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Fear is a robber—a thief who goes after the best we have to give. If we 
allow him free reign in our spiritual lives, we’ll fail to use the gifts God 
has given us. We’ll not produce the good works which “God prepared in 
advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).

Fear, that thief, takes up residence in our thoughts. He settles into our 
inmost being, waiting to waylay our good intentions, our attitudes, our 
hopes and dreams.

We live in a world turbulent with violence and strife. It doesn’t help 
that today’s technology sends graphic reports with live footage of the 
latest carnage into our living rooms on a daily basis. These realities can 
feed the fear.

But God doesn’t offer his people a life of weakness and fear. How are 
we to respond when fear, the enemy of our souls, creeps in to rob us of 
peace, happiness, and well-being?

What does God say?
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Sunday
November 8 Fear of Failure

BIBLE READING: Exodus 3:9-14; 4:1-15

Fact: Learning any new skill requires a series of approxima-
tions (failures, mistakes, errors) before mastery is achieved.

In my teaching career I often encountered children with a 
very low tolerance for making mistakes. They were perfection-
ists who wanted to get it right the very first time. Making mis-
takes was not part of their persona. Perfectionists are doomed 
to seasons of frustration and unhappiness. I know, because as 
a child I was one.

Now I understand that learners must take risks. They must 
throw caution to the wind in the name of learning a valuable 
new skill or concept. They must be prepared to make mistakes 
early in the process of learning something new, with an eye to 
future success once the skill or concept is mastered. When God 
called his servant Moses to do a big job, Moses feared failure. 
He had a string of reasons why God should choose someone 
else. He wasn’t known as a leader, he lacked stature, he was 
nobody special, he wouldn’t know what to say.

Moses was right, of course—he wasn’t able. He wasn’t 
powerful. He couldn’t be certain he would perform perfectly. 
But God had a plan. He spoke to Moses’ fear of failure. “I will 
help you,” he said, “I will teach you what to say. Trust me.”

It’s okay to make mistakes. God knows we won’t perform 
perfectly all the time. And just think, there are tasks to be per-
formed by no one else but you or me—tasks given by the God of 
the universe. If he calls us, he’ll certainly enable us to accom-
plish them. Go ahead, take a risk. He has great plans for you.

SONG: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you know my weaknesses. 

You know the plans you have for me. I yield my fears of failure 
at your feet. I trust you. Lead me.

—Jan Pierce 
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Monday
November 9 Holy Fear: Joy to Come

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 51:12-17; 52:6-10

Nearly every book in the Bible contains the admonition, “Fear 
not.” Either the Lord himself is speaking to those he’s tapped 
for leadership—Abram, Joshua, Jeremiah, Daniel. Or an angel, 
a messenger from God, is speaking to such as Zacharias, Mary, 
Joseph, or John of Patmos.

God spoke to these mortals. He entered their homes, their 
privacy, their mundane daily lives and gave them messages of 
greatest importance. And, he called them to something new—a 
task, a new understanding, a marvelous thing.

Israel, though living through the trials of exile, still 
held God’s heart. He kept his promises to them. He was still 
their hope, their Almighty One. He said to Zion, “You are my  
people.” Restoration and salvation would come in his timing.

God made us. He knows we’re weak. He knows that when 
heaven invades earth we’re startled, frightened, shaken. How 
kind he is to speak words of comfort at that very moment. He 
reminds us:

• He is our comforter.
• He created everything.
• He is our rescuer.
• He puts his words in our mouth.
• He covers and protects us.
• He owns and loves us as his people.

“Fear not, don’t be afraid,” he says. There is more than 
this earthly life. I am in charge and there are wonderful exploits 
ahead. Rouse yourself; trust in Almighty God who redeems. 
There is good news in your future. There is joy to come.

SONG: Joy Comes in the Morning (Bill Gaither)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, give me eyes to see your 

hand at work on earth. Your light shines out from us, your 
people. I choose to trust in you.

