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Arthur O. Roberts is professor-at-large at George Fox University, 
Newberg, Oregon, where he began teaching in 1953 following 
completion of Ph.D. in church history at Boston University. He is 
a recorded Friends minister who has ministered as pastor, pro-
fessor, and author.  

In Through Flaming Sword, Arthur presents a 
spiritual biography of George Fox and takes a 
close look at Fox’s legacy. Other books include 
Drawn by the Light (autobiographical), Mes-
sengers of God, Look Closely at the Child,  
Exploring Heaven, Prayers at Twilight, and The 
Sacred Ordinary. Arthur and his wife, Fern, live 
at Friendsview Retirement Community in New-
berg, Oregon. They have three children, eight 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 

Citations for this week are from The Journal of George Fox  
(ed. John L. Nickalls, New York: Cambridge Press, 1952); and 
from “The Epistles” in Hall and Joan Worthington’s online col-
lection of Quaker writings, The Missing Cross to Purity 
(www.hallvworthingtom.com/MissingCross.html). 
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Sunday 
May 27 The Harvest White 

Bible Reading: John 4:34-38 
This week’s devotions feature rural metaphors used by George 
Fox, leader of the seventeenth century Quaker awakening. 
Wrote Fox, “I saw the harvest white, and the Seed of God  
lying thick in the ground, and none to gather it, and for this I 
mourned with tears” (Nickalls, p. 21). 

What a powerful word picture! Most of us aren’t farm-
ers, but we appreciate rural scenes. We enjoy driving through 
the countryside to view fields brown in winter, green in 
spring, light-hued in late summer and fall. The biblical text 
Fox drew upon contains Jesus’ words: “Say not ye, There are 
yet four months, and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto 
you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are 
white already to harvest” (John 4:35 KJV, emphasis added). 
[Newer versions use “ready,” a functional but less colorful 
equivalent. How about gold?] At this writing, drooping barley 
heads in nearby fields glisten brightly in the sun, ready for 
reaping—waiting. It would be sad, indeed, if the farmer just 
sat in the house watching football on television while fall 
storms destroyed the crop! 

Fox and associates heeded Jesus’ call. Within a few dec-
ades they gathered a hundred thousand people to the Lord—
earnest seekers, wounded folks, disillusioned soldiers, schol-
ars seeking authentic Christianity. 

SONG: Lord of the Harvest 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray that God will raise up 

youth who, like Fox on Pendle Hill, envision a people to be 
gathered to the Lord and have the will and skill to do so. 

—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Monday 
May 28 The Seed of God 

BIBLE READING: Acts 3:24-26 
Fox employs the word seed (following older Bible versions) to 
depict human offspring throughout the world who are brought 
into God’s kingdom through Christ. In the following admoni-
tions, George Fox links the Genesis portrayal of humanity’s 
fall into sin (Genesis 3) with the Abrahamic covenant. He  
affirms the promise (noted in our Bible reading) that “all the 
people of the world will be blessed” (Acts 3:25) through the 
incarnate Christ. 

Epistle 130 reads: “Know the seed, which is Christ, to 
which the promise of God is; that you may all witness the 
seed of the woman to bruise the serpent’s head in everyone of 
you” (emphasis added).  

Epistle 92 reads: “To all the seed of Abraham, who suf-
fer for denying the world’s customs, and because they cannot 
hold up the corrupt priesthood that is therein; or for testifying 
against the world, that the works thereof are evil.” Early 
Friends suffered persecution. Three were hanged in Boston 
three hundred and fifty years ago. 

Let theologians ponder theories of evil. Having looked 
within ourselves, we understand experientially the ser- 
pent’s sneaky ways! We praise God for forgiving our sins and 
cleansing our hearts. A quick news scan reveals how sin, 
much like a virus, gets embedded in social structures, corrupt-
ing them and bringing violence and suffering. But don’t focus 
on evil. Focus on redemption! Christians are a covenant peo-
ple, and through their faithfulness, even through suffering and 
ridicule, truth and love to prevail. 

