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Saturday 
April 4 A Grim Scene 

BIBLE READING: John 19:17-42 
It is a grim scene—an execution—an eye witness account of a 
barbaric slaying in a vile milieu. 

John paints with words a fleshy, Rubens-like picture of 
the good, the bad and the ugly pressed in at the foot of the 
cross. Who goes to an execution anyway? 

 Indifferent officials posting signage. 

 A curious crowd close enough to the grisly spectacle to 
read that sign. 

 Dutiful soldiers gaming for a dying man’s underclothing. 

 Mourning friends and family. 

 Fearful disciples. 

 Fervent religious leaders condemning the Son in the name 
of the Father, then piously hurrying things along to tidy 
up on the eve of the holy day—the Passover. 

Oh God, have mercy. It’s déjà vu all over again. Another 
grim scene of death. Another lamb without blemish. “They 
will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will 
mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve 
bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son” (Zechariah 
12:10). Someday, yes. Not so much at the time. 

Immanuel comes and visits us. He finishes his work in 
the steaming, stinking, rotting garbage heap of our corporate 
soul. It is disgraceful. (“Disgrace” from the Latin, “reversed 
grace.”) And there he is exactly between two criminals sur-
rounded by all that is opposite and oblivious to his grace. And 
it must be this way. This is how the Son of God must finish 
his work. It is a grim scene. 

SONG: Were You There? 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Oh God, you did have mercy 

and you do have mercy. Mercy beyond words. 
—Chuck Orwiler 


