
Christine Riffel Herbel 

Teaching youth Sunday school through the years, a few lessons seem 
to stick with me. They say if you want to learn something well, 
teach it. We’re familiar with Moses, Abraham, and Noah, but I’ve 
found more obscure people in the Bible who can teach us lessons 
just as valuable. This week I’ve purposely left out the name of the 
character I’m writing about. And even the Bible reading for the day 
won’t give it away. My point? To look beyond the who-it-was; to 
look to what that person did, or how bad he or she messed up, what 
the character did to overcome, and most importantly, how God used 
these people in spite of their shortcomings. The name of the person 
is printed after the prayer each day. 

Many youth today feel they have ruined their lives and wonder how 
God could ever use them. When we learn of the lives of some really 
rough characters in Scripture, and find out God still used them for 
his divine purposes, it makes youth—no matter what our age—realize 
there’s no giving up, no quitting. The Lord still yearns for us deeply. 

DeLayne and I have three sons: Landon, 18; Erich, 15; and Carson, 
12. Our work revolves around agriculture and education. This fall, 
we’re learning true faith as we experience what it’s like to send our 
firstborn off to college. I enjoy mountain climbing, hiking, travel, 
and baking artisan breads. We attend First Baptist Church of Dur-
ham, Kansas, and live on the family farm near Lehigh, Kansas. In the 
photo above, I’m standing with two friends on top of one of Colo-
rado’s 14,000-foot peaks. I’m on the right. 
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Sunday 
October 30 The Words of My Mouth 

BIBLE READING: John 1:29 
His father had an affair and he was born. Half-brothers came 
along and they didn’t want him inheriting family wealth, so 
they kicked him out. He was well-known for being the big guy 
you didn’t contend with. Intimidated, his brothers made sure 
he was far from them. Yet, all the while, the brothers seemed 
to know his location. Scriptures say, “He hung around with 
riffraff, worthless rebels.” He must have really stirred up 
smoke, for even without modern forms of communication, 
word got back of his whereabouts.  

Then the trouble began. Neighboring enemies attempted 
to take over the land God had given them. The elders gath-
ered, saying, “Go find him, if we are to save our way of life!”  

They found him in no time. He boldly stated, “You 
kicked me out and now you want me back? You must be in 
trouble.” He agreed to return, but only if he could be the 
army’s chief. They obliged his request. He prayed God would 
give the enemy to them in one fell swoop. Then he made the 
“stupid vow.” “If, Lord, you give me the victory, when I re-
turn home, the first thing to come out of my front door when I 
return home, I will offer up to you as a burnt sacrifice.” 

He won. God gave him victory. Returning home, tired 
from battle, but thrilled for his success, as he gladly ap-
proached his home gate, with tambourines, ribbons and danc-
ing, out came his one and only…daughter.  

A fool? Hardly. This man is mentioned hundreds of 
years later in the New Testament, listed along with the pillars 
of the faith. 

SONG: Saved by the Blood 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me choose my words 

wisely.  

(Jephthah - Judges 11)    —Christine Riffel Herbel 
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Monday 
October 31 Quiet, Humble Servant 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 54:6 
After years of training, her husband had taught their sons how 
to run a successful family business. It provided a comfortable 
living. Mother was happy and complete, all her needs met.  

Jesus needed her sons for another purpose. Scripture 
says he saw them mending their nets with their father and he 
called to them. With no questions asked, the two sons up and 
left ship, their father, their mother, their families, the business 
responsibilities, the income. 

What is mother feeling now? What about her daughters-
in-law and their families? Will the family business be able to 
continue without the two of them? Her life is completely 
upset with emotions churning! 

Jesus has just been crucified and they are about to bring 
him down. Who is listed as beholding afar off and ministering 
to Jesus? This same mother. There were no hard feelings from 
before when Jesus took her sons. She knew Jesus’ line of work 
trumped any commercial fishing business. She supported her 
sons’ decision; she supported Christ’s purpose. She is listed 
several times in the New Testament. We aren’t even sure of 
her name, but she remained faithful. She was an active mem-
ber of God’s team. 

