
Celesta Rea

As I write this, my husband and I are in the midst of resettling in the 
United States while continuing to work full time with colleagues in Hong 
Kong and China where we have lived for the past fifteen years. The 
photo above was taken at Hands of Hope, a sheltered workshop for 
disabled women in Guangzhou, where I help with product design and 
marketing.

Women have had an influence on society long before women’s issues 
were a political agenda. This week we will look at some women of the 
Bible and their influence. 
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Sunday
November 22 Eve

BIBLE READING: Genesis 3:1-6

Women have had a powerful influence on the world, starting 
with Eve, who according to Genesis first broke God’s command-
ment by eating the fruit of the tree in the center of the garden of 
Eden. Of course, she didn’t wake up hungry one morning and 
decide to pick the apple and take a bite; her poor choice devel-
oped by listening to the wrong voice.

Satan, in the form of a serpent, planted a seed of doubt 
and confusion. First, he asked if God had said they could not 
eat from any tree in the garden, knowing full well what God’s 
instruction was. Eve replies with God’s specific instruction, 
adding the penalty would be death. 

The tempter challenges the penalty, not unlike what  
people today say about God’s clear word. Surely God, being 
love, will not allow his created to experience eternal separation 
from him just because they haven’t accepted Jesus’ sacrifice on 
their behalf? Surely God will not judge….

Finally, the tempter appeals to her pride and self-reliant 
attitude, “You will be like God.” Who wouldn’t want that? To 
know good from evil? Yet God promises his people just that in 
Jeremiah 31:33: “I will put my law in their minds and write it 
on their hearts.” Eve knew good from evil; God was very clear. 

It isn’t a question of knowing right from wrong, it is a 
question of submitting to God’s law, no matter how arbitrary it 
may seem. Or how politically incorrect it may be in our culture. 

SONG: Change My Heart, O God.
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for God’s wisdom to 

so permeate our lives and thoughts that we can recognize 
falsehood when we hear it and resist temptation to defy  
God’s law.

—Celesta Rea
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Monday
November 23 Sarai

BIBLE READING: Genesis 11:31; 12:5, 13; 13:12

Abram is usually our focus in this story. However, Abram had 
a wife who also leaves family and all that is familiar when her 
father-in-law decides to pull up stakes and move. 

After her father-in-law dies, Abram hears God’s call to 
move again. They stop briefly in Canaan where God promises 
to give the land to Abram’s descendants, but decide to move on 
to Bethel and finally Egypt because of famine.

Sarai’s appearance becomes as issue when they are about 
to enter Egypt. She is so beautiful that Abram fears trouble and 
his solution is to ask Sarai to say she is his sister rather than his 
wife, and she does. She is in fact, a half-sister to Abram. 

As Abram predicted, Sarai is not only noticed, but  
acquired by Pharaoh. Sarai finds herself in a situation that  
is sadly not uncommon in the world today. God steps in to  
protect her from Pharaoh. Thankfully, the truth comes out that 
she is Abram’s wife, and she is saved. Notice Sarah is com-
mended in 1 Peter 3:6 for submitting to her husband and not 
giving in to fear.

Once, when we were in the Forbidden City in Beijing, our 
tour guide commented on the good luck of beautiful women 
chosen to be wives or concubines for the Emperors in China. I 
remember having quite a different opinion of their fate. Sadly, 
many young people in our world today are victims of similar 
circumstances, with far less glamorous outcomes. Worldwide, 
ministries are rising up to help these victims.

SONG: He Knows My Name
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for young people who find 

themselves victims of human trafficking. Ask God to give you 
awareness of those in need of rescuing.

—Celesta Rea
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Tuesday
November 24 The Promise

BIBLE READING: Genesis 16:1-5

We find Abram and Sarai getting older. God promised Abram 
“a son who is your own flesh and blood” (Genesis 15:4) to be 
his heir. Sarai decided she was not going to be the partner in 
conceiving that heir and put that on God. “The Lord has kept 
me from having children.”

What’s a woman to do? What are women prone to do? 
Take action. Make it happen. Do it now!

So Sarai decides to give her maid to Abram. After all, God 
promised a son who is Abram’s flesh and blood and her child 
would fulfill that stipulation. She may have felt excluded from 
the promise, but taking on God’s role had disastrous effects.

The result: Her maid, Hagar, is elevated to the status of 
wife and cannot seem to refrain from flaunting it when she  
becomes pregnant. Whether multiple wives were a practice 
at the time or not, it was not God’s design and Sarai’s plan 
unravels.

Sarai has brought on the drama by her own suggestion, 
but instead of accepting the consequence of her preemptive ac-
tion, repays Hagar’s arrogance by expelling her. Abram has to 
be exasperated at this, although he gives Sarai permission to 
deal with Hagar as she sees fit.

Ishmael is promised to be a great nation as well. Our 
world still deals with the consequences of Sarai’s suggestion, 
Abram’s cooperation, and the enmity between his two sons.

Our culture encourages us to take charge, make it happen, 
be assertive. Make a plan and work our plan. Therein lies the 
problem—it is our plan, not his.

SONG: Step By Step [You’ll Lead Me]
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for patience and allow  

the Lord to fulfill his promises to you. 
—Celesta Rea
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Wednesday
November 25 Abigail

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 25:3; 25:18-31

In Abigail we find a wise and conciliatory wife who saved her 
household from annihilation, and David from revenging a fool-
ish man’s insolence. 

David and his army are fleeing from King Saul. His men 
have not pillaged the wealth of a rich, though foolish and  
wicked man, Nabal. When asked, Nabal refused to share his 
food and water with the exiled armies of David at feast time. 
David, enraged at this refusal, calls his men to arms and orders 
them to annihilate Nabal and his men.

