
Kathi Perry

Originally, I’m from California. Since 2001 I have lived in Ireland, serving 
as a missionary with Evangelical Friends Mission. I love Ireland. I love 
the people. I am grateful for the opportunity to live life among them, 
and share the hope that I have. In recent months I have been struck 
by how much of life is lived in tension or balance between life and 
death, grief and joy, striving and resting—and how peace is found in 
an acceptance of ambiguity. In 2010 I became an Irish citizen and now 
have dual citizenship and two “homes.” I love them both. There is some 
ambiguity right there, so this week I want to explore times when we are 
caught “in-between.”
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Sunday
August 7

In Between: Thy 
Jesus Can Repay

BIBLE READING: Philippians 3:7-17

A beautiful hymn has been playing in my head—two lines 
in particular: “Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay from His 
own fullness all he takes away.” I’ve been stuck there, between 
those two lines, for weeks. Stuck in that in-between place  
between what Jesus, from his own fullness, will repay and what 
has been taken away. The words are so close together, and can 
feel so far apart.

Paul considered that nothing compares to the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus. He states that for the sake of 
Christ he has “lost all things.” He holds everything with an 
open hand, ready to release it for the sake of Christ. He trusts 
that participating in the sufferings of Jesus is of greater value 
than anything or anyone else he loves here on earth.

In the in-between space, where we mourn what we have 
lost (people we love, belongings, reputation, security, health), 
can we trust that Jesus will repay? Can we believe that the “sur-
passing worth of knowing Christ Jesus” will be enough (v. 8)?

Learning to live in the in-between is not easy. Sometimes 
we find the stillness of soul that allows us to wait patiently. 
Sometimes we lose heart. And sometimes we need others, a 
community of believers, to come alongside and carry the prom-
ise for us until we can take it up again for ourselves.

“Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay, from His own full-
ness all he takes away.”

SONG: Be Still, My Soul
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, may we earnestly seek 

you, with faith that rests in the stillness of your promise, and 
with patience to wait for your best.

—Kathi Perry
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Monday
August 8

In Between: The Perfect 
and the Imperfect

BIBLE READING: 1 John 1:5—2:3

1 John 2:1 says: “My children, I write this to you so that you 
will not sin.” In Matthew 5:48 Jesus admonishes us to “Be per-
fect…as your heavenly Father is perfect.” The instruction is 
clear. How are we to live? We are to live without sin. We are to 
be perfect—as perfect as God.

The apostle Paul wrote much of what we read in the New 
Testament. In Romans 15:19b, Paul says, “So from Jerusalem all 
the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel 
of Christ.” In this one sentence he covered a distance of about 
fourteen hundred miles. He faithfully spoke truth, and stayed 
long enough to ground new believers in their faith. Then he 
moved on to a new place to start over. That’s Paul.

This is also Paul—and should give us hope: “We know 
that the law is spiritual, but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to 
sin….For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do” 
(Romans 7:14, 15). Paul lived in a place between perfection and 
imperfection, just as we do. He proclaims, “Who will rescue 
me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24). “We have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins 
of the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2).

What we find between the perfect and the imperfect is 
grace.

SONG: Amazing Grace
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thanks be to God, who delivers 

me through Jesus Christ our Lord!

—Kathi Perry
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Tuesday
August 9 In Between: The Lord Is on Thy Side

BIBLE READING: John 5:6-17

A few years ago I was asked to speak to a group of students 
graduating from secondary school. They had taken exams and 
were waiting for results and offers from universities. They were 
in that in-between time, a time of waiting. I told them this: God 
is at work. He is always working to this very day. He is working 
for your good.

He is always acting on our behalf. He is doing a thou-
sand things we cannot see. We try to understand and interpret 
events; we sometimes think that all is lost. But God is working. 
In this in-between space we may only be able to see three things 
that God is doing, and we cannot comprehend the outcome he 
has in mind.

You may find yourself sold into slavery, accused falsely of 
sexual abuse and forgotten in a prison cell; God may be prepar-
ing you to rule a nation (Genesis 37—50).

You may walk through famine, be driven from your 
homeland, lose your husband, and be left desolate with your 
foreign mother-in-law; God may be making you the ancestor of 
a king (Ruth 1—4).

You may not be able to sleep and decide to look in a 
random book; God may be preparing to shame your arrogant 
enemy and rescue a condemned people (Esther 6:1-11).

“Be still, my soul; the Lord is on thy side.” And he is al-
ways working.

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, I place my day into your 

hands. I thank you, that you are always working for my good. 
You do not rest or get distracted or busy, as I am prone to do. I 
rest in your care.

