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What does it mean to be a mature Christian? What character traits 
reflect our maturity as believers? How do we remain faithful to the end? 
I want to hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” How about you?

As I move into my “golden years,” I have no illusions that more years 
necessarily mean more wisdom. The maturity of Jesus’ followers is not 
measured in years lived, appearances, or achievements. Young believers 
may be wise beyond their years, and older ones may lose their way.

Jesus said that the Pharisees (religious leaders of the day) were like 
whitewashed tombs. Appearance and achievement can mask a rotten 
interior.

So who is the mature Christian and what does he do and say? How does 
she behave? Here are seven attributes of a mature Christian. What can 
you add to the list?
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Sunday
December 4

The Mature Christian 
Goes Directly to God

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 2:18; 3:3-12

When my husband was a young pastor, he received telephone 
calls at all hours of the day and night. There was a health 
crisis or a car accident. There were marital disputes and drug 
overdoses. There was trouble with a capital “T” and the caller 
wanted a bona fide pastor to come pray.

Of course pastors should be available to their flock in 
times of need, but mature Christians know they, too, can call 
on the name of the Lord. One of the most precious rights we’re 
given as believers is the right to go boldly before the throne 
of God to pray. We’re welcomed there and free to express our 
every confidence and concern. There is no need to filter our 
prayers through one who is more holy or more highly trained.

If we’re honest, we may admit we are sometimes tempted 
to seek out the prayers of one deemed further along the Jesus 
road—one whose prayers may carry more weight than ours. 
While it’s wonderful to have mentors and those we respect in 
the faith, it’s also an important step toward maturity to know 
God wants us to speak with him directly.

Maturity in Jesus means meeting with God, one-on-one. 
It means we need no intermediary—our faith in Jesus is our 
access to the Father through his sacrifice for us. We have direct 
access to the Creator of all the universe. What a privilege!

SONG: In the Garden
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father God, I thank you for the 

privilege of being able to talk with you directly. Thank you for 
the sacrifice of your Son whose death and resurrection give me 
access to the King of the universe.

—Jan Pierce
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Monday
December 5 Mature Christians Grow

BIBLE READING: Philippians 3:8-14

We’ve all heard analogies of young Christians growing like a 
healthy plant. They’ll sprout up quickly, eager and excited. 
They’ll put down a healthy set of roots into good soil. They’ll 
be fed and watered by good teaching, wise counsel, and by 
daily interactions with the truth of the Word.

When Christians have walked with the Lord for many 
years, we tend to assume they’re hearty and healthy. We may 
overlook sickly, pale leaves and fail to see the root-bound struc-
ture beneath depleted soil.

Have you met professed believers who don’t seem to 
know God or who are wavering in their faith? Though it’s not 
our job to judge the hearts of others, we may find ourselves 
saddened by their lack of spiritual vitality. We’re challenged to 
speak life into them.

Mature Christians stay healthy the same way new babies 
do, by nurturing a daily, vibrant relationship with God. Yes, 
it can be a challenge to read Scripture with fresh eyes and a 
hungry heart. After all, we’ve heard it all before—we may even 
have it memorized. But as long as we have breath, we’re seek-
ing to be more like him. We never arrive, but we grow over 
time. We allow God to keep doing his good work in us.

Let’s press on to the happy future promised to those who 
love him. Let’s stay alive in the Lord until he calls us home.

SONG: Breathe on Me, Breath of God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, when the cares of this 

world or my own apathy interfere with my love relationship 
with you, come and rescue me. Keep changing me to be more 
like Jesus.

—Jan Pierce
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Tuesday
December 6

Mature Christians Weather the 
Storms of Life’s Circumstances

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; Philippians 4:11-13

If you’re alive and breathing, you live in an era of information 
overload. We hear too much, see too much, and know too much 
about human suffering. Everywhere we look there is tragedy 
and disaster. If we’re not careful, we can fall into despair.

Back in the olden days when I was growing up, my world 
was tiny—my nuclear family, a few relatives, and my neigh-
bors and classmates. I knew nothing of world crises, natural 
disasters, or religious persecution. I was sheltered and life was 
simple.

Now we know it all. Or it seems like we do. Our daily 
lives are hectic, over-scheduled, and for many individuals 
there seems to be a rising sense of panic beneath the surface 
of their skin. Questions beg for answers: “Where are you, God? 
Why are you allowing all this suffering?”

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 says “My grace is sufficient for 
you.” In the heartache of life in a fallen world, mature Chris-
tians return to the sovereignty of God over and over again. It’s 
home base—a place of safety.

When we encounter heartache and pain on every side, we 
run back to him. Part of becoming a mature believer is endur-
ing the tension between perfection to come and the misery and 
pain life brings now. God is God, and we are not. Living in faith 
requires humble submission to things too great for us to com-
prehend. And it requires great faith in our Father God whose 
streams of justice run deep.

SONG: Peace, Be Still
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, when troubles of the world 

threaten to overcome me, let me run quickly into your arms. 
When I’m discouraged, lift me up, and when I lose hope, help 
me to place my trust in you.

—Jan Pierce
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Wednesday
December 7

Mature Christians 
Recognize Their Sin

BIBLE READING: 2 Samuel 12:1-14

I don’t know about you, but I often catch myself judging others. 
They’re selfish, lazy, or foolish. Their life is a mess—the result 
of their own poor choices. It’s a shame they live that way. They 
deserve what they get.

On the other hand, when I analyze my own shortcomings 
I’m much “kinder and gentler.” Yes, I failed, but there were 
good reasons for my errors—extenuating circumstances—and 
besides, I meant well.

