
Celesta Rea 

I met and married Jack Rea at George Fox College (now University) 
and since that time have served in ministry as a pastor’s wife, 
missionary, superintendent’s wife and seminary president’s wife. 
We currently live in Hong Kong and serve the Chinese church here 
and in neighboring areas. This picture was taken a couple of years 
ago at Galveston beach where we spent our 40th anniversary with 
our son and daughter and grandsons. 

Friends historically have used Meetings for Clearness to help a 
Friend discern the Lord’s direction for life choices. This week, I 
would like to share some moments of clearness when I have had a 
word from the Lord. These have been moments of “teaching, re-
buke, correcting and training in righteousness,” equipping for every 
good work (2 Timothy 3:16). 
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Sunday 
January 30 

A Moment of 
Clearness—Through a Child 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 7:9-11 
One Sunday morning I was serving in our church nursery 
when the Lord brought something to my attention through a 
toddler about a year old. This little boy, who was just learning 
to walk, held a small toy in each hand, balancing himself 
carefully as he took some tentative steps around the room. 

It came time to have snacks. He toddled over to take a 
cracker from my hand, but was depending on the small toys 
for balance and wouldn’t let go of one of the toys to take the 
cracker, even though he wanted it. He had a dilemma. If I 
remember, the desire for the cracker eventually overcame his 
reluctance to let go of the toy and he accepted the cracker! 

In that moment, I realized that at times I was like that 
little boy. Even though I want God’s will for my life, there are 
times when I clutch what I have so tightly I cannot take hold 
of what God offers. I am depending on what I have rather than 
accepting from his hand what he deems best. He knows better 
than I what I need and when to give it to me. 

The song I have selected for today has been a lifetime 
favorite. It speaks of the Lord’s loving provision for every day. 
I want to continue to be open to receive from God’s hand his 
good gifts. 

SONG: Day by Day (Swedish hymn) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for reminding 

me that you have my best interest in mind. Your ways are 
higher than my ways; help me to take from your hand what 
you lovingly offer. 

—Celesta Rea 
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Monday 
January 31 

A Moment of  
Clearness—At Home 

BIBLE READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-8 
When I was a pastor’s wife, we lived in a very old house 
which has since been demolished to make way for parking. 
We were just starting out and had a very modest income. 
When I drove just about anywhere from the parsonage, I went 
up a winding boulevard in an area where new homes were 
being built, and passed a maple tree that every fall was cov-
ered with beautiful, colorful leaves. Driving by on one such 
day, I foolishly told the Lord that if we could only live in a 
house in that beautiful neighborhood and make X dollars, I 
would never complain again. 

More than fifteen years later, we moved back to that 
town. We spent a long time looking for a house and finally 
bought one. One morning the Lord brought to mind the prom-
ise I had made years before. Suddenly, I realized I was living 
in a house in that neighborhood on that street and we were 
making many times the salary we had before! Conviction 
came over me because I was painfully aware I was still com-
plaining. In that moment, I recognized I didn’t really know 
what I wanted or what was best for me, only that the Lord had 
graciously granted what I had desired. 

We lived in that house for 13 months. It was the first 
house I listed when I began a career in real estate. It taught me 
a lot, not the least of which was to sincerely pray “Thy will be 
done.” 

SONG: Blessed Be Your Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: The Lord’s Prayer. 

—Celesta Rea 
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Tuesday 
February 1 

A Moment of  
Clearness—Through a Song 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 9:14; Isaiah 61:10 
When traveling for Rocky Mountain Yearly Meeting, our 
family used to listen to tapes by Evie (Tornquist-Karlsson), an 
American-born Norwegian who sang contemporary Christian 
music in the 80s. One day while driving to work, I was listen-
ing to her sing “Clean before My Lord,” and I was overcome 
by God’s grace and mercy to think that I am cleansed and 
forgiven! “Clean before my Lord, I stand, and in me not one 
blemish does he see” are sweet words of a spiritual reality. 

This was illustrated to me when, as a child, Easter was 
an occasion for new clothes. The night before Easter it was at 
least as difficult for me to go to sleep as on Christmas Eve, for 
laid out to wear to church the next morning was a complete 
set of new clothes—everything from socks and underclothes 
to a new dress and often an Easter hat, coat, and shoes. These 
new clothes were an outward symbol of the new, clean heart 
that Christ made possible by his death and resurrection and 
Easter was the occasion on which they were worn. I was new, 
physically, from the skin out. 

Now that I am older I do not need an infusion of new 
clothes every spring, but I am still in need of being made new 
and clean on the inside. His shed blood makes possible for-
giveness and daily cleansing. 

SONG: Clean before My Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for pouring out 

your blood on the cross that makes us clean. Help us to live 
in the newness of life that you offer. 

—Celesta Rea 



42 

Wednesday 
February 2 

A Moment of 
Clearness—With Our Dog 

BIBLE READING: Zephaniah 3:17 
Our son wanted a dog for Christmas one year, so we located a 
Dalmatian that stole our hearts and took over our home. He 
was totally deaf, so it was a challenge to train and discipline 
him and sadly, our experience had many parallels to the 
memoir, Marley and Me. He was devoted to our family and 
even though Dalmatians usually do not like the water, he 
swam in our pool with us because his desire to be where we 
were overcame his distaste for water. When he was a small 
puppy, we allowed him to lie in our lap. He was such a sweet, 
beautiful animal and loved to just be near us, touching us, 
taking in our affection. Unfortunately, he thought he was still 
a lap dog when he weighed 85 pounds! 

