
Chuck Orwiler

Vicky and I live in Denver, Colorado. Our daughter and son and their 
children live nearby. They provide a stimulating array of challenges to 
keep our edge keen. We work and play together. We share the journey.

The same can be said of Denver Friends Church which has been our faith 
community for most of our lives. We share life’s journey. We share the 
joy of worship and work. We have much to learn, and we do so together.

We are so fortunate.
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Sunday
September 16 Mustard Seed Faith

BIBLE READING: Matthew 13:31–32

In the spring we planted mustard seeds. We hoped our faith 
and understanding might grow with them. Seeds are generally 
small, but mustard seeds are even smaller. In my hand a mustard 
seed hides in the shadow of a titanic dried pea. It can be lost in 
the crease of my hand. Yet, amazingly, all the complexity and 
beauty and size of this plant-to-be is designed into each seed. 
It’s in there.

We gently buried our microseeds in a large pot. Then, 
in a very few days, sprouts pushed through. Delighted, we 
mounted a sign, “Please Do Not Disturb. Baby Seeds Are in 
the Nursery.” Eventually, we moved the pot outside where it 
could bask in the sun and soak in the rain. It hailed. Evidently 
the local meteorologist did not notice our sign. We suffered 
numerous casualties. Nonetheless, the valiant wounded 
gathered themselves and carried on. These sprouts, birthed 
from itsy-bitsy seeds, survived various setbacks and eventually 
flourished—rather spectacularly!

We are familiar with tiny beginnings. We each have our 
own marvelous story of how a tiny seed of God’s kingdom was 
planted in us. That seed of the kingdom sprouted, took root, 
and has weathered all sorts of things not recommended in the 
Ideal Gardening Book. My microseed of faith is not lost in a 
crease of God’s vast hand. God is not waiting for my faith to 
become big enough to be useful. On the contrary, God is good 
to go with my little faith.

Am I?

SONG: Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord of heaven and earth, I offer 

you my little seed of faith today. Here is what I think that will 
look like…

—Chuck Orwiler
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Monday
September 17 Me of Little Faith

BIBLE READING: Matthew 6:30–34

The Sermon on the Mount is the bedrock of Jesus’ good news. 
Right in the middle of that glorious message, Jesus tells a group 
of people, who want to be his followers, that they are a people 
of little faith. This was not an insult. After all, if we had been in 
that gathering, and if we had heard Jesus describe us as having 
little faith, wouldn’t we have agreed with him? Wouldn’t we 
have been thinking, “Oh yes, my faith is so meager. Please help 
me know what to do.” Which is exactly what Jesus did.

He knew he was addressing ordinary people who were 
drawn to him despite having but a mustard seed of faith. The 
Sermon on the Mount is not a rebuke. Instead, it reads like How 
to Grow a Mustard Seed: Fundamentals That Work. He held 
these things out to them as if to say, “Do this and your faith will 
prosper.”

Jesus offered a lesson that applies whether we are anx-
ious for clothes to survive or concerned whether we are dressed 
fashionably. The place to begin is neither the closet nor the mir-
ror, but seeking first God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness. 
We have the joyous faith to credit God for covering the wild-
flowers beautifully. Can we then take a step in trusting that God 
cares as much for us?

Have we noticed our Teacher lingering in the clothes 
closet? What does it mean for us to seek him first in the very 
ordinary? Let us engage his counsel with eyes open to embrace 
his beautiful provision.

SONG: Take Time to Be Holy
PRAYER SUGGESTION: O Lord, I do want to grow in my 

faith. May I please have the grace to take you seriously. Thank 
you.

—Chuck Orwiler
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 8:23–27

The issue of faith is always in what or in whom are we actually 
relying. The fishermen relied on their boat to keep them safe in 
the water. In the storm, the boat was beginning to swamp. Of 
course, they were afraid. The craft on which they relied was no 
longer trustworthy. Our fears uncover those things upon which 
we actually rely.

Jesus demonstrated an alternative target for our trust. We 
can rely on him. These mustard seed men had nowhere near 
that level of faith in Jesus. Yes, they were drawn to him. Yes, 
they were following him. However, they were not yet relying 
on him—at least not to the degree of trusting him more than 
their boat.

Nevertheless, neither their fear nor their diminutive faith 
distanced Jesus from their need. Jesus asked them, “Why are 
you afraid?” This is such a helpful question for those of us with 
little faith. Our answer will reveal upon what we actually rely. 
Jesus invites us into the fearless faith of relying on him.

The Reverend Herbert Dixon was a missionary in China 
during the 1910 Boxer Incident when many Christian mission-
aries were martyred. In his last words to a Chinese believer he 
said, “There is perhaps one chance in a hundred that we may 
escape, but if we must die we are not afraid.” Dixon’s absence 
of fear indicates that he and his colleagues were no longer rely-
ing on living. Instead, they were relying on their Lord in whom 
they trusted. That is substantial faith.

Ask yourself, “Why am I afraid?” How is your answer an 
invitation to rely on your Lord?

SONG: No Longer Slaves
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, please teach me to 

rely on you when I am afraid.

—Chuck Orwiler

Tuesday
September 18 Redeeming Fear
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 14:27–33

The word believe is used conversationally to indicate a tenta-
tive opinion. For example, a conversation with a building con-
tractor might include:

“Do you think you will finish by our target date?”
“I believe so, but I’m not sure we can count on it.”

We are familiar with this usage. However, in studying the Bible, 
we see that believe is never used that way. Instead, to believe 
something is to rely on it. We are amazed that Peter could have 
the faith to rely on Jesus’ call to step out of the boat. We rightly 
commend Peter for his remarkable, albeit intermittent, faith to 
rely on his Lord.

