
Jan Pierce 

When I need help with technology questions these days, I usually 
look to someone who isn’t old enough to shave. How about you? 
Similarly, when we need a model in the spiritual growth depart-
ment, we may miss out if we don’t pay attention to the younger 
generation. 

Almost two years ago when my grandson was only eight years old, 
he handled a bullying problem with such godly behavior and com-
passion that I encouraged him to write a story about it. He did, and 
the story was published in a national magazine for Christian kids. 
Here is my hero Elijah Walker who knows how to model forgiveness 
for all the world to see. 

I’ve chosen to write seven devotionals on the topic of forgiveness—
that godly response to any and all “less than perfect” interactions 
with others. 
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Sunday 
November 11 

Forgiving:  
When the Sin Was Intentional 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 50:15-21 (NRSV) 
Perhaps the hardest time to forgive another human being is 
when they sin intentionally. The perpetrator cheated or lied, 
making choices known to be wrong. He “did it anyway,” or 
she “did it on purpose.” When the transgressor weeps and 
begs forgiveness, we can graciously mete out large servings of 
grace. But when he or she acts purposefully to hurt us, we 
may find ourselves less willing to show mercy. How can we 
forgive those whose hearts are yet hard and who aren’t even 
asking for forgiveness? How do we forgive those who ac-
knowledge no wrongdoing? 

Joseph says to his brothers, “Even though you intended 
to do harm to me, God intended it for good” (Genesis 50:20). 
Joseph’s brothers callously sold Joseph into slavery and re-
pented years later only when they came face-to-face with the 
powerful leader God made of him. Yet Joseph never stopped 
loving his brothers and chose to forgive them in spite of all 
they’d done. 

We too forgive by choice. We forgive because we know 
we are yet sinners whose accounts are daily balanced before 
the Lord. We forgive because it cleanses us of anger, judg-
ment, and bitterness. We choose to forgive out of our love for 
God who sacrificed everything for us and intends to turn 
everything in our lives for good. Though our spirits may weep 
for another lost in sin, we choose to forgive even though the 
wrong done to us never should have happened. 

SONG: Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help me be willing to 

forgive. When others hurt me with their words or actions, 
remind me of your great sacrifice on my behalf. 

—Jan Pierce 
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Monday 
November 12 

Forgiving: 
When People Fail Me 

BIBLE READING: Luke 15:17-24 (NRSV) 
A father of two sons agonized when one of his beloved boys 
become a foolish spendthrift and drunkard. This, of course, is 
the story of the prodigal—a story so familiar we may miss the 
heart of the message. We know the older brother found it 
difficult to forgive his wayward brother. He was jealous of the 
love his father showered on this scoundrel who had sorely 
disappointed the family. He was an ingrate—a fool. Why 
should his father receive the younger son back with honor 
when he, the older son, had been faithful all along? 

Why, indeed. Throughout the weeks and months when 
the prodigal was living in that faraway land, carousing and 
wasting his inheritance, his father was at home waiting and 
praying. Through pain and disappointment, through fear for 
his son’s safety, the father chose to maintain a soft and forgiv-
ing heart toward his foolish son. He prayed for restoration, for 
a turnaround of attitude that did in fact take place through 
suffering. 

When the boy came home, broken and half-starved, his 
father met him with compassion. Here was the answer to his 
prayers. He was thrilled with this long-awaited change in his 
son. Had the father hardened his heart and desired retribu-
tion, he would not have been ready to embrace the boy and 
prepare a feast for him in celebration. The prodigal’s father 
had already made the choice to forgive before his son re-
pented. Then he rejoiced in the redemptive work God had 
done in his child’s heart. 

SONG: Sweet Hour of Prayer 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, when people fail me, may 

I pray like the father of the prodigal with restoration in mind. 
May I always be ready and willing to forgive. 

—Jan Pierce 
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Tuesday 
November 13 

Forgiving:  
When I’m Holding a Grudge 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 4:31–5:2 (NRSV) 
I was thirteen when I made a thoughtless comment to my 
mother. She worked full-time and was tired (and sometimes 
cranky) at the end of her day. Our home was not Christian; 
God’s ways were far from our thoughts. I said, “I don’t know 
why you’re always so tired. You just sit at a desk all day.” 
After a period of complete silence, my mother responded, 
“You’ve hurt me deeply, and I’ll never forget it.” What I heard 
was “I’ll never forgive you.” 

True, I was young, but I should have known better. I just 
wanted a cheerful mother and a happy home. And I wanted to 
erase the black mark beside my name, but speaking redemp-
tively just wasn’t done in our home. What our family needed 
was biblical truth as the foundation for our interactions. I 
could have apologized; she could have forgiven. Instead we 
never resolved the problem, instead sweeping it under the rug 
where quite a number of other issues lay in an ugly lump. 

I’m fairly certain my mother doesn’t remember the inci-
dent today, but I’ve never forgotten it. I knew instinctively the 
wrongness of saying “never” when it came to forgiving or 
keeping a list of offenses, but it took many years before I un-
derstood why. In the letter to the church in Ephesus, Paul 
says, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.” 

My mother needed to forgive me and I needed to be 
forgiven. Why? Because God in Christ forgave both of us. 

SONG: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me forgive others 

quickly. Cleanse me from the desire to hold grudges for 
wrongs done. 

—Jan Pierce 
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Wednesday 
November 14 

Forgiving: 
When Falsely Accused 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 3:12-17 (NRSV) 
Jennifer Thompson was a 22-year-old college student living in 
North Carolina when she was assaulted and robbed at knife-
point by a black man. She memorized the man’s face as she 
determined to bring him to justice one day. Jennifer later 
identified 22-year-old Ronald Cotton in a police lineup. Cot-
ton was convicted of the crimes and sentenced to life plus 54 
years. He steadfastly maintained his innocence. 