SONG: Redeemed 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for Christians who suffer 

persecution. May they persevere that through their faith, 
God’s kingdom will flourish. 

—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Tuesday 
May 29 Christ the Root 

BIBLE READING: Romans 11:17-18; Isaiah 11:9-11 
Root is another example of George Fox’s pastoral imagery. “Do 
not grow barren, but abiding in the root, you will spring up-
ward and bring forth much fruit in this life, and in the life to 
come inherit life eternal; and so your lives being hid with 
Christ in God, you will be made conformable to his image, 
and know the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
with him in his sufferings, and the fellowship with him in his 
death, so that you may have fellowship with him in his resur-
rection” (Epistle 306; emphasis added). 

In 1962, after a violent storm blew down our field of 
Italian plum trees, I lopped off the upper branches and re-set 
the trunks firmly in the soil. Then, using scion slips gathered 
from another variety (Brooks), I cleft-grafted them to the stubs, 
carefully matching cambium layers just under the outer bark 
so nourishment could circulate from the roots and up through 
the branches to the scion implants. After a few years, the re-
deemed orchard bore fruit. Steadily and quietly the rootstock 
had nurtured the growth.  

In our Bible reading from Romans, Paul—a Jew—likens 
us Gentiles to grafts onto God’s covenant. George Fox re-
affirms the insight that Christ is the root. New covenant peo-
ple, as John the Revelator proclaims, are drawn from “every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9, 
NASB). Around the world in our troubled century, may this 
human orchard, nourished by Christ the root, bear lots of fruit. 

SONG: We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Select persons in a culture 

other than your own and pray for them as brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Wednesday 
May 30 Victory of the Lamb 

BIBLE READING: John 1:29-30; Revelation 5:11-14 
Throughout history sheep have been important. Maybe your 
children, like our son, exhibited sheep at a state fair. Lambs 
are docile. Why did John the Baptist introduce Jesus as God’s 
lamb? Why did the writer of the Apocalypse use this gentle 
animal to depict a conquering Christ worshiped by the whole 
creation? This rustic picture is drawn from the Old Testament 
sacrificial system in which an unblemished lamb was slain to 
atone for human sins. Pagan society sacrificed children trying 
to placate deity, a practice God condemned when he substi-
tuted a ram for Abraham’s son Isaac (Genesis 22).  

Ponder Fox’s vigorous prose: “Dwell in patience and 
love to God, and one towards another; for the lamb must have 
the victory over them all, the wild beasts in the field or wil-
derness, who are in the fall from God. And though these 
beasts’ horns be ever so long, yet the lamb shall conquer 
them…The lamb has wisdom, the lamb has power; follow 
him, then you shall have His mind, wisdom, and patience; 
and in that you follow the spirit of truth, and are led by that…
in which there is life and peace” (Epistle 142). 

What does this vision of the victorious lamb mean for 
us? Well, sin’s “horns” may be sharp, but Christ, the sacrifi-
cial Lamb of God “takes away the sins of the world” (John 
1:29). In Jesus, love and truth overcome deceit and violence. 
Following Jesus—even through suffering—brings peace and 
joy.  

SONG: Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone? 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Be thankful for Christ’s  

triumph over sin. 
—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Thursday 
May 31 Armor of Light 

BIBLE READING: Romans 13:11-13 
Faith is often depicted as a shield. A parallel metaphor is  
armor. George Fox, drawing upon our text, writes: “Put on the 
armor of light, that with it you may be able to defend, and see, 
and walk, and stand against all the arrows and darts that are 
in the unrighteous world, and before they were, as children of 
the light, and children of the day, where the darkness is 
past” (Epistle 206). 