—Jan Pierce
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Tuesday
November 10 Fear That Paralyzes

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 4:6-11; Romans 12:6-8

I was a quiet, timid child to all appearances. Inside I had con-
victions and opinions and the makings of courage, but I learned 
early on to take a path of least resistance. I remained quiet; it 
was easier that way. I avoided conflict. I was “the good child,” 
the one who obeyed and didn’t question. But, there was a price 
to pay for that choice.

God gifted me with a lovely singing voice. I was asked to 
sing solos from an early age but whenever possible I weaseled 
out of performing. I didn’t enjoy the attention or the pressure. I 
feared making mistakes and embarrassment. And in some way I 
intentionally held back from offering that gift to God. I allowed 
self-consciousness to stand in the way of freely giving back in 
serenity and joy. Instead I let a kind of reverse pride rule me.

In my teen years I clearly heard the Holy Spirit call me to 
use my gift for his purposes. And while I broke through some of 
my shyness and performed for secular audiences, I never made 
that breakthrough to use my singing voice for him. I lived with 
that regret for many years.

But God is gracious. When I recognized my sin and con-
fessed it, God forgave. And no, I never did sing solos in church, 
but I’ve been given new chances to use my God-given gifts of 
organization, writing, and a heart for missions. Fear robbed me 
of the blessing of humbly offering my voice back to my Maker, 
but his lovingkindness afforded me second chances.

SONG: Many Gifts, One Spirit
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord you give your children 

good gifts. Make me humble and grateful before you. And, 
embolden me to step out to use the gifts you so graciously give. 
Amen.

—Jan Pierce
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Wednesday
November 11 Fear of Evil

BIBLE READING: Psalm 23

What scares you? Crime? Corrupt governments? Threats to your 
financial security? Accidents? Health problems? Be honest. 
We’re all afraid of something.

In my lifetime our homeland has never experienced war 
on our soil. I’ve lived in comfort with a decent roof over my 
head and enough to eat. I’ve had a peaceful daily life, with no 
drones, no bombs, no armed conflict at my door. But in recent 
times foreign entities have attacked within our borders. Attacks 
by crazed “shooters” dominate our headlines. Random violence 
seems to be escalating. We fear for the safety of friends and fam-
ily. Often we can’t even identify the enemy. That’s scary.

What is our recourse? We can stockpile weapons, and iso-
late ourselves in some remote area. We can live in fear, building 
barriers to all but a few chosen brothers and sisters. We can 
allow the sheer randomness of today’s violence to gnaw away 
at our innards until we believe there is danger lurking around 
every corner. We can allow our talk to be filled with what-ifs 
and horror stories. We can relive the daily news, recounting all 
the bad things that took place in the world, our country, and 
our neighborhoods. We can throw fuel on the fire of fear until 
it overcomes us.

But, thankfully, God has another plan. We can choose to 
walk beside our Shepherd. We can enjoy a life of peace and 
goodness. We can walk in frightening places and be safe. And 
even if we should be threatened with the ultimate loss, death, 
we can walk unafraid because we’re not alone.

SONG: The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dearest Shepherd, you are kind 

and good. You promise to stay by my side and care for me all 
of my days. You are my comfort in all circumstances. Thank 
you, Lord.

—Jan Pierce



55

Thursday
November 12 Fear of Man

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 29:25; 1 Samuel 15:10-24

What will people think? Will people think I’m prideful if I take 
a new position in the church? Will my friends think I lack taste 
if I decorate my home in a certain way? Will they like me? Will 
they judge me?

When we’re young we compare ourselves to the popular 
kids. We want their clothes, their skills, their circle of friends. 
When we’re older we compare our jobs, our parenting skills, 
our cars and homes, our accomplishments. Do we measure up? 
Are we doing enough? Being enough?

Saul lost his position as king of Israel through listening 
to the people over God’s command. He thought it would be 
okay to please the people and then partially obey God. He lost  
everything—his role as king and his relationship with God. 
Saul paid a high price for pleasing men.

