
Arthur O. Roberts 

Arthur Roberts, a recorded Friends minister, resides with Fern, his 
wife of nearly 70 years, at the Friendsview Retirement Community 
in Newberg, Oregon. A longtime professor at George Fox University 
(retired from active teaching since 1988), he continues scholarly 
ministry by writing books and articles, by mentoring graduate stu-
dents, and by enjoying family: their children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. Woodworking has been a hobby, and he has 
crafted many clocks, walking sticks, and talking sticks. He has also 
restored furniture, such as the old Greenleaf Friends meetinghouse 
pulpit pictured above. 

For 15 retirement years, Fern and Arthur resided on the Oregon 
Coast, where interest in birds intensified. For several of these 
years, Arthur served on the city council and as mayor of Yachats. 

Books by Arthur Roberts published by Barclay Press include Through 
Flaming Sword, The Sacred Ordinary, Messengers of God, Drawn by 
the Light, and more. 
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Sunday 
March 17 Leaving the Nest 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 91  
“He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you 
will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and 
rampart” (v. 4). 

Gertrude and Joe are seagulls living in Yachats on the 
Oregon coast, their nest sheltered by the chimney of a 
neighbor’s house. One spring a fledgling emerged from the 
nest. We watched the birds bring food and transfer it beak to 
beak down the hungry chick’s throat. He grew rapidly, his 
plumage changed. One day the parents decided Junior should 
learn to fly. First dad soared down to the beach and looked 
back. Then mom walked to the roof edge and called to Junior, 
who ambled down from the ridge. They walked back and forth 
a bit. Then mom flew to her mate. “C’mon, Junior, you can do 
it!” Well, he paced a bit but returned to the nest. Jumping off 
seemed too scary! So Joe went hunting and Gertrude flew back 
to “cover the frightened youngster under her wings.” The next 
day another attempt. Same result. But the following morning 
Junior flapped wings, jumped off, and flew to cheering 
parents. After a few flights along the beach, they returned to 
the roof. Some months later Junior went his own way, 
returning occasionally before settling down elsewhere. 

Transitioning to adulthood is difficult for youth in 
human families, especially in our stormy culture. “Leaving 
the nest” requires patience, courage, faith, and love. 

SONG: Under His Wings 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for youth in your 

community who are transitioning to adult life. 
—Arthur O. Roberts 



92 

Monday 
March 18 V Formation and Synergy 

BIBLE READING: Galatians 6:2-5  
Carrying each other’s burdens and faithfully sharing tasks in 
our common life is the theme of today’s Scripture. Geese 
flying in formation illustrate the principle. 

Geese have been often maligned. “Silly goose,” for 
example, connotes superficiality. The verb goose connotes 
poking someone indecently. Well, geese do chase people who 
get in their way. They damage crops and mess up golf courses. 
However, if you’ve watched a flock of Canadian geese in V 
formation flight, you view them differently. Beating wings 
benefit ones down the line. Cooperative action conserves 
energy for individuals and benefits the group. Geese rotate 
leadership and position for mutual advantage. They blend 
communal responsibility with spousal faithfulness (geese 
mate for life). They exemplify the meaning of “common-
wealth.” Geese affirm the dynamic principle of synergy: the 
total effect of interaction is greater than the sum of its parts. 
Flying in formation makes sense.  

People could profit from this example. Reflect on all the 
things that ease your life that depend upon skills of others—
from silverware to software. Pride, greed, fear, and jealousy 
mar human communities. The social order must demonstrate 
synergy to function effectively. This is so for nations, 
businesses, churches, and families. Geese flying in formation 
illustrate kingdom principles: carrying one’s own load, 
sharing leadership, and bearing each others’ burdens. 
Christian synergy means working together for the good of all.  

SONG: More Like the Master 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Ask the Lord to help you 

discern folks who need assistance or encouragement and how 
to respond effectively.  

—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Tuesday 
March 19 Learning from Crows 

BIBLE READING: Luke 12:22-26  
Ravens, mentioned in our text, were considered unclean in 
the Old Testament, probably because they will eat anything 
including carrion when they are hungry enough (hence the 
word ravenous). But the Lord who feeds these low-caste 
creatures will surely care for us. Noah sent a raven to check 
the flood situation, and God sent ravens to feed Elijah who 
was hiding from wicked king Ahab. 

Ravens are large-sized members of the bird family, most 
of whom we know as crows. Crows are intelligent, communal, 
garrulous, and self-confident (hence the idiom “nothing to 
crow about”). If a crow spots a hawk intruding nesting 
territory, it makes a certain call; quickly dozens of crows 
swarm in to harass the invader and drive it away. 

While living at our beach house, my wife Fern made 
friends with a crow and put food for it by a tree. At first the 
crow caw-cawed loudly for friends to come and feast. But the 
seagulls swarmed in and took over the party. So the wily bird 
found more subtle ways to summon the group. If Fern was 
late, her crow friend would perch above the kitchen window, 
peering in to remind her, “Time for breakfast!” 

“Ask, seek, knock, and you will find,” Jesus admonishes 
us in Matthew 7. Let’s learn from crows to be both smart and 
persistent, to trust our Creator, and to share life’s good things 
with others.  

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Praise the Lord for basic needs 

met. Discern appropriate ways to share. 
—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Wednesday 
March 20 On Eagle Wings 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 40:30-31 
Eagles symbolize strength and glory (the bald eagle in the 
United States, for example) and have served as an icon in 
pagan worship. The greatest numbers of eagles live in the 
Northwest, especially Alaska. They thrive on fish. Eagle 
feathers are so cherished that they are banned in commercial 
sales, although Native Americans can possess them. Who 
among us has not enjoyed watching eagles soar? I’m glad 
they’re protected from poachers!  

