
Kathi Perry 

Originally, I’m from California. Since 2001 I have lived in Ireland, 
serving as a missionary with Evangelical Friends Mission. I love 
Ireland; I love the people. I am grateful for the opportunity to live 
life among them and share the hope that I have. In 2010 I became 
an Irish citizen and now have dual citizenship and two “homes.” 

Several years ago I was convicted by Jesus’ question to three of his 
disciples: “Could you not tarry one hour?” As I seek to know God 
better and discern his will for me, I strive to be faithful in prayer. I 
am not always faithful, but I want to be—I try to be. In the prayer 
Jesus taught us, we say “hallowed be thy name.” This week we will 
look at some of the names of God—names that we are to “hallow,” 
set apart, praise, and adore. 
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Sunday 
October 28 

A Strong Tower: 
The Name of the Lord 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 3:13-15 
I live in Ireland, and scattered through this beautiful land are 
ruins of old settlements and churches. Near my home is a 
place called “Glendalough,” which was the monastic settle-
ment of Saint Kevin. Part of its beauty is the presence of a 
round tower. Narrow, sturdy, and approximately 100 feet tall, 
it has stood on this ground for centuries. The round tower was 
used as a landmark for travelers, a storehouse, and a refuge in 
times of attack. 

An interesting feature of this tower is the entrance. The 
doorway is approximately 15 feet above the ground. After 
climbing inside, one could draw up the ladder, offering pro-
tection to those within. Every time I see it, I am reminded of 
the words from Proverbs 18:10: “The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower; the righteous run into it and are safe.” 

This round tower is beautiful in the landscape, but I 
know that the inner landings and stairways have long since 
rotted away and the roof had to be rebuilt in 1876. This is 
because it is man-made. In contrast, when God revealed him-
self to Moses and proclaimed, “I am that I am,” he revealed 
his readiness to save his people and act for them from 
“generation to generation.” God revealed himself to be a 
“strong tower” that will not crumble, that cannot be breached, 
that will not decay. 

SONG: There’s Something About That Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You are Jehovah—“I am  

that I am.” Thank you, Father, for your guidance, your  
protection, and your readiness to act on our behalf.  
May I always put my trust in you. 

—Kathi Perry 
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Monday 
October 29 

A Strong Tower: Jehovah-tsidkenu 
(The Lord Our Righteousness) 

BIBLE READING: Romans 5:6-11, 19-21 
Sometime around the age of 16, I was in the backyard with my 
dad, working around the swimming pool. My brother, who is 
13 years younger than I, was riding his Big Wheel tricycle as 
fast as he could around the pool. On one of his loops, he cut a 
corner too sharply and tipped into the deep end. Standing 
right there, I reached down and pulled him out. I hardly ever 
think of this because there was no tragedy. He fell in; I pulled 
him out. There was no sacrifice involved. I was in the right 
place at the right time. 

The Bible says, “At just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). To 
stretch an analogy, we were dead in the water—dead in our 
sins—and Jesus jumped in and pulled us out. He who knew 
no sin was made to be sin for us so that we might become the 
righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). If we could swim 
out, or buy our way out, or rescue ourselves in any way, we 
would not need a Savior. He came down to us, jumped in and 
saved us, and so made a way for us to exchange our guilt and 
sin for his grace and righteousness. 

He is Jehovah-tsidkenu (The Lord Our Righteousness)—
the one who comes to save us (Jeremiah 23:5,6 NKJV). When I 
consider the sacrifice he made to save me, I find it easy to say, 
“Hallowed be thy name.” 

SONG: Jesus Paid It All 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You are Jehovah-tsidkenu. 

Before you I stand righteous and forgiven because of the 
blood of your dear Son. Thank you, Lord. 

—Kathi Perry 
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Tuesday 
October 30 

A Strong Tower: Jehovah-jireh  
(The Lord Who Sees and Whose Provision Will Be Seen) 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 6:25-34 
During my first year of graduate school, I worked two jobs and 
still had difficulty covering my rent. One day as I drove to 
work, I felt despair. I had no gas in the car and no money. I 
wasn’t sure I would make it home that day, much less get to 
my second job at the other end of the county. 

My parents lived about 60 miles away, and that day my 
Dad called and said he was coming down to have lunch with 
me. I was sure he was coming to take me home. “Pack up your 
things, this dream is over.” But I was wrong. He asked what I 
would need to get through the next few months to the end of 
the term. Then he said Mom would send a check. As we 
walked to the car, he handed me 20 dollars, enough for gas 
and food until the check came. I don’t think I told him how 
close I was to giving up. I believe that the Lord prompted him 
to come that day to carry me through those difficult months. 

When that semester ended, I was able to make some 
changes—a new job and a different apartment—and I was able 
to carry on and finish my degree. In Genesis 22:14 we see the 
name Jehovah-jireh. He is the God who sees and makes provi-
sion. I know this to be true. 

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, that you are 

the God who sees and provides. You know my needs and I 
don’t need to worry about anything. Teach me to rest in you. 