Where is the line between decent, upright living and 
moving into the error of “fearing men?” The Word says the fear 
of man brings a snare. We become trapped in the opinions and 
assessments of others. What pleases one group will certainly 
offend another.

While there is a place for godly counsel from those  
firmly rooted in God’s ways, we must be careful to place our 
trust in God and not people. What does God want us to do and 
be? What is the Holy Spirit asking, and where is he leading? 
Fear of man is a kind of idolatry. It can grip our heart.

When we trust God, seeking to please him above all  
others, we’ll be free of the snare of the fear of man.

SONG: O Jesus, I Have Promised
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, I will seek to know your 

ways and to follow them. Give me the courage to live for you in 
spite of what men (and women) may say. I choose to please you 
above all others.

—Jan Pierce
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Friday
November 13 Fear and Worry

BIBLE READING: Job 18:11; Proverbs 28; Joshua 7:5

Wait a minute. These scriptures speak of those who are evil—
those who don’t know the Lord and trust in him. But if you 
read the responses to fear in these verses you may recognize the 
feelings fear puts inside our hearts and minds: terrors at every 
step, fleeing when there is no one pursuing, hearts melted—be-
coming as water.

Fear is a gut response to thoughts, experiences, and cir-
cumstances. We can’t magically remove all the scary things 
from our world, but there is one area we can control: Worry. 
Worry with a capital W. It settles in our minds. It colors all we 
see. It chips away at confidence in God. It can rule your heart 
and mine.

Worry often begins with the disappointments, failures, 
and miseries that accompany daily life. Will we worry about 
each situation or will we pray? Will we seek God in heartache 
and pain or just wring our hands?

Sometimes worry is so ingrained that we manufacture 
problems. What if my child fails? What if I get a terrible illness? 
What if….When the what-ifs begin to rear their heads, it’s a 
good time to read Matthew 6:33-34. Seek his kingdom first and 
then let each day take care of itself.

No one enjoys suffering, but we are so favored to have the 
choice to take our grief and pain to a God who loves us. We can 
choose to feed our faith and starve the worry. Let Joshua 1:9 be 
our command: “Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or 
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go” (NASB).

SONG: ’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father God, forgive my 

tendencies to fear and worry. Help me put my faith in you  
and learn to pray, trusting in your sovereign will.

—Jan Pierce
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Saturday
November 14 Fear of Death

BIBLE READING: Romans 8:12-17; Matthew 10:28

In Shan-si province, China, in 1900, the Boxer Rebellion raged. 
Roving bands of rebels threatened all foreigners—especially 
Christian missionaries—seeking to “cleanse the land of foreign 
devils.” Local officials could not contain the rebels.

Ernest and Elizabeth Atwater and their four daughters 
lived in the heart of the affected area. Like all foreigners they 
were frightened. They had tried escaping, but were turned back. 
Bold rebel sympathizers encroached on missionary homes, 
stealing their possessions in full light of day. It was just a mat-
ter of time until the rebels swept through their area and carried 
out their brutal murders with ax and sword.

Yet Elizabeth stood firm in the face of impending death. 
In a final letter to relatives back home she wrote, “I am prepar-
ing for the end very quietly and calmly. The Lord is wonder-
fully near…I was very restless and excited while there seemed 
to be a chance of life, but God has taken away that feeling and 
now I just pray for grace to meet the terrible end bravely.”

The family left their home by oxcart and shortly there- 
after, Ernest, Elizabeth, and their daughters were cut down by 
the rebels. They faced imminent death peacefully, assured of 
“the sweetness of their welcome above.”

How beautiful that God granted Elizabeth a peaceful  
acceptance of the situation. When all efforts to escape failed, 
she stilled her restless heart and faced the end of earthly life 
with a calm presence. She turned her attention to finishing well 
and toward meeting Jesus in her heavenly home.

SONG: I Surrender All
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for the gift of 

life. When the days you have granted me are done, may I finish 
well. I look forward to the day I’ll meet you face to face. Amen.

—Jan Pierce