In a farm area not far from our home, someone erected a 
pole close to a power line—not connected—just standing by 
the road. On top is an eagle’s nest. Maybe a utility company 
got tired of power outages when nests were built on their 
poles, or perhaps some farmer enjoys watching eagles soar 
and offered them a safer home site. We’re glad the pole is 
there, a home for nesting eagles. 

God’s words in Isaiah comfort us older folks. And even 
youth get tired—maybe not just physically, but emotionally, 
spiritually. But those who hope in the Lord not only renew 
strength, but soar on eagle wings! Not flap around like a 
chicken, but soar! Spiritual exuberance! Joy! Ecstasy! I don’t 
know about you, but I could use a bit of eagle power now. Old 
age saps physical strength. I can cope with that, but cultural 
shallowness and a climate of religious indifference depress 
my spirit.  

SONG: All the Way My Savior Leads Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, renew my strength.  

Help me soar again!  
—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Thursday 
March 21 Even the Sparrow 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 84:2-4  
“Even the sparrow” finds a home in God’s house, our text 
reads. Sparrows are at the bottom of the avian social order. 
Idaho farmers considered sparrows to be pests who ate their 
grain. We boys could shoot them with our air rifles, but better 
not bother the robins! In the Depression era similarly, “decent 
folks” denigrated certain others as “poor white trash.” Jesus’ 
reminder that “the least” have a place at God’s altar is 
pertinent now in our current culture. Judgment will follow 
failure to acknowledge this. In China some sixty years ago, 
Mao Zedong initiated a campaign against “Four Pests”—
mosquitoes, rats, flies, and sparrows. Citizens were rewarded 
for destroying them. In a couple of years, sparrows were 
almost extinguished. But it was a hollow victory, for locusts 
and other insects, once kept in check by sparrows, destroyed 
rice crops and (along with deforestation and other ecological 
imbalances) contributed to a major famine that took millions 
of lives.  

How about the world’s “working poor”? Like sparrows 
they deserve a fair share of the grain. They merit justice, not 
just compassion. “The generous will themselves be blessed, 
for they share their food with the poor” (Proverbs 22:9). “As 
you have done it unto the least of these,” said Jesus, “you 
have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40 paraphrased). Like 
sparrows the poor among us also need a home in God’s house. 

SONG: His Eye Is on the Sparrow 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for persons you know who 

are struggling financially, and pray for fairer economic 
systems. 

—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Friday 
March 22 Chicken Love 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 23:37 
I don’t know how the word chicken came to connote 
cowardliness. Experience as a farm lad taught me how fiercely 
protective a mother hen can be. Trying to get eggs from under 
a brooding hen risked pecked hands. Ouch! And when a 
hungry hawk circled the farmyard, hoping to swoop down 
and snatch chicks scratching in the dusty pen, how the hen 
squawked to summon them and tuck them under her wings! 
(Yes, our chickens were “free range,” and as a lad, I even had 
a pet chicken who rode around on my shoulder.) 

Well, our children and youth are not experienced 
enough to discern dangerous situations or persons. That’s why 
home is a sort of nest. Sometimes kids rebel from parental 
care and are snatched up by Satan, the hawk. Rebellious 
people of every age often spurn God’s shelter: “Thanks, God, 
but we can manage.” Adults, especially “successful” ones, are 
vulnerable to self-deception and can be lured into sin. (The 
news venders eagerly headline such stories.) “All have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) reads a 
familiar Bible verse. Remind yourself of this. It’s okay for you 
city folks, who never see live chickens, to picture God as a 
mother hen and us as chicks protected from the hawks. 
Humbling, isn’t it? 

SONG: Open My Eyes, That I May See 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You might recall some dumb 

and sinful things you would rather forget. Thank the Lord for 
forgiveness and sheltering care. 

—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Saturday 
March 23 Like a Dove 

BIBLE READING: John 1:32-34 
Doves are smaller members of the very large pigeon family of 
birds. Throughout history pigeons have served as messengers. 
During wartime some carrier pigeons were even decorated for 
heroism in delivering crucial and timely information to 
troops. Racing pigeons is a sport enjoyed by some people. 
Other folks dislike the discarded racers who mess up their 
decks, and city officials don’t show much enthusiasm for the 
birds.  

But pigeons and doves are God’s creatures too, so let’s 
get a biblical picture. It was a dove that returned to the ark 
with an olive branch in its beak (a leaf, actually) to inform 
Noah the flood had receded and a new life could begin—a 
herald of good news. In the poetry of the Song of Solomon, the 
dove symbolizes a beautiful and cherished loved one. The 
gospel writers used the imagery to depict the Messianic 
anointing of Jesus: the Holy Spirit alighting upon Jesus like a 
dove symbolizes spiritual commissioning and peace. Consider 
the bird to be God’s messenger pigeon! 

It would be good if Christians could, in mind and 
experience, keep both the baptizing power with the Holy 
Spirit and peacemaking together. Let the dove be a symbol for 
both personal and social renewal. In the words of an Isaac 
Watts’ hymn, “Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, with all thy 
quickening powers; kindle a flame of sacred love in these cold 
hearts of ours.” 

SONG: Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for a spiritual awakening 

in our land. 
—Arthur O. Roberts 


