
within us is God’s guarantee that he really will give us all that 
he has promised; and the Spirit’s seal upon us means that God 
has already purchased us and that he guarantees to bring us to 
himself.”

God’s promise is one to take to the bank, that when we 
lean on Scripture as truth, not to be changed by succeeding 
opinion or circumstance or generation, we are assured and 
guaranteed of our inheritance. The end to this week’s devo-
tional thoughts comes to this: Be cautious about whether the 
Word is lost or found in terms of truth, and don’t be like Pilate 
who said, “What is truth?”

Query: What is truth for you in terms of eternity?

SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy Is the Lord God Almighty
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, we know that to expect 

you to grant all we want would be selfish. I want to live close 
to you so that my desire is your desire for me.

—Maurice Roberts