Darkness is a symbol for sin; light is a symbol for salva-
tion. (Literally, of course, people can sin in broad daylight or 
worship God at night.) When we don’t know something, how-
ever, we say, “I’m in the dark. Tell me about it.” And when 
instructed, “Oh, now I see.” Thus light signifies what is good. 
When folks sin, they try to cover it up, lest their wickedness 
come to light. We need light to read by and to keep from stum-
bling, or driving into a ditch, or getting clobbered by thugs. 
Truth, like light, protects from injury inflicted by others, or 
from one’s self. Like plants, we need light to mature and bear 
fruit. Similar to love, light brightens gloomy people and situa-
tions. Christ the Light is our armor. Early Friends called them-
selves children of the Light. I like that term, having used it in 
the title for my autobiography and for a musical that David 
Miller and I wrote about George Fox. Children of the Light—
it’s a good term for Christians. 

SONG: Lead Kindly Light 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: What unrighteous “arrows and 

darts” are aimed at you? Cynical friends? Salacious or greedy 
thoughts? Raise the armor of Light against them!  

—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Friday 
June 1 Children of the Light 

BIBLE READING: 1 John 1:6-8 
As I noted yesterday, early Friends dubbed themselves chil-
dren of the Light. Consider this passage from Fox’s Journal: 
“The children of the light love the light and walk in the light, 
but the children of darkness walk in the darkness and hate the 
light; and in them the earthly lusts and the carnal mind choke 
the Seed of faith, and that bringeth oppression of the Seed, 
and death over them. Oh, therefore mind the pure spirit of the 
everlasting God” (Nickalls, p. 60). 

Did you notice the interface of light and seed symbols? 
Christ, the Light within, is not only a defense against evil but 
also a positive, life-giving, nurturing force. Natural life de-
pends upon an external light source—the sun. Our spiritual 
life depends on an external light source—Christ. That’s why 
George Fox never used the phrase inner light (as some con-
temporary Quakers carelessly do). Early Friends understood 
that the source of spiritual nurture and growth comes from 
God and not from self, from Deo and not ego! They gladly and 
rightly acknowledged, in their minds and in their hearts, that 
the historic Jesus—crucified and risen—is the Christ of spiri-
tual faith. Joyfully affirm with me the words of our text: “If we 
walk in the light…we have fellowship with one another and 
the blood of Jesus, his Son [the sacrificial, conquering Lamb], 
purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 

SONG: Holy Ghost, with Light Divine 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Bring to the Lord troubling 

things that darken your life. 
—Arthur O. Roberts 
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Saturday 
June 2 Through Flaming Sword 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 3:22-24; 
1 Corinthians 15:20-24 

George Fox was filled with joy when God blazed into his soul 
with holy fire. In 1648, spiritual struggle over, he waxed ec-
static: “Now was I come up in Spirit, through the flaming 
sword, into the paradise of God. All things were new; and all 
the creation gave another smell unto me than before, beyond 
what words can utter. I knew nothing but pureness, inno-
cency, and righteousness, being renewed up into the image of 
God by Christ Jesus; so that I was come up to the state of 
Adam, which he was in before he fell…The Lord shewed me, 
that such as were faithful to him, in the power and light of 
Christ, should come up into that state in which Adam was 
before he fell…” (Nickalls, p. 27). 

My conversion experience carries memories of ecstasy 
and a scent of pine as I left the altar and walked joyously 
along Idaho’s Payette Lake. Later, when I discovered Fox’s 
testimony, I rejoiced. And the Lord put me onto a path of 
Quaker scholarship.  

Christ offers forgiveness and the ability to live right-
eously “in the power and light of Christ. Beware of “cheap 
grace,” but also of legalism and prescribed modes for sanctifi-
cation. Let the Holy Spirit lead you back into God’s garden—
body, mind, and spirit. Sometimes God’s summons to holi-
ness blares like a siren; at other times, he whispers gently as a 
breeze. If you hunger and thirst after righteousness, Jesus said 
you “will be filled” (Matthew 5:6). 

SONG: Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Open your heart to “the power 

and light of Christ.” 
—Arthur O. Roberts 