—Kathi Perry 
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Wednesday 
October 31 

A Strong Tower: Jehovah-shammah 
(The Lord Is There) 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:1-10 
I climbed into the airport shuttle. In the two months since 
9/11, the rules regarding air travel had changed dramatically. 
My family could not come with me to the airport, instead 
gathering the night before to say good-bye, to pray, to weep, to 
encourage. And now I was traveling to the airport alone. My 
throat ached from holding back tears as I thought of the nieces 
and nephew I left behind. I was living a paradox—joyful to be 
on my way, and grieving for what I left behind. In my mind I 
repeated this verse, “If I settle on the far side of the sea, even 
there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me 
fast” (Psalm 139:9-10). 

I know the Lord was there. He was in the call to ministry 
in Ireland and in the process of shaping and preparing me. He 
knew what those years of preparation would hold—including 
the death of my dad. He was present in grief, and in joy. He 
was present in each good-bye. He was present in the prayers 
of my family and friends. He was present in the journey—all 
of it. He is present here today. 

He is Jehovah-shammah (The Lord Is There) in Ezekiel 
48:35. And he is present with you—to comfort, to guide, to 
hold fast. “God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you.’ So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid’” (Hebrews 13:5b-6a). 

SONG: Our God Is With Us 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jehovah-shammah, you fill me 

with your overwhelming presence. You will never leave me 
nor forsake me. Thank you, Lord. 

—Kathi Perry 
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Thursday 
November 1 

A Strong Tower: Jehovah-rohi 
(God, My Shepherd) 

BIBLE READING: John 10:2-11 
When I was a girl, I knew the sound of my father’s footsteps in 
the hall. In a crowded room, I can pick out my sister’s laugh. 
My family and friends call me on the phone, and the conver-
sations begin without introduction, because I know who it is 
when I hear their voice. This is a familiarity that I cherish. I 
know these voices, these people, because I love them. 

I was 15 when I first felt God calling me to mission 
work. And a few years later, when I was trying to work out 
what that meant for me, I came across this verse: “Whether 
you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice 
behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it’” (Isaiah 
30:21). I remember thinking, “I know the voices of the people 
that I love, and I certainly know my own voice. I want to 
know the voice of God better than all of these. I want to know 
God’s voice even better than my own.” 

He is Jehovah-rohi (God, My Shepherd) in Psalm 23. 
Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and 
they follow me” (John 10:27). His sheep know his voice be-
cause he is with them every day, caring for them. To know his 
voice takes time, and with that comes trust and the willing-
ness to follow. 

SONG: All the Way My Savior Leads Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You are the Good Shepherd 

who laid down your life for your sheep. Teach me to know 
your voice, even better than I know my own, that I may  
follow you. 

—Kathi Perry 
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Friday 
November 2 

A Strong Tower: El Roi 
(The God Who Sees) 

BIBLE READING: Luke 8:27-37 
The story of the demon-possessed man among the tombs is 
one of my favorites in the Gospels. Jesus and the disciples get 
into a boat and cross a lake, encountering a man who is in 
torment. Jesus treats this man with compassion. He speaks to 
him in a way no one has for years. He sends the demons out of 
the man. Someone gives him clothes. The people of the town 
come out to see what has happened, and they are frightened. 
They beg Jesus to leave, so he does. He gets back into the boat 
and crosses the lake again. 

Here’s why I love this story. Jesus went to this region for 
this man. He did no other miracles there. He got in a boat and 
crossed the lake to bring peace and healing and wholeness to 
this one man. Jesus saw this man whom everyone else had 
dismissed and abandoned. And Jesus went to him and healed 
him. 

Hagar fled from her mistress, Sarai. Sarai was jealous 
because Hagar was carrying Abram’s child. Hagar was weep-
ing in the wilderness when God found her, blessed her, and 
sent her back. She called the place El Roi. Genesis 16:13 says, 
“She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: ‘You are 
the God who sees me,’ for she said, ‘I have now seen the One 
who sees me.’” 

I cannot tell you how this comforts me. 

SONG: His Eye Is on the Sparrow 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You are El Roi, the God who 

sees me, the one who lifts my head. Teach me to see myself as 
you see me—whole and restored. Thank you. 

—Kathi Perry 
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Saturday 
November 3 

A Strong Tower: Jehovah-m’kaddesh 
(The Lord who Sanctifies) 

BIBLE READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 
A few years ago I spoke at a camp for young adults. I was 
using 1 John as the basis for five talks. A young man ap-
proached me midweek and cautioned me to skip this part: 
“My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not 
sin” (1 John 2:1). He thought it was a difficult and discourag-
ing instruction. 

In Matthew 5:48, we read, “Be perfect…as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” And in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, it says, “May 
your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless.” 

We are called to be holy. And we are called to live with-
out sin. Jesus calls us to obedience because the life he has for 
us is the best life—peace, joy, and confidence even in diffi-
culty and sorrow. The good news is that we do not walk this 
road alone: “We have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus…purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 

And we are not alone if we are in Christ. First John 2:1-2 
tells us not to sin, then saying, “But if anybody does sin, we 
have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world.” 

He is a father. He loves his children. He is faithful; he is 
just; he will forgive. He is Jehovah-m’kaddesh (I am the Lord, 
who makes you holy) as seen in Leviticus 20:8. 

SONG: Spirit of the Living God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, continue to mold me into 

your image. I want to live for you. 
—Kathi Perry 