Eleven years into his prison sentence, DNA tests verified 
Cotton’s innocence and he was released. Jennifer Thompson 
was first stunned, then heartbroken. Her testimony, so confi-
dently given, had robbed an innocent man of 11 years of his 
life. She asked to meet with Cotton to apologize; he not only 
agreed, but in the course of the meeting, he forgave her. The 
two became friends. They wrote a book together entitled Pick-
ing Cotton: Our Memoirs of Injustice and Redemption. The 
two travel and speak about their experience with the goal of 
opening eyes to prejudice and injustice. Even though Jennifer 
believed she was telling the truth, she was wrong. But even 
more importantly, Ronald showed God’s compassion by will-
ingly forgiving her and becoming a friend. 

This story reminds me that even when I’m positive I’m 
right, I may be in error. It humbles me to realize how often I 
come to conclusions about others that may be false. Ronald 
Cotton set the bar high in granting forgiveness just as the Lord 
had forgiven him (Colossians 3:13). 

SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, only you are perfect;  

help me to humble myself before you. And may I be slow  
to judge others. 

—Jan Pierce 
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Thursday 
November 15 

Forgiving: 
When the Sin Is Mine 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 2:13-19 (NRSV) 
Legalism is alive and well in Christendom. While we don’t 
worry about eating meat sacrificed to idols as believers did in 
New Testament times, we do worry about appearances, want-
ing to look good before the brethren. We may have fallen into 
the trap of self-condemnation or we may allow others’ judg-
ments to beat us down. Do we have expectations of ourselves 
that we can’t fulfill or find our walk with God to be an endless 
checklist of duties? Time in the Word—check. Prayer time—
check. Baking cookies for vacation Bible school—check. 

We’re doing all the “right” things, but we’re hiding the 
truly ugly blots on our souls—the failures, fears, and frustra-
tions that dog us every day. We hide them under the good 
works we’re accomplishing and keep walking under their 
weight, hoping no one notices. 

The cure, of course, is to shine the light of God’s truth 
on each dirty little secret. Once exposed, those secrets shrivel 
up under God’s cleansing power, and we’re free to dispose of 
them and get on with life. The process is a bit like removing a 
splinter and experiencing the healing that results. 

Forgiving ourselves when we sin can be a challenge; 
after all, it’s ours—so near and embarrassingly real. Let’s 
remember that the enemy loves to help us squirm in the pit of 
self-abasement. In Ecclesiastes 1:9 Solomon said, “There is 
nothing new under the sun.” Your sin and mine are not 
unique. God wants us to move from repentance to forgiveness 
to freedom. Oh, that feels so good! 

SONG: Victory in Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I want to live abundantly. 

I want to be free of guilt, fear, and self-condemnation.  
I receive your forgiveness. 

—Jan Pierce 



60 

Friday 
November 16 Forgiving: By the Numbers 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 18:21-35 (NRSV) 
Don’t you love those insurance commercials showing various 
fine citizens paying forward a good deed? One man picks up a 
child’s toy and hands it to the mother, Mom continues on to 
rescue a coffee cup ready to spill, and an observer of the good 
deed then holds an elevator for another…. The actions are 
encouraging—people have the power to pass on a little kind-
ness. The crowning glory of those commercials is that some of 
the good deeds are done by those who merely witnessed a 
generous act. They were influenced to do good. 

But paying it forward can go both ways. If we feel 
wronged, we may want to “pay forward” a verbal jibe or har-
bor a judgment of the wrongdoer. 

In the Matthew 18 passage, we’re reminded that people 
tend to keep a running count of the sins done to them. Given 
in response to Peter’s question about how often he should 
forgive, the parable of the unforgiving servant portrays a sin-
ner willing to receive mercy—but unwilling to give it. 

God’s forgiveness is endless. He never says, “Sorry, 
that’s one time too many, no more forgiveness for you,” and 
we can’t say that either. We aren’t to keep a record of the sins 
against us; instead we’re to be conduits of grace, paying it 
forward because of the great mercy shown us through Jesus. 

SONG: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Father God, for 

forgiving me. Soften my heart toward others and make me 
willing to “pay forward” your mercy. 

—Jan Pierce 
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Saturday 
November 17 

Forgiving: 
To Find Peace 

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:18-21(NRSV) 
Over the span of my 30-year teaching career, I witnessed 
many changes. Curriculum changed, parent support and in-
volvement changed, and various skills were introduced earlier 
and earlier. But one thing remained constant year in and year 
out: In any given classroom there were a handful of children 
who always had trouble getting along with others on the play-
ground, and likewise a similar number who never had these 
problems. Why the difference? Well, it could be a number of 
issues, but they all boiled down to the willingness to think of 
other people’s needs. Those more selfish and impulsive 
tended to end up in playground squabbles. Those with loftier 
understandings avoided them. 

Being at peace with others requires sharing, communica-
tion skills, and generally the ability to wait for what we want 
in respect of others. First and second graders are capable of 
engaging in meaningful conversations about such philosophi-
cal questions. Over time some of them begin to catch a 
glimpse of their own responsibility in living peacefully with 
others. 

In Romans 12 Paul urges believers to live in harmony 
with one another. Attaining that harmony requires an attitude 
of honoring the needs of others and a willingness to act with 
compassion in the face of trouble. Is it easy? No, but it’s a 
choice that Christians are called to make. Some master it 
before they enter grade school while others have to work at it 
most of their lives. It may not be possible to live in peace at all 
times and in every situation, but we’re called to strive for 
peace “so far as it depends on” our own behavior. 

SONG: Peace, Perfect Peace 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, you died to bring peace 

on earth. May my life mirror your peace. 
—Jan Pierce 

 