Intent on growing Peter’s faith, Jesus asked him, “Why 
did you doubt?” Doubt is unfaith. Doubt is not relying. Doubt 
is an indicator of where my faith needs to grow. Jesus’ question 
is not a rebuke. It is an invitation to pay attention. It is an 
opportunity to grow in faith.

Peter’s example illumines our experience. He took a 
remarkable step of faith, then faltered. Overall, the experience 
was not a failure. Jesus was at hand to coach him in his 
weakness. He was growing.

This is our story, too. Our life in the kingdom is marked by 
numerous steps of faith and stumbles of doubt. Looking back, 
we often realize that what we had counted as failure is often 
a point of growth in the Lord. Can we see that in our current 
situation? Can we disentangle ourselves from disappointment 
in ourselves and hear Jesus’ query, “Why did you doubt?” Can 
we receive that as our invitation to grow in his kingdom?

SONG: Speak, Lord, in the Stillness
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I believe, Lord. Please help my 

unbelief.

—Chuck Orwiler

Redeeming Doubt
Wednesday
September 19
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 16:8–10

We sing “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” with heart and soul. It is a 
song of remembering. Our voices join, and we remember that 
God is unchanging. His compassion is constant. We can rely 
on him. Every morning we see fresh mercies as God provides 
our needs. What is more, all nature, from earthly seasons to 
distant stars, proclaims our Lord’s faithfulness, mercy, and 
love. We know God’s forgiveness and peace. We experience 
his companion ship. God gives us strength for this day, as well 
as hope for the next. God’s blessings are beyond counting. All 
these things we remember together as we sing this great hymn, 
and our faith is strengthened.

Forgetting is the substance of small faith. Jesus said to 
his disciples, “You of little faith….Don’t you remember?” 
Jesus then cited two remarkable incidents that would expand 
their faith if they would keep them in mind. Our experience 
with singing the hymn cited above reveals that we know how 
remembering strengthens our faith. We of little faith need to be 
reminded to remember God’s great faithfulness.

Consequently, we practice intentional remembering. We 
integrate remembering into the routine of our lives. For example, 
worship is an exercise in remembering. Scripture, song, sermon, 
offering, silence, and testimony are a flow of memory of God’s 
faithfulness. That memory renews and strengthens our faith. 
Similarly, each day we can pause and name God’s faithfulness 
from the past day. This habitual, incremental remembrance 
works its transformation in us over time. We are learning to 
rely on God. Our little faith grows.

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
PRAYER SUGGESTION: My God, listen while I recount 

your faithfulness, mercy, and love. Let me tell of your new 
mercies.

—Chuck Orwiler

Remembering
Thursday
September 20
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BIBLE READING: Luke 24:33–38

During the disciples’ apprenticeship with Jesus, he described 
them as being men of little faith, prone to fear and doubt. We 
have looked at four such examples from Matthew’s gospel in 
the readings this week. In Luke’s account we see that as their 
training drew to a close, they were again afraid and doubting.

We know the story of Jesus choosing the Twelve. Early 
in his ministry, crowds pressed in on him. The time came for 
Jesus to choose twelve who would follow him everywhere. He 
would invest himself most personally in these disciples. He 
would choose very carefully. So he spent a night in prayer, and 
then selected the twelve to follow him (Luke 6:12–13). As we 
have learned, Jesus chose to invest himself most intimately 
with disciples who were susceptible to fear and doubt. He 
chose twelve men of little faith.

We, too, are people of little faith and prone to fear and 
doubt. We are people who know what it is to harbor doubt that 
compromises our faith, which results in fear and anxiety. We 
wish that territory wasn’t so familiar.

Are we remembering that Jesus chose people like that 
to be his disciples? To some degree they remained so even 
after two to three years of training with the Son of God. Yet, 
the world would be changed through these disciples. That is 
the remarkable way of God. God’s story is growing from tiny 
mustard seeds of faith. Even though the seed grows, we remain 
persons with compromised faith who must rely on the grace of 
God as best we can.

Exactly.

SONG: Lord, I Need You
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Today, Lord, I say aloud that my 

anxiety and doubt do not disqualify me from following you. I 
rely on you this day.

—Chuck Orwiler

Disciples
Friday
September 21
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BIBLE READING: Mark 4:26–29

It is difficult to build a seed. A mechanical watch can be 
opened, and we see how, if one worked at it, gears and springs 
could be arranged to move the hands of a clock. Not so with 
a seed. Yes, a design is there which is more intricate than a 
watch, but it is a living thing. Germination, growth, and matur-
ing surpass knowledge. The growth of living things is beyond 
us even though life is most all we know.

We plant a seed and tend it intentionally, but we have 
to wait for the mysterious part that is beyond us. Seasoned 
farmers and novice gardeners wait for the sprout, the stalk, the 
mature plant. What a wonder it is!

The growth of God’s kingdom within and among us is 
similar. It begins with a small seed of faith that germinates 
within us. How? We cannot adequately explain. Yet we can 
nurture that seed. In this series of reflections, we have looked 
at nurturing growth by heeding Jesus’ counsel to be intentional 
in seeking him first in everything—especially in the mundane 
details of life. We heed Jesus’ counsel to recognize our fear and 
doubt and redeem them. We heed Jesus’ counsel to remember—
remember how God proves himself trustworthy every day.

These things we do, and that seed of the kingdom grows. 
This is not a mechanical cause and effect. Rather, we become 
participants in the wonder of life growing in us and among us. 
It is beyond our knowledge and control. Yet we look back and 
we can recognize the seed, the stalk, and even the fruit. What a 
glorious wonder!

SONG: How Great Is Our God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for working 

your glorious wonder in me—in us.

—Chuck Orwiler

Glorious Wonder
Saturday
September 22