SONG: Softly and Tenderly, Jesus Is Calling 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you said, “Mark my 

words, no one who sacrifices house, brothers, sisters, mother, 
father, children, land—whatever—because of me and the 
Message will lose out. They’ll get it all back, but multiplied 
many times…. And then the bonus of eternal life! This is once 
again the Great Reversal: Many who are first will end up last, 
and the last first.” (Mark 10:29-31, The Message) 
(Salome, wife of Zebedee, the mother  
of James and John; Matthew 4:21-22.)      —Christine Riffel Herbel  
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Tuesday 
November 1 Determination: Part 1 

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 9:11 
Today, she’d be the female firefighter, generous, not afraid to 
take charge, a change-maker.  

A man frequently passed by her house. She invited him 
in for a meal. She told her husband this man was doing God’s 
work. “Let’s build a small room for him and furnish it.” So it 
was built. 

The godly man’s servant asked how they could thank 
her. She needed no thanks. He told her next year she would 
bear a son. The couple was childless. In time, she and her 
husband had a son. When he was older and out helping in the 
fields, the son became ill. They took him back to her, and 
there, her son died in her lap. She took him to the small room, 
then she left. She was on a mission. 

“I must go at once to the man of God,” she told her 
husband. He questioned why she would go at that time. Not 
bothering to tell him that their son had just died, she said, 
“Don’t ask questions; I need to go right now. Trust me” (The 
Message). She and the servant set off. Imagine them speeding 
on horseback when she told the servant, “Hurry, don’t slow 
down unless I tell you to!” (NLT).  

The holy man saw her coming. She threw herself at his 
feet. He said to his servant trying to peel her away, “Leave her 
alone.” I find the next part intriguing. “She is deeply troubled, 
but the Lord has not told me what it is ” (emphasis mine). 
That statement tells me he had very close communication 
with God. Conclusion tomorrow…. 

SONG: God Hath Not Promised   
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me be focused and bold 

for you. I want to be on a mission for you.  
—Christine Riffel Herbel 
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Wednesday 
November 2 Determination: Part 2 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 62:6 
The holy man said he would stay back and ordered his ser-
vant to go to the boy in haste; he should not even stop to talk 
to passersby. Determined, the mother replied, “As surely as 
the Lord lives and you yourself live, I won’t go home unless 
you go with me” (NLT). This woman had incredible resolve! 
She was not leaving unless the holy man came, too.  

The servant went on ahead and laid the staff on the 
child’s face, but he remained lifeless. When the woman and 
the holy man arrived, he asked to go into the small room 
alone. There he lay on the child’s body, mouth to mouth, eyes 
to eyes, hands to hands, and prayed to God. He repeated the 
process. Then, in the Lord’s amazing power, God gave the 
boy’s body warmth! The son sneezed seven times and his eyes 
opened! He was alive! The holy man called to the woman to 
come see her son. Imagine what you would do if you saw your 
son regain living breath after sweeping so near death itself. 
With incredibly deep overwhelming gratitude, she bowed in 
humility before the prophet of God. Then what did she do? 
Not only strong and valiant in her faith and in her will to see 
things done, she also, with strength and might, took up her 
son in her arms and carried him downstairs! Remember, the 
passage says he was older. Wow.  

Do I have the determination, will, resolve, that no matter 
what happens, I will not wane, cower, or lose faith? As strong 
as any mighty woman listed in the history books of time, let 
this woman of faith be my unwavering example. 

SONG: The Solid Rock  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you are consistent, firm, 

solid, steadfast, untiring, resolute, unswerving. May I be as 
you are. 
(Shunammite woman; 2 Kings 4:8-36) 

—Christine Riffel Herbel 
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Thursday 
November 3 Riding the Fence 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 7:7; Revelation 3:16 
Little is known of him except he was wealthy. Early historians 
suggest he was an international merchant involved in the tin 
trade. But he was about to make a request that could make or 
break his career. Not just anyone entered Pilate’s palace ask-
ing for something, yet he went. His appeal required Pilate to 
seek more information before granting the request. Summon-
ing the centurion in charge of the latest trial in the city would 
take time. While waiting, did he and Pilate chat and make 
small talk? With his great standing, did they know each other 
from some previous business transactions? If so, it might 
explain how this man was able to so easily gain an audience 
with Pilate.  