—Kathi Perry
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Wednesday
August 10

In Between: When My 
Arms Are Tired

BIBLE READING: Exodus 17:10-16

In Exodus 17 we read the story of Moses standing on a hill while 
the Israelites fought the Amalekites. As long as Moses held up 
his hands the Israelites had the advantage in battle. When he 
lowered his hands, the battle would turn and favor the Amale-
kites. But Moses grew tired and he had trouble holding up his 
hands; two men, Aaron and Hur, stepped in. They brought over 
a rock for Moses to sit on and they held Moses’ hands up, it 
says, “one on one side and one on the other—so that his hands 
remained steady till sunset” (v. 12). Without Moses lifting his 
hands “to the throne of the Lord” the battle would have been 
lost. Without Aaron and Hur standing beside Moses, holding 
up his hands, the battle would have been lost. We are tempted 
to think that Moses is the most important person in this story, 
but without Aaron and Hur the battle was lost.

I want to say two very important things here. The first is 
that the Christian life is not meant to be lived alone; it is meant 
to be lived in community. Those difficult decisions we must 
make about obedience, those difficult in-between times when 
our hearts may be broken, are meant to happen within the con-
text of the loving body of Christ who stand on either side of us 
and hold up our hands.

Even more importantly, we are not alone if we are in 
Christ (1 John 1:3).

SONG: Abide With Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Father, that your 

people and your presence surround us, and strengthen our 
failing hands so that we may have victory.

—Kathi Perry
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Thursday
August 11

In Between: When 
God Is Silent

BIBLE READING: Psalm 13

In 2007 Mother Teresa’s private writings were published. The 
book, Come Be My Light, disclosed that for the last thirty-five 
years of her life, Mother Teresa struggled with a very profound 
sense of spiritual darkness. She felt as if God had abandoned 
her. Despite this, she persisted in prayer and the work to which 
God had called her among the poorest of the poor. In her final 
years, a friend asked her what she would say to Jesus when she 
saw him face to face. Mother Teresa replied, “I’ll tell him that I 
loved him in the darkness.”

Psalm 13 begins with a burning question: How long? The 
psalmist is looking for more than information. He cries out to 
God in the midst of his pain, doubt, and distress. These words 
teach us to take our questions, doubt, and heartache before the 
very face of God. They do not promise explanations, but they 
promise that there is one who hears and who cares.

In the final two verses, the psalmist moves from question 
to hope: “But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices 
in your salvation. I will sing the Lord’s praise, for he has been 
good to me.” These verses are not intended to bring a tidy reso-
lution to the psalmist’s complaint; rather he illustrates some-
thing enormously important. In Scripture, lament and hope 
always go together. Lament insists that things are seriously 
wrong. Hope maintains that God is committed to putting them 
right.

SONG: This Is My Father’s World
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, in times of silence may I 

faithfully say that I love you in the darkness, and trust in your 
unfailing love.

—Kathi Perry
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Friday
August 12

In Between: Days 
That Are Sweet

BIBLE READING: Psalm 61

Some years ago I had finished my masters degree and was work-
ing in a school district in San Diego, California. I was offered a 
job in Orange County and within a matter of weeks I resigned 
my position in San Diego and essentially moved back home. 
I moved in with my grandmother, as I had to move quickly. It 
was just going to be for a few months until I found a place to 
live, an “in-between” kind of stop.

It was not easy for me. I was an adult, and yet I was her 
grandchild and I chafed under this arrangement. Three months 
became five years as Grandma became more dependent upon 
me. She grew more frail, and I would sometimes hear her 
talking in her room at night, praying for her family by name, 
one by one. In the end, I can only describe the time I spent with 
my grandma as “sweet.”

Shortly after she passed away I was in a coffee shop, read-
ing from her Bible and I read this verse: “For you, God, have 
heard my vows; you have given me the heritage of those who 
fear your name” (Psalm 61:5).

In the beginning I thought I wanted a larger life, my 
own space, where my grandma didn’t tell me to clean my 
room. What I learned while I lived there was the joy and grace 
that comes when we are obedient in small things, in the in- 
between times.

SONG: Be Thou My Vision
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, make me faithful in the 

small things, that I might never miss the joy you have for me.

—Kathi Perry



55

Saturday
August 13 In Between: Life and Death

BIBLE READING: Philippians 1:20-30

Paul felt the tension between life and death. He said, “For to 
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in 
the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I 
choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more 
necessary for you that I remain in the body” (vv. 21-24).

Paul’s example is critical for us. He was content to remain 
and trust God’s timing, and do the work that God had given him 
to do. And while we remain on this earth, in this in-between 
space, we have the opportunity to be present in the midst of the 
world’s suffering, confusion, and chaos. Our desire for Christ 
should lead us to care for the sick and tend to the dying; to 
befriend the poor and love the stranger; to comfort the hopeless 
and walk beside the lost. And we do this with each day that 
God gives us until he calls us home.

My dad used to say he was “ready to stay or ready to 
go.” Can we live this way? I want to come to the end of this in- 
between time and say, as Paul does, “I eagerly expect and hope 
that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient cour-
age so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, 
whether by life or by death” (Philippians 1:20).

SONG: Take My Life and Let It Be
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help me live each day to 

glorify you until you come or call me home.

—Kathi Perry