When Nathan the prophet confronted David with his 
sin, Nathan told him a story about a great injustice done by 
a rich man to a poor one. David was outraged: “As the Lord 
lives, surely the man who has done this deserves to die.” Then 
Nathan lowered the boom. “You are the man!”

David was shocked. Only then did he recognize his own 
sin in causing Uriah’s death. The consequences of his sin were 
great. The child born to him and Bathsheba died in spite of 
David’s earnest fasting and prayer. Once David owned his sin, 
he fully repented, but he needed some help to see his failings.

As we mature in our relationship with God, we’ll recog-
nize recurring patterns of sinful behavior. We’ll hear the Holy 
Spirit when he shows us behavior that needs to be changed. 
Though we may be tempted to overlook our failings, we’ll face 
our sin with honest eyes. When we recognize sinful thoughts, 
attitudes or actions, we’ll choose, like David, to confess, repent, 
and receive God’s gracious forgiveness.

SONG: Amazing Grace
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you know my heart. You 

know my weaknesses. Show me my sin and I’ll quickly repent. 
Thank you for your lovingkindness and your willingness to 
forgive.

—Jan Pierce
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Thursday
December 8

The Mature Christian 
Has a Heart for Others

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 19:17; Matthew 25:34-40; 
1 John 3:17

My husband and I travel to India and support indigenous Chris-
tian ministries there. Poverty and need are rampant on city 
streets and in remote villages. The people need everything—
food, shelter, health care, education. And they need hope for a 
life of purpose and meaning.

It’s so easy to be touched by the needs of the poor in other 
cultures, but why are we often less willing to serve the poor in 
our own communities?

Yes, there are systems in place to address some of the 
needs of our poor; but still, what about our hearts? The Lord 
said we’re to be servants. We’re to love and care for the poor. 
When we do so we demonstrate our love for him. We’re to give 
the cup of cold water, bind up the wounds of the injured, and 
care for widows and orphans—the unprotected.

If we allow our hearts and minds to judge the poor for 
their bad decisions, lazy ways, or foolish lifestyles rather than 
ministering to their needs, we fail to love. When we choose to 
keep all the Lord gives us, we fail to love. When we become so 
callous to the plight of the poor that we barely see their exis-
tence, we fail to love.

Those with a vibrant, mature walk with the Lord will 
make it a habit to give, share with, and minister to the mar-
ginalized. We’ll have a heart for the needs of others. In what 
practical ways are you serving the poor?

SONG: Reach Out and Touch
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you have given to me 

abundantly. I’m rich. Show me ways to minister your love to 
the poor and needy, both at home and abroad.

—Jan Pierce
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Friday
December 9

Mature Christians Keep 
God Number One

BIBLE READING: 1 Kings 4:29-34; 1 Kings 11:1-6

Have you ever answered the question, “If your house was burn-
ing and you had ten minutes in which to act, what three items 
would you rescue?” Assuming the answer isn’t people or pets, 
I find there are fewer and fewer objects worthy of such coura-
geous behavior. There just aren’t that many possessions dear 
enough to risk life and limb. I want to keep my focus on things 
with eternal value.

In 1 Kings 4 we see King Solomon full of wisdom and dis-
cernment. Kings of faraway lands sent emissaries just to listen 
to Solomon’s wise sayings and to watch him make insightful 
judgments. He served God wholeheartedly.

By chapter 11 he has strayed from his faithful ways. He 
has taken foreign wives and concubines and his heart has be-
come divided. He’s grown old, and rather than finishing well, 
has become foolish. He’s given in to the wishes of his many 
wives, allowing idol worship. He’s lost favor with God.

How could he let this happen? We can only surmise that 
in spite of the great favor God showed by bestowing wisdom 
on him, Solomon lost his passion for God. He allowed outside 
influences to take precedence over his faithfulness to God. He 
compromised his affections. Whether he personally worshiped 
Ashtoreth and Molek, he allowed such idol worship to take 
place.

What false idols might creep into our lives and cause us 
to lose our relationship with God in our latter years? Power? 
Fame? Wealth? Pursuit of leisure? A mature Christian perse-
veres until the end, keeping only to the Lord our God.

SONG: I Surrender All
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you are the one and only 

true God. I will place nothing and no one higher than you.

—Jan Pierce
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Saturday
December 10

Mature Christians See 
Beyond This World

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 6:10-20

What do you look forward to? Next year my husband and I cele-
brate fifty years of marriage. It’s okay to gasp a little bit because 
we’re just as surprised as everyone else. How did life fly by so 
quickly? How did we grow this old? Inside we still feel young. 
Outside, not so much.

But we’ve made a plan. We’re mapping out a special vaca-
tion in the Maritime Islands of Eastern Canada. We’ve ordered 
guidebooks and stories of the local culture. We’re looking for-
ward to a truly exciting travel celebration. We’ll eat the seafood, 
listen to Celtic music and immerse ourselves in the experience. 
We’re excited.

When we look forward to something, we usually carry 
images in our minds. How will this event feel? What will we 
see and hear? Mature believers know that life is short. The years 
zoom by and before we know it, we pass on to eternity. We want 
to “lay hold of the hope set before us.” We want to thankfully 
inherit the promises the Father made to us.

We may not be able to accurately picture eternity, but we 
know it will be infinitely better than living in our fallen, sinful 
world. What do you imagine eternity to be? What will it be like 
to be completely free of sinful natures, completely at peace, 
free to love God fully and forever?

Let’s finish strong on earth knowing with certainty that 
the Lord promises good things to come. Let’s look beyond this 
world to eternity.

SONG: All the Way My Savior Leads Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you’ve given us a beautiful 

life here on earth. We’re thankful for family and friends. Yet, 
we long for more. Thank you for the promises we treasure—to 
spend eternity in your presence.

—Jan Pierce