He was a secret believer and “was himself waiting for 
the kingdom of God.” He was not in favor of the recent events 
that had taken place. A respected pillar of the community, a 
man who had worked a lifetime to achieve what he had, what 
would happen if he came out publicly as a disciple? Did he 
fear the consequences and controversy of making his faith 
public? The destruction of the life he and his family enjoyed? 

We each have to make the same decision. Looking at our 
spiritual commitment, who or what is our True Master? Am I 
sitting on a fence? In the secret courtroom of my heart, loving 
Jesus in private is just another way of despising him and 
esteeming him not. I want “lukewarm” only to be a setting on 
my washing machine, not a description of my spiritual condi-
tion. 

SONG: I’ll Tell the World That I’m a Christian  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: What you did for me on the 

cross was bold. Help me to be courageous, not lukewarm. 

(Joseph of Arimathea; Mark 15:42-46) 
—Christine Riffel Herbel 
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Friday 
November 4 The Forgotten Pot 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 1:3 
We’ve all done it. We walk into a room thinking about one 
thing, but on the way, we see a multitude of unfinished 
chores, so we stop to give them a few moments, and then 
realize we forgot what we originally intended to finish! Or, we 
easily misplace things: car keys, glasses, papers.  

In the New Testament, I discovered a woman who did 
not have a sterling past. Jesus knew that when he visited with 
her. He told her of heavenly things and she asked to be for-
given. In all her excitement for the promise of a new life, in 
that moment, she forgot something; her stone water pot. 

She unknowingly left it behind because her foremost 
thoughts were focused on the right thing. The jug didn’t mat-
ter. What made a difference was going back to her people to 
share the good news. She had her priorities right. 

Do I have that same enthusiasm to share with the world? 
Am I flexible, or is life too planned out, thus crushing any 
spontaneity? Does serendipity and excitement so rule my 
God-discoveries that I run to share them with the first person I 
meet? Am I too intimidated?  

I want to be like this woman—imperfect, yet forgiven, 
and dashing to share with others, even occasionally forgetting 
the task at hand to go spread Jesus’ saving grace. Lord, let me 
not forget that thrilling moment when I became your child. 
Let my enthusiasm grow and not wane! 

SONG: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: That I would be so excited 

about my faith that the dishes can sit and the dust collect a 
little on the furniture, but that another soul would become 
one of your children.  
(Woman at the well; John 4:28-30) 

—Christine Riffel Herbel 
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Saturday 
November 5 Whack! 

BIBLE READING: Luke 9:6 
Acting before we think is just a part of being human. We have 
to love this biblical character because so many times we are 
just like him. He was like a little child, always jumping ahead 
without considering the consequences.  

It was nearing the time of Jesus’ crucifixion and Jesus 
knew the pain just ahead. Jesus was with his disciples in the 
garden, when Judas and a detachment of soldiers came carry-
ing torches, lanterns, and weapons.  

After a brief conversation between the two groups and as 
the soldiers were about to grab Jesus, this man, in an attempt 
to protect Jesus, pulled his sword from its sheath and struck 
the chief priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. Malchus 
was the servant’s name. I wonder if this man had ever really 
used a sword in battle, or attempted to kill someone? 

Immediately, Jesus ordered the man, “Put back your 
sword. Do you think for a minute I’m not going to drink this 
cup the Father gave me?” Before this, Jesus told his disciples, 
“But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if 
you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one” (Luke 
22:36). Apparently, this man had listened to Jesus’ words.  

This man is an open example of our state of sinfulness 
or weakness which can be overcome through faith in Jesus. 
We mess up, but God can still use us.  

SONG: Am I a Soldier of the Cross?  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I often stumble and appear 

unpolished in my Christian walk. Show me the way to bring 
others to your saving grace, in spite of my inconsistencies!  

(Peter; John 18:10-11) 
—Christine Riffel Herbel 