Abigail gets word of the impending disaster from a ser-
vant. She springs into action, prepares food which she takes 
herself to meet David. She meets David and immediately hum-
bles herself, apologizes for her husband and pledges support to 
David and his men.

Abigail’s family may have arranged her marriage to such 
a surly person as Nabal because of his wealth. It would be diffi-
cult to imagine how such a marriage could have been the happy 
partnership God designed. Money doesn’t buy happiness, and 
she is not the first woman to have a husband who nearly brings 
disaster to himself and his household. Her quick action ends 
in Nabal’s eventual death from heart failure when he hears 
what she has done. When David learns Nabal has died, he asks  
Abigail to be his wife, recognizing a woman who makes a wise 
decision when faced with calamity. 

Proverbs 31:26-27: “She speaks with wisdom, and faith-
ful instruction is on her tongue. She watches over the affairs of 
her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.” 

SONG: Seek Ye First
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, we acknowledge that  

you give wisdom; and from your mouth come knowledge  
and understanding. Help us to seek your wisdom.

—Celesta Rea
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Thursday
November 26 Ruth

BIBLE READING: Ruth 1:16-18

Ruth is a remarkable example of God’s personal care for every 
individual. When we meet her in the first chapter, she appears 
to be caught in a hopeless, downward spiral. She has married 
into a family of men who die prematurely. Her husband is no 
exception. When her mother-in-law decides to return to Bethle-
hem, her home, Ruth chooses to follow her after they hear that 
the famine that drove her in-laws to Moab has passed.

Her hard work and care for Naomi attracts the attention 
of not only a wealthy relative of Naomi’s, but also his servants. 
Boaz instructs her to glean in his fields; his servants are in-
structed to leave some barley behind for her and to not lay a 
hand on her. When Naomi learns where she has gleaned, she 
sets a plan to bring Ruth to their relative’s attention, as Naomi 
judges Boaz to be first in line to take Ruth as a wife. After  
appropriate inquiry of a relative ahead of him, Boaz takes Ruth 
to be his wife, and Naomi has a grandchild at last. Naomi’s 
entire future has changed. She is cared for physically and emo-
tionally and has exchanged despair for joy. 

It is remarkable that Ruth desires to accompany her 
despondent mother-in-law to an unknown destination and 
circumstance instead of returning to the familiarity of her child-
hood home. It is remarkable that Naomi takes Ruth, as Moabite 
women had been a problem in the past. It speaks volumes about 
their relationship and their mutual devotion. It results in God’s 
material provision for both Naomi and Ruth.

SONG: Joy Comes in the Morning (Bill Gaither) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Bring your situation to the Lord, 

he cares for you. Look forward to his provision.

—Celesta Rea
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Friday
November 27 The Gentile Widow

BIBLE READING: 1 Kings 17:8-16

Here we encounter an unnamed Gentile widow and her son to 
whom Elijah is sent by the Lord to be fed. Elijah asks her for a 
drink of water in the midst of a severe drought and before she 
can bring it, asks her for bread as well. She tells Elijah that she 
is gathering firewood to prepare a final meal for herself and her 
son as she is almost out of oil and flour and has no prospect for 
securing more. 

One might expect a person in her situation to refuse his 
request, but she does as he asks and prepares bread for him 
first, and then for herself and her son. Elijah tells her the Lord 
has promised that the jar of flour will not be used up and the 
jug of oil will not run dry until the day it rains. As long as she 
does not hoard, but shares what she has, she is provided for. 
She and her son are spared.

She is a lesson to us in generosity, faith and obedience. 
Her actions are rewarded by a miraculous replenishment of her 
supply of oil and flour. But when her son falls sick and dies, 
she accuses Elijah of coming to judge and punish her by taking 
her son’s life. She is finally convinced of Elijah’s legitimacy as 
a prophet of God when her son’s life is restored.

How quickly we assume the worst and question our  
experience instead of anticipating God’s continued provision! 
How little we understand God’s love for us.

SONG: Trust and Obey
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank the Lord for all the 

blessings you enjoy and depend on his help in difficult times.

—Celesta Rea
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Saturday
November 28 Mary

BIBLE READING: Luke 1:28-38

These days when Christians are sometimes promised a  
problem-free life, one look at this woman should quickly end 
that delusion. A young virgin girl in Nazareth was chosen to 
physically bring the Son of God into our world. Agreeing to 
this plan cost Mary dearly from this point in her life onward. 
She was an unwed mother; she struggled with parenting; she 
watched her sinless Son die a brutal, undeserved, and morti-
fying death; and she was in the middle of the puzzling events 
surrounding his resurrection.

No cozy birthing room for Mary and Joseph. How fright-
ening it must have been for them to deliver her firstborn son in 
a stable, of all places!

While all children are unique and parenting can be chal-
lenging, she and Joseph shared the daunting responsibility of 
raising the Son of God. I can’t imagine their alarm at discover-
ing he was not in the crowd of pilgrims returning to Nazareth 
after Passover when he was still young. How do you lose the 
Son of God? 

I saw a friend watch her adult daughter’s body loaded into 
a hearse after she died from a short and common illness. It was 
doubtlessly the most heartbreaking sight I have ever personally 
witnessed. It is unnatural for parents to outlive their child, and 
for Mary to be at Calvary amid all the hate and derision heaped 
on her precious Son must have been horrendous—more than 
any mortal should have to bear. 

SONG: Mary, Did You Know?
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Forgive us when we whine about 

our difficulties. Remind us that others have suffered greatly to 
bring your kingdom on earth.

—Celesta Rea