On one such occasion when he was in my lap, it came to 
me that our Dalmatian was an illustration of the way the Lord 
desires for us to worship him—to simply enjoy his presence, 
his provision, his protection, and his affection. 

The Scripture for today is a picture of a God soothing us 
as a mother would her baby, singing quietly, and delighting in 
holding her baby close. God wants us to spend time with him, 
sharing our day, our concerns, and our praise. He loves us 
with an everlasting love and desires fellowship with us. He 
created us for communion with him. May we take time to 
enjoy him. 

SONG: I Love You, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for loving us 

and desiring a relationship with us. Help us to revel in your 
affection. 

—Celesta Rea 
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Thursday 
February 3 

A Moment of 
Clearness—A Parking Spot! 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:4-7 
One day in Hong Kong I had a list of errands and a schedule 
to keep that seemed too much. I needed to drive down the hill 
to the business area to run an errand and I needed a parking 
spot. Normally, I would not have thought to ask the Lord for 
such a small thing, but this day I was under the pressure of 
time and parking is always a challenge and so I asked him to 
help me in this. 

When I came to a place that would be convenient for my 
destination that day, I was glad to find an open spot. I thanked 
the Lord and began to parallel park—something I am not very 
good at even when I am driving on the right side of the road! I 
tried to wiggle in, but gave up. I went around the block and 
came back, expecting to have to drive until I could find an-
other place to park. Instead, I was pleasantly surprised to see 
the first spot was still open and unbelievably, so was the one 
ahead of it! I easily pulled in and parked—praising the Lord 
for his grace and tender care! 

My day was blessed by this small convenience that 
saved me time and frustration. Some may say that it was a 
coincidence, but I chose to think it was a reminder that God is 
aware of the smallest details of our lives. Is anything too hard 
for him? 

SONG: There Is None Like You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me today to bring to 

you the large and small details over which I have no control, 
but about which I am fretful and anxious. 

—Celesta Rea 
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Friday 
February 4 

A Moment of 
Clearness—The Lost 

BIBLE READING: Luke 15:8-10 
When I arrived home on one afternoon, I noticed I was miss-
ing an earring. It was one I wear often and a gift from my 
husband. I began to think about where I might have lost it and 
to mentally retrace my steps. I remembered that I brushed my 
ear when I removed my purse as I sat down to eat lunch and 
thought perhaps that was where it fell off. I called the restau-
rant, not really expecting them to have it, but desperate to 
recover something precious and perhaps irreplaceable. 

To my delight and surprise, it had been found. The 
earring had fallen on the floor. Someone picked it up and 
placed it by the cash register. I told the person who had an-
swered the phone I would be right back and returned to re-
trieve it. 

I now had a personal connection to the “lost” stories in 
the Gospels—the lost sheep, the lost coin, the lost son. And 
yes, I did invite my friends to rejoice with me! 

I was reminded that God in Christ has come down to 
earth to redeem something precious to him: people he created 
for his pleasure. He rejoices over one person who repents. We 
live in a world with millions who are still lost! The world’s 
population is so large it is easy to forget that each one is pre-
cious in God’s sight. Will you help someone find their way 
home today? 

SONG: People Need the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for bringing us 

to yourself. Help us to be instruments to point others to you. 
—Celesta Rea 
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Saturday 
February 5 

A Moment of Clearness— 
In a Service for Worship 

BIBLE READING: Psalms 149:1-5 
Living in Hong Kong, we have opportunity to attend many 
different kinds of worship services. Some of these have 
stretched our ideas of what worship is. Some have been in a 
language we didn’t understand. Sometimes the music is unfa-
miliar and too loud. Sometimes it is hard to hear a word from 
the Lord. 

One Sunday a woman was wheeled out onto the plat-
form in a wheel chair. I did not know this woman and was 
curious to see what would happen. Soon music began. The 
woman rose from the wheel chair and began a worship dance. 
I had been in worship services where a worship dance was a 
part of the program before but, because my mother had been 
in a wheel chair since I was seven years old, this immediately 
caught my attention. 

I couldn’t miss the message of healing and heaven in 
that worship dance! It was a clear word from the Lord. Not 
many years later, my mother became ill and died. I was 
blessed to spend a week with her before her death and told 
her about this experience. Her comment was, “I was raised a 
Quaker and never learned to dance.” 

Though she loved shoes, the last several years of her life 
she was unable to even wear them. At her funeral, I thought 
back to that worship service and the woman in the wheel 
chair and rejoiced that Mom was now healed and could dance 
before the Lord—perhaps in stilettos! I hope she is. 

SONG: Heaven, I’m Going There 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for giving us 

glimpses of what heaven will be like. Help us to live in joyful 
expectation of what you have for us in your home. 

—Celesta Rea 


